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Self-Help Enterprises 

 Created in 1965 to serve farmworkers in the 
San Joaquin Valley 

 Best known for pioneering mutual self-help 
housing program 

 Broadened efforts to provide rental housing, 
infrastructure development, housing rehab 



Impact  

 6,000 single family homes built by low 
income families 

 1,300 rental units owned and operated 
 6,100 homes rehabilitated/repaired 
 1,500 additional homebuyers assisted with 

financing 
 6,000 families given homebuyer education 

classes and/or counseling 
 28,000 water and sewer connections 



Sweat Equity 



Connection between labor and 
housing 
 Over 75% of families served by SHE work in 

agriculture 
 Most of the work is in small rural communities 
 Farm laborers are like all families – they want 

a safe place to live 
 



Self-Help Housing 



Responding to changes in farm labor 

 More year round work in some areas 
 Increase in undocumented workers 
 Reports of labor shortages 

 



Problem with legal status 

 Richgrove example 



Self-Help Housing 



Self-Help Housing 



Goshen Village 



A word about transportation 

 Rural sites are transit oriented development 
 Funding streams favor public transportation 

corridors, which means “we lose” 



Gateway Village, Modesto 



Rancho Lindo - Lamont 



Challenges 

 Funding picture bleak 
 Market collapse 
 Long term investments in land underwater 



Casitas Community Center 



Resident Services 



Child Care 



Woodlake Rehab - Before 

 



Woodlake Rehab - After 



What we need 

 Money 
 Public support for our efforts 
 Cooperation 



Why it matters 


	Farmworker Housing in the San Joaquin Valley
	Self-Help Enterprises
	Impact	
	Sweat Equity
	Connection between labor and housing
	Self-Help Housing
	Responding to changes in farm labor
	Problem with legal status
	Self-Help Housing
	Self-Help Housing
	Goshen Village
	A word about transportation
	Gateway Village, Modesto
	Rancho Lindo - Lamont
	Challenges
	Casitas Community Center
	Resident Services
	Child Care
	Woodlake Rehab - Before
	Woodlake Rehab - After
	What we need
	Why it matters

