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• Educates Members of Congress to ensure 

Farm Bill support for the organic industry 
• Monitors and alerts members regarding Farm 

Bill activities (hearings, briefings, etc.)  
 



 
CCOF’s mission is to certify organic products, 

educate consumers and members, and to 
advocate for a forward-thinking food policy. 

 
 
 



    CCOF is one of the largest certifiers of organic 
products in North America, representing  
 > 2,400 certified entities 



CCOF also certifies large-scale operations, including: 



California Organic 

• California represents 19% of all U.S. organic 
farms and 36% of organic sales 

• California produces more than two-thirds of 
organic fruits, vegetables and nuts 

• California produces more than 90% of all U.S. 
organic sales for 14 commodities 

• CCOF represent’s 80% of California’s certified 
organic operations 
 



The U.S. Farm Bill and Organic 

• Current Farm Bill authorization is $300 billion. 
• $200 billion goes to nutrition programs, like 

food stamps 
• Approximately $50 million/year supports 

organic agriculture (1/6000 of total Farm Bill 
appropriations) 

 

 



NSAC Farm Bill Program Appropriations   
2012 Priorities 

 
Overview 
• Research 
• Technical Support 
• Capital Access 
• Conservation Programs 
 



Research  
• Sustainable Agriculture Research and 

Education Program ($30 million) 
• Organic Transitions Integrated Research 

Program ($5 million) 



Technical Support 
• National Food Safety Training, Education, 

Extension, Outreach and Technical Assistance 
Program ($5 million) 

• National Sustainable Agriculture Information 
Service (ATTRA) ($2.8 million) 
 



Capital Access 
• Value-added Producer Grant Program  

($30 million) 
• Farm Services Agency direct farm ownership 

lending ($600 million) and direct operating 
loan programs ($1 billion) 

• Beginning Farmer and Rancher Individual 
Development Accounts ($5 million) 
 



Conservation 
Reject further cuts to mandatory funding to the: 

•Conservation Stewardship Program 
•Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program 
•Wetlands Reserve Program 



OTA Farm Bill 2008-12 Priorities 

• National Organic Program 
• Organic Agriculture Research and Extension 

Initiative  
• Organic Data Initiative ($5 million for FY08-12) 
• National Organic Certification Cost Share 

Program 
• Environmental Quality Incentives Program 

Organic Initiative 
• Organic Crop Insurance 

 



Key Benefits of Continued Federal  
Investment in Organic 

U.S. Economic Facts 
• Stagnant U.S. economic and 

job growth 
• Historic federal budget 

deficit 
• Rising levels of obesity, 

diabetes and heart disease 
contributing to skyrocketing 
health care costs. 
 
 
 

Organic Industry Facts 
• 20% annual industry growth 

during past decade 
• $29 Billion in organic sales 

in 2010 
• Eating fresh fruits and 

vegetables can reduce risks 
of obesity, diabetes and 
heart disease 


	2012 National Sustainable �Agriculture Coalition (NSAC) ��California Farm Bill Priorities
	2012 NSAC California �Farm Bill Coalition
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	California Organic
	The U.S. Farm Bill and Organic
	NSAC Farm Bill Program Appropriations  �2012 Priorities�
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	OTA Farm Bill 2008-12 Priorities
	Key Benefits of Continued Federal  Investment in Organic

