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1. Call to Order and Time
Chairm an Keithly called the meeting to order at 8: lOam. The following members and guests
were present:

Kelly Keithly
Rick Falconer
Gabe Patin
Marc Meyer
Ken Scarlett
John McShane
Ron Tingley
Connie Weiner
Betsy Peterson

Chris Zanobini
Deborah Meyer
Allen Van Deynze
Mike Campbell
Jim Effenberger
Mike Colvin
John Heaton
Tim Tidwell
Sue DiTomaso

2. Acceptance of Minutes for May 9, 2007 meeting
Patin mot ioned to acce pt the minutes of the May 9, 2007 meeting as presented.
Ken Scarlett seconded the motion.
Motion carried.

Chairman Keithly requested any changes or additions to the agenda .

There were none.

3. Seed Laboratory Report (Deborah Meyer)
Deborah Meyer provid ed a handout (attachment I) to summarize seed lab activities.

She stated that the principa l person nel of the lab consist of five Seed Botanists, two Agric ultural
Biology Techn icians, one of which is shared with the Seed Services Program, one Senior Lab
Assistant andvarious seasonal or temporary Scientific Aides that are occasionally loaned from
other labs.

The laboratory workload cons ists primarily of seed qua lity assessment, seed and fruit
ident ification, professional consultations and laboratory quali ty assurance. Any left over time is
spentconducting research, attending professional meetings or seminars, and conducting
workshops or participating on committeeswith seed associations.

Sample workload consists of five main categories:
Quarantine inspection samples, which are done for interior/exterior pest exclusion.
Identification samples, which are done for federal, private, state and university entities.
Mill inspection samples, which are inspected for viable weed seeds in livestock feed as patt ofthe mill
approval process.
Service samples, which are done on a fee basis for quality assessment or testing.
Regulatory or label compliance samples, which are done for seed quality assessment.

The breakdown for the 2006 ·2007 Fiscal Year was depicted in attachment 1- Figure I.

The lab rece ived approx imate ly 2907 samp les and completed 4989 tests. A pie chart illustrated
that the percentage of samples by category were as follows :

Regulatory samples> 39%
Service samples = 28%
Quarantine samples = 22%
Ident ification samples = 9%
Feed Mill samp les = 2%

Gabe Patin asked what the lab does for feed mill inspec tions.



Deborah Meyer replied that the mills send processed feed, which may be milled, pressed, cracked,
or palleti zed , and the lab examines it for weed seeds. If the lab finds viable weed seeds, that is
reponed and the feed must be reprocessed .

Figure 2 provided a comparison of each category of samples over years. The data showed the total
number of samples have declined from a high of3500 in FY 2002-03 to the present amount of
about 3000 samples in FY 2006-07. Over the years, quarantine and service samples have each
provided about 25% of the samples. In 2006-07 there was a planned decline in the number of
regula tory samples submitted by Seed Serv ices, which was somewh at offset by an increase in the
number of identificatio n samples primarily from seed inspections at the bord er stations. Meyer
noted that a change in procedures forthe Origin Inspection Program hascauseda reduction in the
number ofquarantine samples in FY 2006-07.

Figure 3 showed that the number of regulatory samp les has been reduced to its present level in FY
2006-07. The present proportion of sampling devoted to vege table seed has increased from abo ut
32% in 2004-05 and 2005-06 to the prese nt proportion of 48%. Concomitantly, the proportion of
agricultural samples decreased from an average of 48% in the two prior years to the present
amount of36%. Lawn seed samples also decreased from a high of 22% in 2004-05 to the present
proponion of 16%. Meyer noted that the chan illustrates that the Seed Serv ices Program is
placing more emphasis on the collect ion of vegetable seed sampl es than on agricultural or grass
seed samples.

Figure 4 showedthat there has beena reduction in the number of samples containing mixtures of
seed. She explained that a reduction in the number of mixture samples causes a corresponding
drop in the number of tests conducted. For example, a two component mixture requires five tests,
whi le a sing le component sample only requires three tests . Because of th is correlation, the number
of mixture samples has a greater effect on the workload .

Figure 5 depicts the volume ofservice samples processed by the lab from FY2002-03 to the
present date. In FY 2006-07, the lab analyzed about 627 servic e samples and invoic ed
approxi mately $31, 000. In FY 2007-08, Meyer noted that the number of samples received year­
to-date was higher than in prev ious years for the yea r to date . She felt confident that the lab would
receive about 600 service samples. which is consistent with theaverage of prior years.

Deborah Meyer then reponed that she, Jim Effenberger and Riad Baalbaki attended the annual
mee ting of the Associa tion of Official Seed Analysts (AOSA) and Society of Com mercia l Seed
Technologists (SCST) in Cody, Wyoming. Each of them directed or part icipated on various
committees. Dr. Baalbaki also recently co-authored an AOSA Handbook on Seed Moisture
Determ inatio n Princ iples and Procedures.

The AOSA and SCST Execut ive Boards have asked Ms. Meyer to establi sh a committee to revi ew
the existing AOSA Rules and ident ify obsolete methods or multiple methods of quest ionable
equivalence . Her committee will attempt to determine if any methods need to be revised or
clarified . Recent efforts have resulted in submission ofabout twenty rule chan ge proposals for
consideration by the AOSA and SCST membership.

Rick Falconer motioned to approve Deborah Meyer's Seed Lab Repo rt, Marc Meyer seconded the
motion . Motion carried.

4. Seed Serv ices Fi na nces - (J ohn Heaton)

Heaton referenced the handout, titled "Follow-up on Bond Debt Repayment" (attachme nt 2). He
reminded and clari fied for the Board, that the Seed Lab actually has two budgets; a Seed Lab Ag
Fund budget (20.30.1 6) and a Seed Lab General Fund (20 .30.15) budget.
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He provided a quick summary of the building bond debt repayment situation, stating that in 2005
the Seed Services Progra m informed the Board that the Seed Lab Ag Fund was running out of
money. Three options were presented to the Board. The Board selected option #3, which was to
only use money in the Seed Lab Ag Fund for payment of the building bond debt. All other
expenses for the Seed Lab Ag Fund were to be transferred to the Seed Lab General Fund. At the
time, David Godfrey est imated that the remain ing funds in the Ag Fund, plus the revenue from
fees for Serv ice Samples, wou ld be sufficient to pay-off the bond debt in about eight years .

In May of2007, while prepar ing the Fund Condit ion Statement for the Seed Lab Ag Fund, Heaton
inquired with CDFA Financial Services as to the amount projec ted for paymen t of the Bond Debt
repayme nt in FY 2007/08. He was give n the following information:

For FY 2004/05 bond debt repayment was previously reported at $30,978.42 but was now
reported to be $2 1,468.42

For FY 2005/06 bond debt repayment was previously reported at $40,000.00 but was now
reported to be $31,345 .5 1.

For FY 2006/07, CDFA Financial Services was estimat ing a payment of$25,OOO.

For FY 2007/08, CDFA Financial Services projected a payment of SO (zero dollars) due to an
increased General Fund Bond Budget.

Since the Board was told in August 2005 that they should expect eight more yea rs of bond debt
repayment , the Board asked Heaton in May 2007 , to make sure the Board was "off-the-hook" for
the remainder of this Bond Debt repayment.

Heaton attempted in May 2007 and in November 2007 to ascertain the status of the future bond
debt repayments. Unfortunately, he has been unable to definitively learn from CDFA Budgets
Office or Financial Services if the Seed Advisory Board has indeed completed its portion of
repayment for the Bond Debt. He was told that even if there was an increase in the appropriation
to the General Fund Lease Bond Budget, it doesn ' t mean that it would get applied to the Ag
Fund's port ion of the bond deb t. He was told that more information wou ld be available later, once
Financial Services learns how much ofthe bond debt was paid by the Department' s General Fund
on the first installment.

Heaton will report again on this situation at the next Board meeting in May 2008 .

Chairma n Keithly asked for questions. There were none.

Heaton then provided a handout titled "Status of Assessment Collections and the Value of Seed
Sold in California" (attachment 3).

He reported that as of November 2007, there were 471 firms authorized to sell agricultural or
vegetable seed in California. Approximately 209 firms are headquartered outside of Californi a.

