MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC)

Location:  California Department of Food and Agriculture Contact: Joshua Eddy, Executive Director
1220 N Street — Main Auditorium Office: (916) 654-0462
Sacramento, CA 95814

MEETING MINUTES APRIL 1, 2014

Item
No.
1) CALL TO ORDER
(&) The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, April 1, 2014 at approximately 10:05 a.m., President Craig
McNamara presiding.
(b) Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara
(c) Pledge of Allegiance.

(2) ROLL CALL
Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director.

Present:

Craig McNamara Bryce Lundberg Charles Boyer
Ashley Boren Mike Gallo Eric Holst

Ben Drake Martha Montoya Don Cameron
Joy Sterling Miles Reiter Donald Bransford
Rodney Taylor Daniel Dooley Nancy Casady
Absent:

No members were absent.

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES - March 4, 2014
Board member Nancy Casady moved to approve the minutes of the March 4™ meeting. Board member Ben
Drake seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion.

4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE
Secretary Karen Ross provided an update to the Board that included a report on the work of the California
Drought Task Force. The Task Force is working to provide greater flexibility within the statewide water
system and continues to be in consultation with the stakeholder community. Allocation information should
be coming out soon and real-time monitoring of overall water conditions is helping to inform the decision
making process.

Other updates included funding provisions within the Emergency Drought Legislation that provided $10
million to CDFA to implement on-farm water conservation practices. Public meeting have been scheduled on
April 11" and 18" to collect comments and suggestions on the development of the program. The Secretary
also provided information on the California Water Action Plan. The SWRCB is holding a second workshop
on April 16" to discuss sustainable groundwater management.

In regards to CDFA, the Secretary provided budgetary updates concerning the proposed increases to CDFA
in to the Asian Citrus Psyllid Program, Cap & Trade funding for dairy digesters, nitrogen efficiency
programs, as well as funding to Division of Weights and Measures for standards development.

Other issue updates for CDFA included the Mediterranean fruit fly infestation in Los Angeles Basin, how
this fly has a unique DNA, not previously detected in California.

Page 1



()

(6)
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(8)
(9)

The Secretary concluded by providing general overview information concerning agricultural career technical
education funding.

PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD - Workforce Housing & Transportation

The Board heard a presentation by representatives from the California Agricultural Workforce Housing and
Transportation Project. The project was initiated in response to an ongoing need to address agricultural labor
shortages experienced by California’s specialty crop producers.

Speakers included:

= Joseph Mclntyre, Ag Innovations Network

= Dan Schurman, Ag Innovations Network

= Luawanna Hallstrom, Workforce Housing and Transportation Participant
= Ron Hughes, Workforce Housing and Transportation Participant

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.

PANEL DISCUSSION - Pollinator Decline

In order to accommodate speakers facing time constraints, the presentation to the board on drought impacts
to pollinators was delayed. In regards to the panel discussion the Board heard presentations from
representatives from academia and private industry concerning research and observations on pollinator
decline.

Speakers included:

= Dr. Claire Kremen, Berkeley Food Institute — UC Berkeley

= Neal Williams, Harry H. Laidlaw, Jr. Honey Bee Research Facility — UC Davis
= John Miller, Miller Honey Farms

The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.

PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD - Drought Impact on Pollinators
The Board heard a presentation from the California State Beekeepers Association concerning the impact of
drought on pollinators and beekeeping businesses.

Speaker:
= William Lewis, California State Beekeepers Association

The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board.

BREAK

PANEL DISCUSSION - Pollinators (Agricultural Perspective)

The Board heard presentations from agricultural organizations, farm companies and federal agencies
concerning pollinator activities.

Speakers included:

= Thomas Moore, USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service

= Gordon Wardell, Project Apis m./ Paramount Farming

= Renee Pinel, Western Plant Health Association

= Gabriele Ludwig, Almond Board of California

The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board.
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(10) PANEL DISCUSSION - Pollinators (State Agencies/Policies)
The Board heard presentations from agricultural organizations, state agencies concerning pollinator activities
and potential policy issues.

Speakers included:

» Duane Schnable, California Department of Food and Agriculture

= Dr. Amrith Gunasekara, CDFA’s Environmental Farming Act Science Advisory Panel
= Laurie Davies Adams, Pollinator Partnership

Schedule panelist, Richard Bireley (California Department of Pesticide Regulation) was unable to attend.
The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board.

(11) OTHER BUSINESS
Follow the presentations and panel discussions the Board considered potential actions on pollinator issues.
After Board discussion on the issue, the following motion was made.

MOTION: Board member Ashley Boren moved that the Board authorize President McNamara to send a
letter, on behalf of the Board, to Secretary Ross on the findings and recommendations from the meeting.
Board member Don Bransford seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion.

The Board took no further action on agenda items.

(12) PUBLIC COMMENT
One individual provided public comment:

Laure Davies Adams, with the Pollinator Partnership commented that while the meeting focused
predominately on native pollinators, the recommendations provided in her presentation could also be
applicable to honey bees as well. Pollinators, both native and managed, are critical to the environment.

No further public comments were provided.

(13) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:55 p.m.
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