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Who we are… 

•Ocean Mist Farms, a fourth generation family-owned business 

and the largest grower of fresh Artichokes in North America, 

is committed to delivering the highest standards in the 

industry for food safety, product quality, customer service, 

innovation and sustainability.   



XXXXX 

Ocean Mist Farms Solutions 

• California Association of Food Banks (CAFB)  

• Ag Against Hunger 

• The Food and Agribusiness Institute at Santa Clara 

University to explore on-farm fresh produce "food waste" 

study 



California Association of Food Banks 

 

•Farm to Family connects the state’s growers and packers with food 

banks to deliver fresh, nutritious food to families in need. 

 

•Distributes over 200 million pounds of food each year to people in 

need.  

 



Concurrent Harvesting 

•Harvesting unmarketable 

produce for CAFB 

 

•IFCO Packaging Systems 

donates: 

Packaging costs 

 

•CAFB pays OMF for: 

Harvesting costs 

Cooling costs 

Storage and loading costs 



Ocean Mist Farms CAFB Contributions 

2014 

Broccoli – 17,583 

Cauliflower – 6,480 

2015 

Broccoli – 14,146 

Cauliflower – 13,566 

2016 YTD 

Broccoli – 6,199 

Cauliflower – 8,560 

*Yearly Total in Totes 



Ag Against Hunger 

•To alleviate hunger by creating a link between the agricultural 

industry and food assistance programs. 

• Over 200 million pounds of produce in 23 years and over 1 billion 

servings 

•A model for produce recovery and distribution  

•1,000 local volunteers act as harvesting crews to pick produce that 

cannot be sold by growers 



Ag Against Hunger & Ocean Mist Farms 
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•Five student research assistants to accomplish  

field surveys.  

 

•Estimate the rejection % per acre, as well as identify 

what defects are most important.  

 

•Design field survey protocols that can provide for 

statistically valid results.  

 

•For each selected species/product, they will study 

eight different sites at harvest-time. For each of the 

14 produce species to examine this summer 2016. 

Santa Clara University Food Waste Study 



Questions? 

Thank You 