An analysis of reported seed sales showed that out-of-state firms reported thirty million dollar s of
lawn seed sales, sixty two million dollars of agricultural seed sales and eighty three million dollars
of vegetab le seed sales. Total seed sales in California by out-of-state firms were reported to be
approx imately one-hundred-seventy-six million dollars.

An analysis of reported seed sales in California by in-state firms showed about seventeen million
dollars of sales for lawn seed, seventy-one million dollars of sales for agricultural seed and about
one-hundred-seve nty million dollars of reported vegetable seed sales.
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The tota l reported seed sales were approximately S433,178,074 which generated assessments of
approxima tely SI ,386, 170. Heaton noted that approximately S835,517 was paid by California
firms, while S571,25 1 was paid by out-of-state firms. Combined with fees and penalties, total
collections for FY 2007 /08 were SI,406,768, which slightly exceeded the budget ofSI ,400,028
approved by the Board for FY 2007/08 .

Heaton then asked the Board to reference the handout tit led "Analysis of Assessments Co llected
on Seed Sales Made in California dur ing FY 2006-2007" (attachment 4) .

The handout provided a graph ical summary of ten assessment categories and the number of firms
in each assessment category. Heaton thought it was interesting to note that twe nty-one California
firms paid assessme nts in excess of SI0,000, for a combined assessment total of about S558,363,
while 156 out-of-state firms paid comb ined assessments of about S563,557.

As an additional analysis, Heaton queried the database to summarize the assessments and fees paid
by firms not registered prior to the 2004/05 fiscal year. He noted tilat 133 new firms were issued
authorization to sell seed in California since 2004/05 and paid SI IO,OOOin assessments in the
current fiscal year. Heaton compliment ed his staff for their efforts in enforcing the seed law and
noted that the added collections are a primary reason that the Secretary has bee n able to keep the
assessmentrate at thirty-two cents despite increases in costs to the program.

Heaton then referenced the yello w handout titled "Indirect Costs." He explained that it was a
communication from CDFA Financial that d irected him to inform the Board that they expected an
increase in Indirect Costs to continuous ly-appropriated or industry funded programs. The reason
for the increase was because the Department decided to calculate Indirect Costs based on total
budget rather than on personnel services, as previously done. Heaton explained that this change in
method is in line with the change in method for calculation of pro-rata that happened the previous
year, namely that the Department is using total budget instead of personnel services.

At the presenttime, Heaton is notsure how much the indirect costs will increase. The Staff
Services Analyst for the Nursery Seed and Cotton Program summarized all of the overhead
charged to each program. These included pro-rata, division IT, Direct Charge for Central
Services, Division Indirect, Indirect Executive/Administration and CalSTARS charges. The total
overhead was calculated to be about 15% of the budget. Heaton stated that he did not believe this
level of over head was extraordinary, especially in comparison to the overhead charged by the
University ofCaliforn ia. He asked Dr. Van Deynze if he knew what the total over head was at UC.

Dr. Van Deynze estima ted the UC overhead is around 52%, depending on the source of the
money. He added that there are some exceptions.

Heaton commented that the Department handles a tremendou s number of "hot" issues, including
heat waves that kill cows, Light Brown Apple Moth issues and aeria l spray ing for pests. He note d
that the Department must maintai n a staff of very knowledgeable experts and professionals to
travel to areas of crisis and explain the situation to citizens and the media. Unfortunate ly it costs
money for the Department to handle all of these situations.

Heaton summarized that even with the increased costs he believes the Seed Services Program will
remain in the black.

Bob Stewart asked Heaton if he believes there are many more unregistered sellers to be found,
noting that he has already found 133 new registrants.

Heaton acknowledged that about 1/3" of the firms presently authori zed to sell were not previo usly
registered . He thinks there are probably another 100 lirms that have failed to obtain authorization
to sell. He added that recent efforts on one company based outside of the United States brought an
assessment payment of over SIO,OOO. This collection demonstrates that the efforts ofenforcement
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are not just on little companies. He expressed hop e that he will be able to get a list from USD A of
firms shipping seed into Californi a ports.

Gabe Patin asked what excuse com panies offer for not previo usly payi ng.

Heaton replied that they typically j ust state that they didn ' t know they had to pay an assessment.
He added that these kinds of enfo rcement actions take a tremendous amount of time because the
companies usually call on the phone and attempt to find reasons why they should be exempt. It
often takes numerous communications with very thorough explanations of the consequence for not
following the law.

5. Seed Services Activities - (John Heaton)

a.) Status ofSampling by CDFA Biologists
Heaton reference d the white handout titled "Status of Sampling by CDFA Distr ict Biologists YT D
in FY 2007-08" (attachment 5). He explained that this report is produced each month by Seed
Serv ices Staff in the lab. It provides Heaton with a running ta lly of the seed samples submitted to
the lab by each district. He focuses on the red colum n because it provides him a snapshot of
whether the Biologists have collected enough samples at the year to date point in time . He likes to
see that value at 100% for each district, however he is not alarmed if it is not 100% because the
Biologi sts have oth er responsibilities to other programs. In addi tion, since the majority of planting
seed is only seasonally available in some districts, he expects that some Biologists wi ll fall behind
in sampling dur ing various times of the year.

Heaton commented that the tall y does not reflect the other effor ts being done by the Bio logists .
For example, the tally shows zero samples collected by the Sacramento District. This is not
entirely true however, because two of Sacramento Biologists accompanied Heaton on an
investigation that resulted in 10 investigatory samples being collected for possible PVP violation.

In addition, the Riverside Bio logists collected 9 samp les requested by the Federal Seed Regulatory
Testing Branch. Thos e samples are not included in the tally. It should also be noted that one of the
Riversid e Biologists was dep loyed for five weeks on the LBAM emergency proj ect, which help ed
to put the Riverside tally behind .

The Redding Biologist did an outstanding job responding to a possible seed comp laint in ear ly
October. Despite other responsibilit ies, he was able to make time to drive a couple hundred miles
and collect and investigatory sample that helped to head off the seed complaint.

Heaton noted that the program met the goa l of600 regulatory samples last year and although the
tally is a little low at the present time , he expects the program will meet the goal again this year.

b.) A nalysis of S eed S amples collected
He provided a series of pie charts and graphs that sum marized the sampling effort performed by
the CDFA Biologists during 2006/07 (attachments 6 through 20) .

The lab analyzed 609 reg ulatory sam ples, 283 of which were vegetable seed samples and 326 of
which were agric ultura l see d samples (anachment6). Ninety-two percent of the samples were
found to be in com pliance while 8 % failed (anachment7). Eighty -six percent of the failed
samp les were agr icultura l seed while only 14% of the failed samples were vegetable seed
(attachme nt 8) .

Heaton explained that the reasons for lack ofcompliance were ma inly due to the percent inert
material (--48% of failures) and the percent purity (-23% of failures) stated on the labe l. In
addi tion , abo ut 10% of the failed seed samples were vegetable seeds that were mis labe led for
percent germination (attachment 9).
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While mos t of the failed samp les were agricultural seed, Heaton also looked at the failed samples
by crop (attachment 10). The ana lysis revealed that 38% of the failed samples were gras s type
crops, with ano ther 16% of the fai led sam ples being pastu re mix, which could also possibly be
considered a grass type crop. Roughly then, about one-half of the failed sam ples were grass type
crops. Referencing back to attachment 9, he noted that those failures were mos tly due to
misstatement of the inert material. He added that a sample could become out of tolerance for inert
material simply as a result of how it was shipped or even sampled. Unless the inert material was
grossly misstated, he was not too concerned.

Deborah Meyer noted that toler ances vary depending on the chaffiness of species.

Jim Effenberger noted that it is a sliding scale . For exam ple the hig her you labe l the purity of yo ur
product, the smaller the tole rance for the inert material. Deborah Meye r noted that most lawn seed
and pasture mix are not label ed that high, ye t the lab found seve ral that were out of tolerance.

Heaton stated that about 13% of the failed grass samples were due to the components not adding
up to 100% (attachment 11).

Attachment 12 provide d an ana lysis of failed seed samples by county. Th e greates t number of
failures occurred in Imperial and San Joaquin counties, which were the counties where the most
sam ples were taken (attachment 13).

