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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: California Department of Food and Agriculture  Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium    Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 6, 2015 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a) The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, October 6, 2015 at approximately 10:05 a.m., President 
Craig McNamara presiding.  

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Ashley Boren    Helene Dillard   Martha Montoya 
Don Cameron   Ben Drake    Nancy Casady 
Craig McNamara  Donald Bransford  Bryce Lundberg  
Mike Gallo   Eric Holst  
    
Absent:  
Mary Holz-Clause  Miles Reiter   Joy Sterling    

               
(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – September 1, 2015 

Board member Bryce Lundberg moved to approve the minutes of the September 1st meeting. Board member 
Mike Gallo seconded the motion and a unanimous vote (10-0) carried the motion. Board Member Martha 
Montoya arrived after the vote occurred. 
 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Secretary Ross provided a brief update to the Board. The Governor’s Drought Task Force has had eight 
meetings in the Central Valley with stakeholders focusing on sustainable groundwater management, 
subsidence and drought issues.  In addition, recent meetings of the Drought Task Force have focused on how 
to best capitalize on rain/flood events in terms of groundwater recharge. 
 
Further updates included a report on Japanese beetle treatments, the release of the California Air Resources 
Board’s Short-Lived Climate Pollutants report and an update on the AB 32 Scoping Plan.  
 

(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Drought and Subsidence Update 
A representative from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) provided an overview of 
agency’s recent work with the California Department of Water Resources on land subsidence.  

 
Speaker: 

• Stephanie Granger, National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Sustainable Groundwater Management Act Update 

The Board heard a presentation from a representative of the California Department of Water Resource on the 
current implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. The Department of Water 
Resource continues to work with local stakeholders on outreach and engagement.  
 
Speaker: 

• David Gutierrez, California Department of Water Resources 
 

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 
(7) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Continuing Drought Impacts (Policy) 

The Board heard a presentation for a representative of the Public Policy Institute of California on the recently 
released report, What if California’s Drought Continues? 
 
Speaker: 

• Ellen Hanak, Public Policy Institute of California 
 

The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 
(8) BREAK 
 
(9) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Groundwater Management 

The Board concluded with a presentation on groundwater management by representative from the University 
of California, Davis. The presentation provided an overview of California’s groundwater issues and 
opportunities. 
 
Speaker: 

• Thomas Harter, University of California – Davis. 
 

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(10) BOARD DISCUSSION 
No agenda items were discussed by Board. 
 

(11) OTHER BUSINESS 
Endangered Species 
Board member Eric Holst discussed the recent actions by the federal government to protect the greater sage 
grouse without listing it as an endangered species. This approach demonstrates a new era in endangered 
species management and could be a good topic for discussion at a future Board meeting. 
 
Administrative Issues 
Executive Director Josh Eddy distributed draft ‘2016 Meeting Dates’ for Board comments and 
recommendations. 
 
  

(12) PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Michael Harris, Black Agriculture, announced an upcoming Urban Farmer Conference in Oakland in 
coordination with National Food Day on Saturday, October 24th 
 
No further public comments were provided. 
 

(13) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:30 p.m. 
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