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CFWC Background 

 Statewide organization formed in 1989 to provide fact-
based information on farm water issues to the public 

 Non-profit, 501 (c) (3) 

 Members extend from Redding to the Imperial Valley 
and include irrigation                                                           
and water districts,                                                    
individual farmers                                                         
and farm-related                                                                          
businesses 



Water Use Efficiency 

 Since 2003, San Joaquin 
Valley farmers have 
invested more than $2.1 
billion upgrading 
irrigation systems on 1.8 
million acres of farmland. 

 California food production 
has nearly doubled since 
1967 on roughly the same 
amount of applied water. 

 



Agriculture Needs Water to Thrive 
 Farmers can’t control markets. They have to focus on 

input costs, including reliable water costs. 

 USDA’s 2005 nutrition guidelines say we would need an 
additional 12.6 million acres of fruits and vegetables to 
meet the recommended dietary needs of the public. 



Water issues transcend regions 

 Colorado River 

 South Coast 

 Central Coast 

 San Joaquin Valley 

All are important to California’s farm economy and all 
need to be part of a statewide water supply reliability 
strategy  

 Bay Delta 

 North Bay/North Coast 

 Sacramento Valley 



Water supply redirected 
 Since 1992, the SWP and CVP have seen a combined 3.5 

million acre-feet of water per year redirected for 
environmental purposes ahead of project water users.  



Water supply cuts = land fallowing 
 Fallowing is expected to affect next year’s supply of fall 

lettuce, tomatoes and garlic. (Fresno County Board of 
Supervisors letter to Sen. Dianne Feinstein)  



Jobs 

 600,000 industry jobs 

 1.3 million ripple effect 

 $43 billion farm gate value 

 $112 billion economic impact 



Conclusion 
 Agriculture isn’t an industry that competes with consumers or 

the environment for its share of California’s water supply. 

  It is intertwined through food 
production, habitat, jobs and 
the economy. 

 Farmers and consumers are on 
the same side of the table 

 Our economy depends on the 
state’s farms and farms 
depend on water to produce 
food, fiber and nursery 
products. 
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