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 State Apiary Board 

• Food and Agriculture Code, Sections 29020-29028 establish the State 
 Apiary Board  

 
• Six member board appointed by the Secretary of CDFA. Five industry 
 members and one public member. Current appointments; two honey 
 producers, two pollinator representatives, one queen producer, Public 
 member vacancy.  

 
• Annual meeting coincides with California Beekeeper’s Annual 
 Conference and Convention. Last year November 19, 2013. 

 
• Discuss pollinator issues of importance to industry (border stations, 
 pesticides, forage and nutrition, public land access, and general 
 beekeeping issues)  

 
• Make recommendations on apiary policy issues to the Secretary  of 
 CDFA.  
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 Pollinator Working Group 

 
•    Sponsored by the Secretary of CDFA 

•   First meeting June 24th, 2013; Second meeting February 19, 2014 
•   Bi-annual meetings planned  

 
•    Ad hoc working group of approximately 30 individuals representing 
 industry, academia, government, and non-profit organizations.  
  
•    Discuss pollinator issues of importance (Apiary Board, Pesticides, 
 Forage and Nutrition, Genetics, Diseases, Invasive Species, and 
 Research)  
 
•      Make non-binding recommendations on pollinator issues to the 
 Secretary of CDFA.  
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 State Lands for Bee Forage Project 

• One of the recommendations from the Apiary Board and the Pollinator 
 Working Group  

 
• CDFA to work with other State Agencies to discuss land planning and 
 beekeeper access to public lands 

 
• Selected the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) for pilot 
 project based on previous working relationships with DFW. In excess of 
 one million acres of land in inventory.   

 
Issues: 
• Funding for dedicated CDFA staff to work on project 
• Lack of DFW staff cooperation 
• Beekeeping best management practices need to be developed  
• Designation of public lands as “compatible with agricultural” 
• Permit process, similar to grazing permits 
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 Border Station Operations 
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 Border Station Operations 
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What does this all mean by the Numbers 2007 to 2014 
 

•   3,160 average number of annual apiary truck loads 
 
•   64% of trucks inspected and released in less than 4 hours 
•   29% of trucks inspected and released in 4 and 24 hours 
•     7% of trucks inspected and released in 24 to 72 hours 
 
•   Total of 12 trucks over 8 years held longer than 48 hours 
 
Overall processing time decreased starting in 2013 with 
improved information technology (HD laptops, wireless service 
upgrades, and laboratory personnel scheduling) 
 
Unknown impacts for 2014 season and beyond with $7.3 
million dollar budget reduction over the past two years.       

Border Station Operations 
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 Border Station Operations 
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Beekeepers, they are creative!  
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