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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: California Department of Food and Agriculture  Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium    Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 Private Residence 
 50 Oyster Watcha Road 
 Edgartown, MA 02539 
 

MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 4, 2015 
TELECONFERENCE MEETING 

Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a) The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, August 4, 2015 at approximately 10:10 a.m., Executive 
Director Joshua Eddy presiding.  

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Mike Gallo   Mary Holz-Clause  Eric Holst 
Ashley Boren    Helene Dillard   Martha Montoya 
Don Cameron   Ben Drake    Nancy Casady 
Craig McNamara  Donald Bransford   
        
Absent:  
Miles Reiter   Joy Sterling   Bryce Lundberg    
Rodney Taylor      
              

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – July 7, 2015 
Board member Ashley Boren moved to approve the minutes of the July 7th meeting. Board member Ben 
Drake seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Secretary Karen Ross provided a brief departmental update to the Board. California continues to experience 
an increase in invasive species detections and CDFA’s Plant Health Division has been doing significant work 
statewide to address. On the animal health front, CDFA’s Animal Health Division continues to provide 
outreach and is taking precautionary actions to prepare for the potential of an avian influenza outbreak this 
fall/winter.   
 
In addition to division updates, the Secretary announced the formation of the following offices at CDFA – 
the Office of Grants Administration and the Office of Environmental Farming and Innovation. These offices 
are created through a reorganization of existing programs at CDFA and provide better coordination on issues 
related to federal grant programs and climate focused initiatives.  As part of the update, the Secretary also 
announced the launch of the California Farmer Marketplace which helps to connect farmers to school lunch 
programs. In closing, the Secretary mentioned the work of CDFA’s Department of Weights and Measures in 
providing a temporary use permit to Uber for operation in California.  
 
 

(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – California Water Fix Update 
A representative of the California Natural Resources Agency provided an update on the California Water Fix 
– a proposal to fix California’s water delivery system by reducing environmental impacts and improving 
operations.  
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Speaker: 

• Janelle Beland, Undersecretary – California Natural Resources Agency 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Strategic Growth Council Programs 
The Board heard a presentation from representatives of the California Strategic Growth Council on programs 
funded through California’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. Programs featured included the Affordable 
Housing and Sustainable Communities (AHSC) and the Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation 
(SALC) program.  
 
Speakers included: 

• Randall Winston, Strategic Growth Council 
• John Lowrie, California Department of Conservation 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(7) PANEL DISCUSSION – Cap and Trade Programs 
The Board conducted a panel discussion with representatives from the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture on programs funded through California’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. Programs featured 
included the Dairy Digester Research and Development Program, the State Water Efficiency and 
Enhancement Program, and Health Soils. 
 
Speakers included: 

• Carla Sanchez, California Department of Food and Agriculture 
• Amrith Gunasekara, California Department of Food and Agriculture 
• Jenny Lester Moffitt, California Department of Food and Agriculture 

 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(8) BREAK 
 

(9) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Closing the Greenhouse Gas Emissions Gap 
The Board heard a presentation from a representative of the Union of Concerned Scientist concerning climate 
change and the impact of drought on California. The presentation included a discussion on opportunities 
within the agricultural sector to assist in meeting California’s climate goals. 
 
Speaker: 

• Juliet Christian-Smith, Union of Concerned Scientist 
 

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(10) BOARD DISCUSSION 
 
No agenda items were discussed by Board. 
 

(11) OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Healthy Pollinators Working Group 
Executive Director Joshua Eddy presented a letter to the Board from Nick Condos, CDFA’s Director of Plant 
Health, on actions being undertaken by the Division to address pollinator issues raised by the Board in April 
2014.  Among the actions highlighted, the Division established a Healthy Pollinators Working Group that 
will focus on creating opportunities for foraging, building partnerships, and CDFA activities that support 
pollinator health.  
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Farm Conference for Hispanic/Latino Farmers 
Board member Martha Montoya announced that a farm conference for Hispanic/Latino farmers would be 
held in November in Fresno. Conference details are still being finalized, but this conference would be the 
first of its kind in California for Hispanic/Latino farmers. More details will be provided as they become 
available. 
 
No further business was discussed and no formal action was taken by the Board. 
 

(12) PUBLIC COMMENTS 
One individual provided public comment: 
 
Rachael O’Brien, Agricultural Council of California, inquired on available state assistance for ranchers/dairy 
farmers impacted by drought – specifically for wells that are going dry.  Ms. O’Brien was directed to 
resources provided by the USDA. 
 
No further public comments were provided. 
 

(13) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:10 p.m. 
 


	MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

