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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: California Department of Food and Agriculture  Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium    Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 1, 2015 
TELECONFERENCE MEETING 

Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a) The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, September 1, 2015 at approximately 10:10 a.m., President 
Craig McNamara presiding.  

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Joy Sterling   Mary Holz-Clause  Eric Holst 
Ashley Boren    Helene Dillard   Martha Montoya 
Don Cameron   Ben Drake    Nancy Casady 
Craig McNamara  Donald Bransford  Bryce Lundberg  
        
Absent:  
Mike Gallo    Miles Reiter         
              

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – August 4, 2015 
Board member Ben Drake moved to approve the minutes of the August 4th meeting. Board member Bryce 
Lundberg seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
No departmental update was provided. 
 

(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Drought Update 
A representative from the California Department of Fish and Game provided an update on drought conditions 
as it relates to fisheries and wildlife. The presentation reinforced that the current drought is accelerating a 
loss of biodiversity in California and that impacts have been significant on the natural environment. 

 
Speaker: 

• Charlton Bonham, Director – California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(6) PANEL DISCUSSION – Farming and the Environment (Russian River) 
The Board heard a presentation from representatives the Sonoma County Water Agency, Kendall-Jackson 
Wine Estates and the Sonoma Resource Conservation District concerning issues related to farming in the 
Russian River Basin. 
 
Speakers included: 

• Grant Davis, Sonoma County Water Agency 
• Carolyn Wasem, Kendall-Jackson Wine Estates 
• Kara Heckert, Sonoma Resource Conservation District 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(7) BREAK 
 

(8) PANEL DISCUSSION – Farming, Forests and Watersheds 
The Board conducted a panel discussion with representatives from various entities within the Russian River 
Basin. The discussion focused on issues related to forest and watershed health and how farming was critical 
component of natural and working lands. 
 
Speakers included: 

• Fred Euphrat, Forest, Soil & Water Health 
• Gregory Giusti, UC Cooperative Extension, Lake/Mendocino Counties 

 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(9) PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Following the panel discussion, President McNamara opened the meeting for public comments. Six 
individuals provided public comment. 
 
Al Rojas, Latin America Advancement, spoke on the working conditions of farm workers in San Quintin, 
Mexico and in Burlington, Washington. Mr. Rojas advocated that farm workers in the strawberry sector were 
working in inhumane conditions and for low wages and that action must be taken. Mr. Rojas further called 
for resignation of Miles Reiter from the California State Board of Food and Agriculture. 
 
Delphine Brody, member of the public, read a statement by a farm worker that provided an overview of 
working conditions of immigrant workers in Washington. 
 
Robb White, Wings of Loving Hearts, commented on farm worker conditions and advocated for change. 
 
Kathleen Carroll, member of the public, commented on the need for a task force to be created on farm 
worker conditions in California. Ms. Carroll advocated that the Board to bring workers and growers together 
to address the issue. 
 
Member of the Public (Spanish Speaker), spoke on the need for the Board to hear from the workers in San 
Quintin about their working conditions. Residents in the United States enjoy the food produced and harvest 
in Mexico, but don’t know the inhumane conditions that exist. 
 
Eileen, member of the public, called for a boycott of Driscoll’s until reasonable wages and working 
conditions occurred. 
 
No further public comment was provided. 
 

 
(10) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Watershed Modeling 

The Board concluded with a presentation on watershed modeling for the Russian River Basin. The 
presentation provided an overview on how modeling allows for the evaluation of cumulative impacts of land 
and water use management decisions. 
 
Speaker: 

• Jeremy Kobor, O’Conner Environmental, Inc. 
 

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(11) BOARD DISCUSSION 
 
No agenda items were discussed by Board. 
 

(12) OTHER BUSINESS 
 
State Water Resources Control Board – Disclosure of Water Supply Well Locations 
Executive Director Joshua Eddy presented a letter to the Board from the State Water Resources Control 
Board (SWRCB) seeking public comments on the proposed online disclosure of water supply well locations. 
The Board discussed the issue and recommended to provide comment.  
 
MOTION: Board member Bryce Lundberg moved that the Board authorize President McNamara to submit 
comments to the SWRCB on the issue, maintaining the confidentially currently provided. Board member 
Nancy Casady seconded the motion and unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 
AB 515 Food Bank Donations 
Board Member Bryce Lundberg provided an overview of the Board’s continued work related to the 
California Association of Food Bank’s Farm to Family Program. Given the need to increase farm donations 
to farm banks, Board Member requested that the Board consider sending a letter of support to the 
Administration on the issue. 
 
MOTION: Board member Nancy Casady moved that the Board authorize President McNamara to submit a 
letter of support to the Administration on AB 515. Board member Don Cameron seconded the motion and 
unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
No further business was discussed and no formal action was taken by the Board. 
 

(13) PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No further public comments were provided. 
 

(14) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:00 p.m. 
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