Attachment 14 summarized the sampling effort by reg ion or distr ict in the state. The bulk of the
sampling occu rs in the Central Region, where 45% of the samples are coll ected. The southern
region provides 24% of tile regu latory sam ples while the Sacramento and Northern regions
provide 18% and 13% respect ively.

Att achment 15 illustrates the pass/ fail status in each region. In terms of absolute numbers, the
failure rate was comparable across regions, with an average ofabout 13 failed samples per region.

Attachments 16 through 19 showed the types of seed sam pled in each region . The list sho ws that
there is a tremendous variety of seed types that the lab has to test.

Sue DiTomaso comm ented that the graphs also illustrate how diverse Californ ia is in term s of crop
product ion .

Deborah Meyer noted that service samples would add anot her set of crops that are not covered by
the seed law, such as the native grasses.

Jim Effenberger added that the charts illustrate the diversity of crops that the lab must test. He
reminded the Board that whil e labs in other parts of the county may handl e more samples of one
or two types of seed, the California State Seed Lab must handl e hundreds of different types of
seeds.

John McShane noted that the charts did not list any Ilower seed species.

Heaton responded that the Ca lifornia Seed Law doesn 't regul ate Ilower seeds.

Deborah Meyer noted that the lab does however, test Ilower seeds and nat ive grasses that are not
covered by the California Seed Law.

c.) Status ofSeed Complaints
Heaton then referenced the blue handout tit led " Report on Issues Related to Seed Complaints"
(attachment 20).
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The handout desc ribed various enforcement activ ities conducted by the Seed Services Program .
Heaton expla ined that when a ca ll about a possible seed complaint is received, it becomes the
Program 's top priority. He noted that the Program has been able to resolve several possible seed
complain ts by responding quickly to the issue . Heaton believes that the Board's decision to allow
a reduced number of official samples collected each year, has given his staff the flexib ility needed
to juggle workloads and respond quickl y when needed.

As an example, Heaton cited a recent ca ll received on October 2'" regarding poss ible weed seed
contamination. By October 4"' a CDFA Biologist had met with the farmer and pulled an
investigatory sample tram left -over and unopened bags of planting seed. On October I I th thestat e
seed lab repo n ed the puri ty test results, wh ich Heaton relayed to the labeler. By October 19'"
Hea ton received germination test results from the state seed lab, which he commun icated to the
farme r and the labeler. It appears that the quick respo nse by CDFA helped to clarify the situat ion
and avoid a full-blown seed complaint, which woul d have requ ired significant resources.

d.) New procedure f or violations to the Federal Seed A ct
Heaton reponed about a new pol icy of the Federal See d Lab that was reponed by representative of
the Federal Seed Regul ato ry Testing Branch at the annual meet ing of the Associat ion of American
Seed Control Offici als held in St. Paul, Minnesota. As ofJanuary 2007, instea d of holding serious
seed labeling violations until three violations are accumulated, charge sheets with a "pending"
status will be sent to the labeler as soon as an investigation is complete. This action will result in
faste r notification to seed companies about serious violatio ns of the Federal Seed Act. When three
violations are accumulated in a three year period, the pending charge sheet will becomeactive.

e.) Follow-up to motion urging recognition ofseed sampling methods
A cop y ofa letter sen t to the USDA 's California Plant Health Director was provided to the Board
(attachment 2 1). Heaton expl ained that the letter requested the USDA urge importin g cou ntries to
consid er thre e requests; recognition of equivalence of sampling when methods used by the Federal
Seed Regul atory Testing branch are used instead of ISTA methods, advo cacy against
implementation of sampling for seed hea lth that require the sole use of 1STA guidelines by
government offici als when sampling as a condition for issuance ofphytosanitary certificates, and
acceptance of samp ling met hods taught by US DA when sampling for seed hea lth.

A conference call was conducted on October 19, 2007 , as a follow-up to the lette r. The top ic of
discussion was endorsement requirements on import permits for seed shipped to certain countries.
The meeting participants agreed that a greater effortmust be made to communicate with foreign
governments to assure them that the seed sampling methods used by the USDA are substant ially
equi valent or repre sen tative of the entire lot, as the methods used by person s using the methods
taught by ISTA. USDA APHIS agreed to lead the efforts to gain recognition o f USDA
accreditation programs.

Deborah Meyer commented that she has been urging the National Seed Health System to adopt the
samp ling protocol taught by the Association of American Seed Control Officials (AA SCO), which
is what the Federal Seed Regulatory Testing Branch bases the ir pro toco l on . She noted that ISTA
has theirown set of test ing rules, theirown sampling protocols and their own seed health
protocols, which are different that what we have in North America.

Heaton stated that he believes the conference call was successful because it was communicated
that USDA need s to infonn countries that we have acceptable sampling methods and that the
results of our tests are representative of the entire seed lot. Panicipants felt this cou ld be achieved
by simply requesting that import regul ation s of fore ign countries also state acceptance of North
Ame rican methods, or some facs imile of that.
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Heaton added that this in an imponant issue because California exports the bulk of products that
require phytosanitary cenificates issued by the United States .

Ken Scarlett asked for the name of perso n at APHIS that was handling this issue.

Heaton was not sure but stated that he would find out.

Deborah Meyer added that Mike Ward is the APHIS represent ative on the National Seed Health
System. She stated that she would follow-up by forwarding a copy of Heaton's letter to that
group.

Heaton then asked Betsy Peterson to share the concern tbat Board membe r Dennis Choate
expressed, about new regulations forseed going into Mexico.

Peterson stated that Choate' s concern related to five new requirements for each label;
I . The label had to be in Spanish
2. The botanical Latin name for the species had to be present
3. Treated seed had to have a Spanish declaration stat ing that the seed was not for human

or animal consumption.
4. A declaration of the seed catego ry
5. The name and addre ss of the imponerllocal company responsible for the seed

Theconcern about these requirements involves prepackaging and labeling seed before you know
where the seed may be shipped and before you know the name of the customer that will be
receiving the seed or who will be respons ible for the seed .

Although CSA has a Spanish copy of the requ irements from Mexico , the APH IS peop le were
unaware ofany official publication s for these new requirements by Mexico .

Heaton commented that he had contacted the Federal Seed Regulatory Testing Branch and that
they were unaware of these new requirement s. He speculated that since these requirements
appeared in September, it could be that they are so new they haven 't had a chance to be
implemented to any s ignificant degre e.

Deborah Meyer commented that all of the countri es that require ISTA testing, use the botanica l
name and not the common name like in the U.S. and Canada.

Gabe Patin asked how Dennis Choate new about these requirements .

Peterson stated that her recollection is that Dennis learned of these new requirements during a
company seminar and that they were related by company people in Mexico. She acknowledged
that she does not know to what extent the regulations have been implemented.

Patin suggested to Keithly that perhaps the American Seed Trade Association' s representative for
Mexico could clarify the situation.

Chairma n Keithly expressed surprise about these developments, because he routinely ships seed
into Mexico and has heard of them.

Peterson noted that Mexico typicall y can take a long time to implement regulations or to respond
to concerns.

Keithly added that each borde r pan seems to have a different set of regulations.

Marc Meyer added that for many countries, it is not uncommon to learn ofa new regu lation until
you get a shipment turned back at the border.
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6. Status of Seed Subvention - (John Heaton)

Heaton explained that there is a provision in the seed law to pay S120.000 to county agric ultural
commissioners for seed law enforcement. That provision is section52313, which is set to sunset
on July 1, 2009 and be repea led January 1,2010. Heaton asked Chris Zanobini of the California
Seed Associa tion if the industry wished to continue the seed subvention program .

Zanobini repl ied that the industry wants to continue seed subvention, but they do not wish to
automatically pay each county SIOO, as presently in the law, if the county does not do any work.

Heaton replied that there are currently 18 counties that receive one-hundred dollars . He noted that
AB 856 has been proposed to change the language from CDFA "shall pay" each county S 100, to
CDFA "may pay" each county S I00.

From Heaton's perspect ive, even when counties do not have a labeler, they cenainly have some
seed being sold in their county and they do have opportunity to inform consumers or farmers
about the seed law. He believed those situations alone probably justify paying the each county a
minimum ofS IOObecause they will sure ly have some with minimal seed law enforcement
activities. He added that paying them the S I00 also gets them into the program and makes them
available to sit on an investigative committee if there is a seed complaint. Fina lly he noted that
some counties previously disliked processing an entire contract ju st for S IOO. Heaton believes that
this concern is no longer and issue because the CDFA Contracts Unit agrees payment can be made
through a memo of understanding authorized in statute.

