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Overview 

• Current Conditions 
• Impacts  
• Water Transfer Actions 

 



D R O U G H T  P R E P A R E D N E S S  &  R E S P O N S E  



D R O U G H T  P R E P A R E D N E S S  &  R E S P O N S E  



D R O U G H T  P R E P A R E D N E S S  &  R E S P O N S E  

Probability of Precipitation 8-14 day Outlook  
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Long Range Probability of Precipitation       Jan - Feb - March 
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Long Range Probability of Precipitation     Feb-March-April 
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Water Project Allocations 

SWP      5%   December 2013 
CVP        ?      February 2014 
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Trends:  Historical Transfers in CA 
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Trends:  2013 Cross-Delta Water Transfers 
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Water Transfers 

• Executive Order B-21-13 in May 2013  
     -  expedite review and processing of  
         voluntary water transfers 
• Draft  Water Action Plan 
• Coordination Meetings 

– Buyers / Sellers 
– SWRCB  
– USBR 
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Water Transfers 

• DWR streamlining process 
– Improving contracting procedures for transfers 

dependent on SWP facilities 
– Facilitating fast-tracking of transfers with 

appropriate supporting documentation 
– Improving coordination and alignment with other 

agencies   SWRCB   USBR 
– Updated Web information 
– Clearing House Approach 

 



D R O U G H T  P R E P A R E D N E S S  &  R E S P O N S E  

At-a-Glance 2014 Water Transfer 
Process and Schedule 
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Individualized agreements Standardized Conveyance agreement 
2013 2014 

Short Term Improvements 
Template Development 
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Long Term Management Improvements 
Guidance Restructuring 

• Policy Guidance (Process) 
– SWP Storage and Conveyance 

 

• Engineering Technical Guidance 
– GW Substitution  
– Land Use 
– Storage 

 

• Transfer Handbooks 
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Long Term Management Improvements 
Operational Transfer System 

• Precipitation/Runoff Forecasting  
 

– Enhance Data Collection Network 
– QPF/Watershed Runoff Forecasting 
– Snowmelt & Seasonal Volume Runoff 

Forecasting 
– River Forecasting 
– Forecast-Coordinated Operation of 

Reservoirs 
– Integration of Flood Control and 

Water Supply Components of the 
Reservoirs 

– Water Delivery Forecasts 
– Transfer Scheduling 
– Transfer Management Website 
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Developing single 
point-of-contact at 

DWR Exec for critical 
water shortage 
management 

Long Term Management Improvements 
Management Improvements 

DWR Organization 

Management Executive, Legal, 
SWPAO, PAO 

Operations O&M, SWPAO, DFM 

Planning/Intel DIRWM, DSIWM, 
BDO, DES 

Logistics SWPAO, Bus. Services 

Finance/Admin SWPAO 

SEMS Structure 

Agency Alignment 
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Greatest Risks in 2014, if Dry 

• Health & safety and economic 
– Catastrophic wildfires (e.g., Southern California in 2003 and 

2007) 
• Health & safety 

– Impacts to small water systems in rural areas (including 
wildfire damage) 

• Environmental 
– Continued San Joaquin Valley land subsidence, spawning beds 

• Economic 
– Minimal water allocations to some agricultural water users, 

particularly in the San Joaquin Valley 
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•  Drought Management Operations Center      (916) 574-2619        
•  Public CDEC access - http://cdec.water.ca.gov 
•  Agency access - http://cdec4gov.water.ca.gov             

                              Call (916) 574-1777 to Apply 
• Webcast Weather/Hydrology Briefings –  wx_webcast-request@water.ca.gov 
•  Web Links 

• Water Conditions:  http://water.ca.gov/waterconditions/ 
• Water Transfers:     http://water.ca.gov/watertransfers/  
• Drought Page:         http://water.ca.gov/waterconditions/drought/ 
• Public Affairs:          http://water.ca.gov/publicaffairs.cfm 

 
 

 

Information and Contacts 
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