Marc Meyer made a motion that the Board recommend the Secretary continue to pay a minimum
ofS l 00 to each county. Falconer seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Ken Scarlett mot ioned that the Board recommend CSA to sponsor legislation for the renewal of
seed subvention. and that the Secretary support such legislation . John McShane seconded the
motion. Motion carried

7. Seed Biotechnology Center- (Campbell! Van Deynze! DiTomaso)

a.) SHC Ilew additions and outreach

Sue DiTomaso announced that the Seed Biotechnology Cenler (SBC) selected Mike Campbe ll to
be the new Executive Director . She also noted the addition of Jeannette Mart ins to help with
production of outreach materials and Cathy Glaese r to serve as the Program Represe ntative for the
Plant Breeding Academy.

DiTomaso reponed on the success of the 2007 Depanmental Sympos ium on Translational Seed
Biology. She noted that there were more than 275 panicipants from 17 different countries.

In February the SBC will be offer ing a course on Breeding with Molecular Markers. This will be
the third time the SBC has offered this popular course. There are usually 60 to 70 persons that
attend this 2 day course.

Other outreach activities included Kent Bradford participating in an ASTA Program known as
FUSE, which is an outreach and educational opportunity for Future Seed Executives . In addition,
the SBC had a tour of California legislators and a student tour sponsored by CSA.

The SBC has started advertising for the next session of the Plant Breeding Academy. DiTomaso
noted that the first sess ion will be ending in June 2008 and that the new session will also be a two
year program. So far the SBC has already received 14 applicants from 5 countries for the 25 slots
available. She is optimi stic that more will be applying soon.
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Dr. Allen Van Deynze noted that the Academy requires ap plicants to a lready have Genetics 10 1,
Statistics 101 and an Agricult ural Biology background. He stated that these are necessary as a base
level to be successful in the Ac ademy.

b.) SBC and Regulatory Issues
Dr. Allen Van Deynze reported that the USDA is reviewing their biotech regulations and will
hopefully dev elop some new meth ods for regulating biotech crop s. The SBC hosted a public
comment meeting in connection with these proposed revisions. He noted that the USDA received
hundreds of comments including comments from CSA which Van Deynze helped to draft.

Another group Van Dey nze has been working with is involved with the Public Research and
Regulations Initiative Group. This is an international group of pub lic scie nce that ma inly
addresses the Cartagena Protoco l, which are regu lations that address how biotech seed will be
moved internationa lly. Since the U.S. will not sign the Cartagena Pro tocol, the PRRJ group works
to make sure the rules of tile Cartagena Protocol arescience-based. A meeting of the P~RJ was
held at UCD during the Seed Sympo sium to help educate people about the Cartagena Protocol.

The Specialty Crops Regulato ry Initiative (SCRI) is a project that Dr. Kent Bradford has been
working on. The SCRI is modeled after the IR4 Program, which ass ist with the regulatory process
of registering pesti cides for specia lty crops. Th e aim of the SCRJ is 10 develop a process to ass ist
with the regulatory process of biotech specialty crops.

A coexistence proj ect tha t the SBC has been involved with has to do with the recent re-regulation
of the Roundup Ready Alfalfa. The Na tional Al fal fa and Forage Alli ance (NAFA) asked Van
Deynze to moderate a meeting about coexistence. The meeting had about 80 attendees. The
interests of orga nic producers were articulately represented by a co-author of the Nationa l
Organics Program. The goal of the meeting was to address the USDA's Environmental Impact
Statement for the deregulation of Roundup Ready Alfalfa. NAFA will draft a white paper about
coexistence principles. The biggest issue from the organic side was a concern aboutbeing able to
coex ist and still produce organic seed . Van Deynze noted that nobody knew of a single acre of
organic alfalfa seed being produced in the U.S. Currentl y the organic alfalfa seed is imported
from Canada .

Van Deynze also reported that Forage Ge netics performed a gene -flow study on abo ut 20 0
commercial fields of Roundup Ready alfa lfa. By using the ir management principles to co ntro l
gene-flow, wh ich invo lve examining the neig hboring fields, they determ ined a worse case scenario
of 0. 18% adventitious presence. Th e average was about 0. 1%. The bottom line from these types
of studies is that it is not reali stic to have a threshold of zero and that an acceptable level or
threshold of tolerance must be agreed upon by the parties invol ved .

Another study that SBC has been involved with is a stud y to determine the effect of regulated
trials for biotech crops with new trait s. The analysis revealed that Ca lifornia has about 8.6 mi llion
acres of cro pland, of which about 2.6% are organic and 0.01% of the acres are dedicated to 77
biotech trials by 2 1 different inst itutio ns. Van Deynze noted that people sometimes claim there
are 1,200 biotech crop trials in Ca liforn ia when in reality that is the number of total tr ials since
1987. The real ity is that there are only 77 active tria ls today . The majority of the tr ials are corn
trials, then cotton and finally canola and sa fflower.

On a different note, the SBC has received a grant to test the biological properties and potential for
invas iveness of switchgrass, whi ch is of interest for biofuel product ion. He noted that rice
growers are part icularly worried about the potential for switchgrass to invade and become a
problem. Van Deynze added that since switchgrass in not native, it can onl y be grown in
California under a permit situation.
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Two other proje cts that Van Deynze is working on are the development ofa technique to identify
mutations in a specific gene of interest, and the development ofa high-throughput Marker System
for Genome-wide Colton Research . He stated that the excellent list of cooperators was part of the
reason the SBe was successful inobtaining the grants necessary to fund thisresearch.

A project that is of particular interest to the Seed Advisory Board is the continu ed work on
stewardship andco-existence in cotton. The current research is designed to measure the
movement of genes between Acala and Pima cottons, as well as between Pimas. He expects
results of these gene -flow stud ies to be available next June .

In total, the SHe was successful in procuring about $ 1 million in grants since last year.

Mike Campbell acknowledged the contribution from the Seed Advisory Board to the form ation of
the Seed Biotechnology Center. He expressed pride in the success of the SBC and gratitude in the
investment that the Board continues to make. He stated that he believ es the SBC is a partner with
CSA in terms of educ ation and outreach.

Campbell recently tra veled to Wash ington D.C. where he met with the President of ASTA to
discuss the possibil ity of holding a summ it at UC Davis to comm unicate the val ue of seed
biotech nology. Another idea is to conduct a new survey to assess the value of the Ca liforn ia seed
industry. He has also been in discussion with members of the Gates Foundation, who understand
that one of the first ways you can help the poorest of the poor is to help them through agriculture,
and the way to help agriculture is through seeds.

He envisions the SBC becoming the top service unit on the campus and he is optimistic about the
continued partnership with the seed industry.

8. Legislative Report - (Zanobini I Peterson)

a). Current legislative session

Chris Zano bini explained that CSA has imple mented a team appro ach to various legislative and
regulatory issues . The team is composed of some very experienced individuals at CSA , includ ing
himself, Debbi e Murdoch and Betsy Peterson. In addition, CSA has contract ed Denn is Albiani to
handle legislative affa irs. Mr. Alb iani used to work in the Governor ' s Office, and prior to that
served as the head of staff for the Senate Agricultural Committee. In addition, CSA has also
retained Tad Bell, who is a former Undersecretary from the California Department o f Food and
Agriculture. He will help with various legislative and regulatory issues.

Zanobini reported that durin g the first year of the present two-year legislative session, 964 bills, or
34% of the bills introduced, were passe d and sent to the Governor. O f the 34% passed, the
Governor signed 754 bills and vetoed 1 I4, wh ich is a veto rate of about 11%.

He then noted that the biggest upcomin g issue will probably be the budget cr isis. It is possible
that CDFA will face a 10% cut across all Divisions . He expects there will be many battle s to fight
to ensure adequate fundin g for CDFA. In the mean time, there are several bills the Board should
be aware of.

AB77I , which provi ded mitigation between bee handlers and the seedle ss citrus industry via a
conflict resolut ion proc ess administered by CDFA, was passed and signed by the Governor.

SB 180, which would have elimi nated private ballots in order to approve representation by a labor
union, was passed by the legis lature but vetoed by the Governor.

SB650, which had the same language as SB 180, except for 5 year sunset clause, was also vetoed.
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AB515 is currently being held in the Senate and will be addressed in the next session. CSA
opposes this bill which will require that OSHA set standards for permissible exposure limits to a
number of different agricultural chemicals.

SB20 I is opposed by CSA because it describes various pract ices that leary green vegetable
growers have to follow in order to dea l with E. coli and leary green vegetables. This bill is telling
growers, who already use good agricultural pract ices, how they have to operate their business. The
most objec tionable part of the bill is that the fine for a first is $10,000 plus a possible additional
$25,000 fine by the Department of Public Health . Essentially then, a grower could face a fine of
$35,000 for failure to adequately perform one of the many aspects of good agricu ltural practice s.

SB974 is also being held in the Senate . It would require the Ports of Oakland, Los Angeles and
LongBeach to collect a user-fee of $20 per 20 foot cargo unit, on incoming and outgoing
container cargo. The CSA believes that passage of this bill would detrimentall y impact the cargo
trade in Cali fornia.

b.) Follow-lip 0 11 COIl Ilt)' Ordinances
Heaton provided a salmon colored handout (attachment 22) titled "Chronology of discussion at
Seed Advisory Board Meetings about county ordinances and a recommendation to the secretary ."

In 2005 Rich Matteis, formerly with CSA, suggested that a future agenda should include a
discussion for a reques t by the Board, that the Secretary review ordinances enacted by counti es.
The Chair requested that such a discussion be placed on the agenda for the May 2006 meet ing.

The topic was placed on the agenda, but the discussion was tabled in May 2006 because the parties
requesting the discu ssion we re not present.

In November 2006, the discussion occurred during the report of the Seed Biotechno logy Center
when the Board began to talk about efforts for co-existence. Matteis commented that considering
the situation of Liberty Link Rice, the time was probably not right to pass any co-existence
legislation . Consequently the topic was really not addressed at the November 2006 meeting.

By May of 2007. the Board was confused as to what the original issue was and asked Heaton and
Peterson to review and refresh the Board ' s memory about the issue, with the hope that Matteis
could provide some additional recommendations to the Board. Since that time, Matteis has left
CSA, so the issue will need to be addressed by the remaining staff at CSA .

Zanobini responded that Matteis did not leave any direction s regard ing this issue but that CSA
would attempt to determine the status of the situation and report back in May 2008 .

c.) AB 541 update
Peterson reported that AB54 1 is a str ict liability bill that is presently on hold. In the interim, three
meetings have taken place to educate stakeholders and legislators. The Farm Bureau and the
Genetic Engineering Policy Project helped to organize themeetings, as well as Board member
Ken Scarlett .

The first meeting dealt with co-mingling. The idea was to bring the same number of people from
each side to discuss issues ofco-mingling and co-existence, relative to biotech crops.

A second meeting covering pharmaceutical crops was held last week.

A third meeting held j ust a few days ago, was organized to discuss the liability issue. This meeting
actually included discussions and presentations from lawyers about liability.
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Peterson commented that these meetings are interesting because the clearly demonstrate how
misinformation hinders effective communication and resolution of issues.

Future meetings are planned to discuss measures that can be taken to alleviateorappease
concerns. Peterson concluded that one of the big concerns for supporters of AB541 is that
biotechnology is taking away farmers' ability to save seed.

Sue DiTomaso noted that Kent Bradford and Allen Van Deynze have been able to attend these
meetings as well. They will continue to assist in clarification of the technology and concerns
associated with it.

d.) Follow-lip all proposal offinesfor PVP violations
Heaton referenced the purp le handout titled " PVP Complaints and possibl e new sections for the
CSL" (attachment 23).

He stated that in the past two years, the Seed Services Program has broken-up two large brown
bagging operations. He commented that these incidents have convinced him that the California
Seed Law does not offer much deterrence for these kinds of act ivity.

At the last Board meeting it was noted that Texas recently enacted a 52000 fine for violat ions of
the Plant Variety Protectio n Act. The Board asked Heaton to follow-up up with informat ion about
how this might be achieved in Californ ia. Heaton met with the CDFA Perm its and Regulations
staff who informed him ofsections 5309 through 5312 in the quarantine sect ion of the Food and
Agricultural Code. These sect ions could easily be modified to implement penalties for violation of
labeling varieties that have PVP protection.

As an example, Heaton ' s drafted propo sed sections 5248 9 through 52492 could be added to the
Californ ia Seed Law. He stated that these proposed sections came from the quarantine law and
were only changed slightly to reference relevant sect ions of the California Seed Law. They would
provide the opportunity for the secretary or commissioner to levy civil penalties against persons
violating section 52452(1). Heaton added that it is important to remembe r that civil pena lties are
different from civi l suit, which is what a PVP cert ificate holder can bring against a violator of their
intellectual property rights.

Heaton asked the Board if they wanted him to request CDFA Legal to review this first draft of the
propo sed sections 52489 through 52492. If appro ved by CDFA, the proposed sections could be
forwarded to CSA for further consideration and possible sponsorship of proposed legis lation .

John McCane asked Heaton if the PVP Certificate holders ofthe two recent brown-bagging cases
were satisfied with the outcome or would they like to see a law enacted?

Heaton responded that they were very pleased with the outcome of the effort s by Seed Services
and he does notknow if they want to see a morespecific law. It was during the investigations
however, that Heaton realiz ed how little strength the law had and how cumbersome it was for him
to affect a successful outcome. While he was able to gather evidence, it is not really clear if he can
simply tum the evidence over to the certificate holder. In addition , he noted that the law doesn 't
clearl y define the labeling requirements for PVP.

Gabe Patin commented that this issue is really an argument between the owner of the PVP and the
violator. In the past, the resol ution has been made between the parties. The PVP cert ificate only
needs to takea violatorto court i f they are unwilling to resolve the issue.

Heaton agreed , but he said a majo r obstacle to that scenario is the difficul ty that the PVP holder
has in obta ining the evidence. He added that art icles about PVP frequently talk about the
"evidentiary task" being very high for holders ofPVP cert ificates.
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Marc Meyeragreed and added that there are some serious legal ramifications surrounding how the
evidence is obtained and what can actually be presented in court. It is sometimes very difficult to
obtain the evidence necessary to substantiate a claim of PVP violation.

Gabe Patin asked if CDFA has the resources to pursue this.

Heato n replied that it cou ld be achieved with in the current sco pe of addressing labeling violations.
He wou ld simply inform violators of PVP labeling requirements that they coul d be fined 5100 0 for
continuing to violate the law.

Gabe Patin asked what would happen to the fine collected.

Heaton replied that the collection could com e back to the program or perhaps a potion could be
awarded to counties that identi fy the violation. Since the counties are already inspecting labels ,
this might pro vide an incentive to be more vigilant. He added that the Program tries not be
punitive but instead tries to simply get compliance . It would be nice, however, to have greater
punitive measures in place i f necessary .

Van DeynzeaskedHeaton what punitive measures are currently used.

Heaton repl ied that when labels are found to not be in compliance with tile law , the Program has
theauthority to issue a "s top-sa le" order.

Gabe Patin asked if the Board and the Program wants to get more invo lved on the PVP issue .

Heaton replied that the Program is already pretty invo lved. When he learns of possible vio lations
of the seed law, he is obl igated to investigate, including labeli ng problems related to PVP . He
acknowledged however, that the actual execution of the fine might get a bit involved. The point of
his presentation however, was to show the Board thatthere is a mechanism in the Food and
Agriculture Code to imp lement fines for violations of the code , and that it is already being done by
other CDFA programs, such as the program responsible for quarantine.

John McShane noted that the process seems to work well with Seed Services Program coll ectin g
the evidence for the certificate hold er.

Heaton stated that he is not comfortable obtaining evidence for cert ificate hold ers. He stated that
he believe s he need s to seek a legal opinio n from the CD FA Legal Offic e about rules of ev idence
and whether he can pass informatio n to the certificate holder.

He noted that his alternative to the way he preceded is to tum the cases over to the Federa l Seed
Regulatory Te sting Branch, which will investigate intrastate violat ions of PVP as well as interstate
violations.

Marc Meyer believes these kinds of violations will continue to occursince the evidentiary task is
so diffi cult for the certificate holder . He suggested takin g the proposal to the CDFA Legal
Department to learn what their reco mmendations are about penalties or fines for PVP vio lations .

Heaton stated that he is not anxious to fine violators. He prefers to identi fy the probl em and have
the violator come into compliance. He believes that just the possibili ty o f being fined woul d
compel mos t violators to brin g the see d into compliance.

Marc Meyer stated that presentl y violators of PVP figure the onus is upon the certi ficate holder to
come and find them. Because of that hurdle, enforcement of the PVP is somewhat impedant.
Violators seem to have no fear about consequences for violating PVP . He speculated that perhaps
it will take a regu latory agency to create the nece ssary deterrence to deliberate vio lations of PVP .
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Heaton agreed.

Scarlett added that it may be that some of the people violating the PVP Act do not even know
about the law.

Heaton agreed and added that one violator commented to him that there were no provisions in the
seed law that dealt with PVP.

Deborah Meyer noted that the proposed language indicates a fine of "not more than $ 1000." She
asked ifthat means the fine could be less.

Heaton said it could.

She suggested to simply set the fine at $1000, otherwise there may be efforts to negotiate lesser
amounts.

Betsy Peterson suggested that the topic be presented to the industry at a CSA conference .

Bob Stewart noted that the only part of the PVP law that really gets into the labeling law is the
pan about certification or Title V.

Heaton agreed.

Bob Stewart commented that it is not possible to enforce PVP if the seed is labeled variety-not­
stated (VNS) and the labeler makes no statement about PVP.

Heaton disagreed and stated that people cannot label PVP varieties as VNS.

Stewart clarified that if one states that the seed is a PVP Variety, then they cannot label it as VNS,
however if they don't say it is a PVP variety and they don't say anything about PVP, then they can
label it as VNS. He clarified that since they are not claiming the variety name, and are not
claiming PVP, then they are able to sell the seed labeled as VNS.

Heaton disagreed and noted that he has received more than one call where an individual wanted to
add left over inventory of a PVP variety into a mixture and call it VNS. He slated that when he
called the FSRTB he was told that this could not be done. He believes this is accurate, otherwise a
consumer could grow the seed and select PVP specimens for multiplication and he would not be
aware that he is propagating a PVP varietybecause he was not informed it was protected whenhe
bought the VNS seed containing the PVP variety. Heaton added that to sell a PVP variety as VNS
does not offerthe developer any protection of someone stealing their intellectual property.

Chairman Keithly directed Heaton to check with the FSRTB about clarification ofVNS and PVP.

9. Status of Arbitration Regulations - (Zanobini / Peterson/Heatou)

Heaton referenced Ihe brown handout titled "Status of Proposed Arbitration Regulations"
(attachment 24).

He provided the background that in September 2006 CDFA Legal Counsel identified additional
concerns about the proposed regulations for arbitration of seed complaints. Since September 2006
there has been a complele turnover of people involved in the development of thnse regulations. At
the request of CSA staff, a meeting was arranged in September 2007 to review the proposed
regulations and to determine how to proceed .
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Heaton noted that the current regulation s for the allernative dispute reso lution process are in
sections 3915 to 39 18 of the California Code of Regulations. The regulations prop osed for
arbitration would have effectively over-written theprevious provisions for conciliation and
mediation that are already in place. Heato n asked if the intent of the Board is to replace the
existingregulations with new regulations forarbitration.

The group at the Septemb er 200 7 meeting determined that this was a previous point of confu sion
as far back as 1999. Heaton was not able to find any records that clearly stated what the industry
wanted. The group decided that before CSA or CDFA could proceed, the industry and the Board
will need to clarify if it 's the ir intent to overwrite existing regulations or to add a third step of
arbitration to the alternative disput e resolution process.

In the mean time, Heaton cont acted the CDFA Agricultural Market ing Servi ce (AMS), which
provide staff to help Seed Serv ices mediate the seed comp laints. The ir reco llect ion was that the
allem ative dispute reso lution process for seed complaints was to be a 3-step proc ess. In addition,
Heaton learned that an outs ide arbitrator, which would be required by the proposed regulat ions,
presently costs about $450 per hour. The staff in the CDFA AMS estimate that a typi cal non­
bind ing arbitration of a seed compl aint will cost about $ 10,000.

Their parting comment was that it doesn't make sense to remove the current inexpensive and
effective steps of the allemative dispute resolution process, and replace it with the more expensive
process ofoutside arbitration. In additi on, such a development would remove much of the
department oversight.

Heaton also explained that the prop osed regulations call for a Seed Dispute Coun cil to be presided
over by an arbit rator that can advise the Counci l on matters of law. The CDFA Legal Counsel
informed the group that to advise on matters oflaw, the arbitrator will have to be an attorney.

CDFA Legal then requested CSA Legal to determine why they believe the arbitration proceedings
can be kept confident ial and not be subject to the Bagley-Keene Act.

Heaton reviewed forthe Board, the current regulations that provide conciliation, investigation.an
investigative committee meeting, and finally mediation. He notedthat similardiscussion was
conducted recently with the members ofCSA at their midyear mee ting in September 2007 , and he
asked Chr is Zanobinin to report the ir sentiment to the Board .

Chris Zanobini reported that the CSA Legislative Committee discussed the matter. There was
consensus that the alternative dispute resolut ion process should be a 3-step proc ess and that
arbitration should be cost-effective and non-binding. The CSA Legislative Committee suggested
that the wording of the propo sed arbitration regulations could be changed to remove the
requirement for a lawyer to preside. The CSA Board however, felt that if the current proc ess is
working, it may not be necessary to move forward with arbitration at this time. Before they would
commit to a decis ion, however, they asked for the Seed Serv ices Program to report the total
number of complaints. They particularly wanted to know how many have been reso lved by
mediation or simply dropped, and how many are released for further litigation. Only with this
information would they feel comfortable decid ing if the third step of arbitration is necessary.

Heaton responded that the number of seed comp laints varies from year to year . So far he has not
received a complaint in 200 7. The previous year he had two compl aints, one of which was
withdrawn by the complainant after recei ving the report from the investigative committee, and one
of which went as far as mediation but was released when the respondentrefused to go further. In
2005, there were 18 related seed complaints that were handled as two groups. One group settled in
mediation and one group failed in mediation, ultimately going to court.

Heaton commented that he bel ieves the existing regulations work. He summarized that probably
two-thirds of the comp laints get settled by the mediation step and about one-third are released for
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further litigation. Heaton added that his expe rience demo nstrates that probabil ity of a seed
complaint beingresolved through the alternative dispute resolution process is verydependent
upon how fast the part ies involved address the prob lem and how well the Program conducts the
investigation. As an exampl e he recalled one case where he collected soil samples and the state
Seed Lab did an outstanding job in identi fying every seed that was in each sample, ultimately
showing that the weed seed was in the soil before planting and not in the planting seed.

Gabe Patin noted that he believes part of the success for the existing process is the fact that a
committeeof two agricultural commissioners, two growers, two labelers, and other interested
partie s, are willing to sit in room and listen to the issues.

Heaton reiterated that he believes a successful proces s isin place already and he asked the Board
if they want to replace those existing regulations with th~ proposed regu lations or non-binding
arbitration, which would cost about $ 10,000 per arbitration.

Ken Scarlen asked Chris Zanobini if CSA has a recommendation for the Board .

Zanobini noted that since CSA has been try ing to get arbitration in place for the last 10 years,
there is a bit ofa feeling that we have to see it through. He acknowledged that it is not clear what
should be done . There was concern by CSA members that if the industry gives up, it sets a
preced ent that if the Department sta lls long enough, the requests of industry will go away .

Heaton stated that he understands that sentiment, howeve r he does not want to put something into
code that removes a process that works, just because of precedent. He suggested that perhaps a
less spec ific third step cou ld be added to the proce ss, something like "upon failure to reach
agreement in mediation, CDFA will urge the dispu ting parties to arbitrate," or "facilitate the
scheduling of third party arbitration."

Zanobini comm ent ed that the CSA Legis lative Committee would like to see a thi rd step , but that it
needs to be cost-effective. The CSA Board was not certain if the third step was eve n needed.

Chairman Keithly directed Heaton and Zanob ini to exp lore the deve lopm ent ofa third step to the
alternative resolution pro cess that would address the concerns expressed by CSA and CDFA.

10. Nominating Committee - (Gabe Patin and Marc Meyer)

Gabe Pat in noted the appointment of Paul Frey to the unexpired term of Ron Tingley and the
appo intment of John McShane to the unexpired term of Bill Van Skikes.

Patin noted that several terms will be expi ring March 3 I, 2008 and he made a motion that the
following ind ividuals be recommend ed to the Secretary for reappointment.

John McShane
Rick Falconer

Kelly Keithly
Denni s Choate

George Hansen

Ken Scarlen seconded the mot ion. Motion carried.

Heato n reminded the Board that although they passed a motion for recomm end ation of
reappointment, the Department' s polic y is to post the Board vacancies so that other peopl e have
the opportunity for consideration to serve on the Board as well. He expl ained that if anyone else
cont acts him about serving, he will also present their name for consideration by the Secretary
along with the recommend ations just approved by the Board .

Chairman Keithly announced that there wi ll be an officer election at the May 2008 Board meeting.
The offices for election are President and Vice Chair. Keithly appointed an Office r Elections
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Committee composed of Rick Falconer as the Chair, John McShane and Dennis Choate as
members . They will report back to the Board at the next meet ing, at which time an elect ion will
be conducted.

Chris Zanobini requested a discussion about a motion passed by the CSA Board, to allow dea lers
and not j ust labelers, to serve on the Seed Advisory Board.

Mike Colvin asked if such a change would require a change in the regulations.

Heaton replied that to change the compo sition of the Board would require a statutory change. He
added that CSA would have to find a sponsor to request the legislature make the change in law.

,
Gabe Patin suggested that the Board approve the recommendation to allow dea lers to serve on the
Board.

Marc Meyerasked for more discussion and"requested clarification about exactly what such a
change would involve.

Heaton read the current section 52291 . "There is in the Department a Seed Advisory Board
consist ing of eleven members appointed by the Secretary nine of whom shall be labelers regis tered
under the provisions of this chapte r and two of whom shall be members of the public."

He added that the proposed changes could instead say that the nine members would have to be
labelers or seed deale rs. He noted that the big difference between labelers and dea lers is that
labelers are the ones that are responsible for paying the assessment. Dealers do not pay
assessments.

Marc Meyer commented that he believes there is a needed component from dealers, however the
peop le that pay the assessments should be the maj or component of the Board.

Patin noted that the Board has had dealers as members in the past. Meyer stated that he
understood that but he reiterated that the major compo nent of the Board should be labelers.

Falconercommented without a limitation on the number of dealers, the Boardcould become
popula ted with all dealers.

Heaton added that a Board ofall dealers might not be as reluctant to increase the assessment rate
since they are not the ones directly paying it.

Zanobini suggested that the legislation could be written in such a manner as to maintain a majority
component oflabelers.

Scarlett suggested that the legislation could provide for seven labelers, two dealers and two public
members. Patin agreed.

Zanobini requested that the Board address the restructuring issue now so that CSA could move
ahead with proposed legislation.

Patin motioned that the Board be comprised ofeleven individuals , two of which are public
members, two of which may be dealers , and the remaining balance to be seven labelers.

Ken Scarlett seconded the mot ion. Motion passed .

11. Closed Executive Session
Chairman Keithly asked if any of the Board members felt it was necessary to meet in closed
session. No requests were made.
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12 . Reconvene from C losed Executive Session - not necessary . No request s.

13. Public Com ment Pe riod
Chairman Keithly asked if any member from the audience wished to addre ss the Board . No
requests were made.

14. Other Items

a.} Next meeting date
Chairman Keithly set the date for the next Board Meeting for Thursday May 15, 2008 at the Seed
Biotechnology Center in Davis. '

b.) Recognition ofService
Chairman Keithly formally recognized and thanked departing Board members Ron Tingley and
Bill Van Skikes for their years ofdevoted service.

15. Adjournment

Chairman Keithly reques ted a motion to adjourn.

Scarlett motioned that the meeting be adjourned. Falconer seconded. The motion carried and the
meeting was adjourn ed at II :30 am. .

Respectfully submitted by John I-leaton, CDFA Secretary to the Californ ia Seed Adv isory Board

16. Attachments
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Attachment 1

CDFA Seed Laboratory Report
Seed Advisory Board Meeting

November 15, 2007

The Seed Laboratory staff of the Plant Pest Diagnostics Branch consists of five Seed Botanists, two
Agricultural Biological Technicians (one shared with the Seed Services Program), one Senior Laboratory
Assistant and additiona l support from temporary, part-time Scientific Aides (some on loan from other
labs). The laboratory workioad consists primariiy of seed quality assessment testing, seed and fruit
identification, professional consultations, iaboratory quaiity assurance (i.e., equipment maintenance and
calibration, database entry, document preparation, database management, seed herbarium curation,
etc.). The remainder of the time is devoted to professiona l enhancement activities, such as seed
research, professional meeting attendance , workshop and seminar presentations, professional
organization committee work and other activities mandated by the department.

Sample Workload

The Seed Laboratory sample workload is segregated into five general categories: (1) quarantine noxious
weed seed examination in support of both interior and exterior quarantine inspection programs ; (2)
identification of unknown seeds and fruits submitted from a variety of sources , including federal, state,
county, university, and private entities; (3) mill approval inspection for viable weed seeds in livestock feed;
(4) fee based service sample seed quality assessment testing; and (5) regulatory label compliance
testing, also for seed quality assessment. A summary of the Seed Laboratory sample workload for the
2006 -07 Fiscal Year is given in Table 1. The percentages of tests completed represent ing each sample
type are given in Figure 1 (pie areas represent the percentage of each sample type within the workload,
not the percentage of time required to complete the tests).

Tabl e 1. Sample workload for 2006-07 Fiscal Year.

Type of ~af!lP~

._Quarantin_e inspection

,--!gentification

I_Mill approval

Service

_Regulatory label compliance

. To tals

# S"-f!lp les Rece ived

1078- --- --~ ~--

424- --
84

627

694- - _._---
2907

# Test s C0f!lIlI eted

1078

458

84

1395

1974

4989

Figure 1. The percentages of the test workload representing each sample type for the 2006 -07 FY.

Regulatory
39%

Identification
9%

Feed Mitl
2%

Service
28%
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A comparison of overall sample workload and breakdown by sample type for the last five fiscal years is
given in Figure 2. As expected, the numbers of regulatory samples dropped due to the change in the
seed-sampl ing program (i.e., county sampling suspended and state sampling initiated). The laboratory
experienced a 376% increase in the number of identification samples received this fiscal year compared
to last year because of increased emphasis on private vehicle inspections at the border stations. There
was an unexpected drop in the numbers of quarantine samples because of a change in the demand for
inspection under the Origin Inspect ion Program (OIP). As a result of these changes the total number of
samples received was the lowest for the last five fiscal years.

Figure 2. Comparison
of numbers of samples
received for each type of
sample and total number
of samples received for
the last five fiscal years.
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Regulato ry Samples

Although the overall numbers of regulatory samples have steadily decreased over the past three fiscal
years, as planned, during the 2006-07 FY the proportion of the regulatory samples devoted to vegetable
seed increased and correspondingly samples of agricultural crops decreased (Figure 3). The percentage
of samples drawn from lawn seed decreased only slightly.
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Figure 3. Types of
regulatory samples
received for the
2004-05, 2005-06
and 2006-07 fiscal
years.
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Figure 4, Types and numbers of regulatory seed mixtures.

1D Lawn Mix Forage Mix I

Additionally, the numbers of forage ,
pasture and lawn seed mixtures (l.e.,
mixtures of two or more kinds of seed)
has steadily decreased over the last
three fiscal years (Figure 4). The
decline in the number of seed mixtures
has contributed to the decline in the
total numbers of purity and germination
tests required. For example, a mixture
consisting of two kinds of seed
translates to a minimum of five tests in
the iaboratory (i.e., one noxious weed
seed exam, two purity tests and two
germination tests), whereas a sample of
a single kind of seed requires only three
tests (i.e., a noxious weed seed exam,
purity analysis and germination test) .
As the number of kinds increases in a
mixture, so does the number of tests
required.
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Service sample invoicing for the 2006-07 FY was ~o 995 representing fi27 samples received. First
quarter sample numbers indicate a potential increase in service sample testing for the 2007-08 FY
(Figure 5) as this is the highest number of service samples received in the first quarter since the 2002-03
FY. The projected number of services samples for 2007-08 FY, shown in Figure 5, is based on the
average number of samples received for the previous five years.

Figure 5. Six-year comparison of first quarter (year-to-date July - Oct; YTD) versus total service sample
workload
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Out-of-state Travel

In June, Deborah Meyer, Jim Effenberger and Riad Baalbaki attended the Association of Official Seed
Analysts (AOSA) and Society of Commercial Seed Technologis ts (SCST) annual meeting in Cody,
Wyoming . The out-of-state trip report is attached for your review.

Symposia and workshops

At the AOSAISCST Annual Meeting, Ms. Meyer was an invited speaker at the Native Seed Symposium .
She gave two presentations : (1) Pure seed versus inert matter: How do you know when testing native
species, and (2) Laboratory sampl ing, purity and viability test relationships (a joint presentat ion with Mr.
Larry Prentice, Mid-West Seed Services , Inc., Brooking, SO). The focus of the symposium demonstrated
the need for improved laboratory testing methods to assess seed quality of native species that do not
have the same physical and phys iological attributes as conventional cultivated crops.

Also at the AOSAISCST Annual Meeting, Dr. Baalbalki served as co-organizer and instructor for the
Statistics Workshop. Participants were instructed on principles of experimental design, data analysis and
interpretation of results, as well as use of online statistical analysis programs .

In September, Ms. Meyer, Mr. Effenberger and Dr. Baalbaki attended the Translational Seed Biology
Symposium sponsored by the UC Davis Seed Biotechnology Center.

Publications

Dr. Baalbaki, along with Dr. Sabry Elias (Oregon State University Seed Laboratory) and Dr. Miller
McDonald (Ohio State University) authored the recently published AOSA Handbook on Seed Moisture
Determination Principles and Procedures.

Seed Testing Rules

Following the 2006 AOSAISCST Annual Meeting, the AOSA and SCST Executive Boards asked Ms.
Meyer to establish a committee (Rules Issues and Review Committee) with the purpose to review the
existing AOSA Rules and identify obsolete methods or multiple methods of questionable equivalence.
The committee was also charged with determining ways to clarify the text to eliminate the potential for
multiple interpretations leading to non-uniformity of test results within and among laboratories. As a resull
of the first year of work by the committee, Ms. Meyer has submitted nineteen AOSA rule change
proposals related to seed sampling, purity testing and other examinations. Dr. Baalbaki and the
Germination and Dormancy Subcommittee have also submitted proposals related to germination testing
for this same purpose.

Service to Professional Organizations

Jim Effenberger

• Member - Executive Board, AOSA (2005 - present)
• Chairperson - Bylaws Committee, AOSA (1995 - present)
• Chairperson - Ethics Committee, SCST (2003 - present)
• Member - Purity Testing Research Subcommittee, AOSA (1994 - present)

Riad Baalbaki

• Chairperson - Germination and Dormancy Research Subcommittee, AOSA (2006 - present)

24



• Co-chairperson - Vigor Evaluation Research SUbcommittee, AOSA (2007)

Deborah Meyer

• Associate Editor - Seed Technology, 2001 - present
• Chairperson - Rules Issues and Review Committee , AOSA (2006 - present)
• Chairperson - Purity Testing Research Subcommittee, AOSA (1994 - present)
• Member- Purity Committee, International Seed Testing Association (ISTA) (1995 - present)
• Member - Registered Seed Technologist Board of Examiners, SCST (2002 - present)
• Member - Community Advisory Council of the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics,

California State University, Sacramento (2005 - present) .
• National Plant Board Representative - Nationa l Seed Health System - Seed Testing Working Group

(2000 - present)
• Member - AOSNSCST Task Force studying the feasibility of merging the two organizations into one

North American Seed Testing Organization.

25



Attachment 2

Follow-up on Bond Debt Repayment
Presented by John Heaton

Seed Advisory Meeting Nov. 15,2007

Remember that in Nov. 2005 the Board was presented with 3 options of how to handle
the declining funds in the Seed Lab. Ag Food.

The Board approved the third option, which was to use money in the Seed Lab Ag Food
(Code 20.30.16) to only pay the bond debt. All of the expenses for the Seed Laboratory
Ag Food (20.30.16) would be transferred to the Seed Laboratory (20.30.15) . At that
time, David Godfrey estimated that the remaining funds in the Ag Food of 20.30 .16 could
be used to payoff the bond debt, which will take about 8 more years .

Last May, in preparing the Food Condition Statement for the Seed Lab Ag. Food, Heaton
was told that the following: .

04/05 was $30,978.42 has been changed to $21,468.42
05106 was $40,000.00 has been changed to $31,345.51
06/07 estimated 25,000.00
07/08 estimated zero due to increased GF Lease Bond Budget

Since this was different than what the Board was expecting, immediately after the Board
meeting, Heaton sent the following email on May 10, 2007.

"Marlene,
The Seed Advisory Board was very pleased with the Bond Debt Repayment numbers.
Thank you.

I don't know if you can answer this question, but ifnot, perhaps you can forward this
question to the person or people that can.

One question the Seed Advisory Board had about the zero dollar projection for future
Bond Debt Repayments, is if the payment goes to zero, does this mean that the Board is
off the hook for the remaining years that they expected to pay the Bond Debt?

In August 2005, they were given the information they had about 8 more years of
payments at around 30K per year.

They just want to know if they can reallocate money for different expenditures in the
future.

Thanks
John Heaton"

Bond Debt Repayment.doc 26



The reply from the Budget Office was different than what was received from Financial
Services.

On May 11 , 2007 Heaton received the following email from the Budget Office.

"Hi John,
We have the budget numbers for the bond debt payment for the 2007-08 fiscal year only.
We cannot confirm for any year beyond 2007-08 that your bond debt payment will be
anything except what is on the amortization schedule given to you previously. Please let
me know if you have any other questions. Thanks ! .

Angela Guzman
Staff Services Manager
Office of Budgets & Program Analysis
Ca Department of Food & Agriculture
916-653-7516
aguzman@cdfacagov

Since the Budget Office could not confirm any future projections, Heaton decided to wait
before asking again.

On November 1, 2007 Heaton explained the situation in an email to the new Financial
Analyst and asked for clarification.

The new Financial Analyst believes that an error was made last spring and that the Bond
Debt is still due, however she won't know for sure until later in November.

When the bond was originally put into place, it was agreed that the General Fund would
pay a portion of the debt and the CA or Ag Fund Programs would pay a portion.

Even if there was an increase in the appropriation to the General Fund Lease Bond
Budget, that doesn't mean it would get applied to the Ag Fund's portion of the debt.

This appears to be where the previous Analyst made a mistake. We will know for sure
later in the month, when we learn how much was paid on the first installment by the
General Fund.

Bond Debt Repayment.doc 27



Attachment 3

Status of Assessment Collections and the Value of Seed Sold in California
Presented by John Heaton Sr. Ag. Biologist CDFA Seed Services Program

Seed Advisory Board Meeting - November 15, 2007

For the 2007-08 renewal cycle, 47 1 companies ob tained authorization to se ll
seed in CA. Many of these firms do busi ness under more than one name,
making a tota l of 626 firms listed on the directory of firm s authorized to se ll seed.

It is of inte rest to note that of the 471 firms authorized to sell seed in California,
209 of them are from out of state.

Seed sales reported for fiscal year 2006-07 broke down as fo llows:

Sales Reported: Lawn Seed Agricultural Seed Veg Seed TotalSales Assessments
Outof StateFirms $30,1 57,439 $62,1 53,224 $83,800,857 $1 76 ,11 1,520 $563,557
CA Firms $16,751,934 $70,740,120 $169,574,500 $257,066,554 $822,613
Totals $46,909,373 $1 32,893,344 $253,375,357 $433,178,074 $1,386,170
Assessment $1 50,1 10 $425,259 . $81 0,801 $1,386,170

These sales generated assessments of approximately $1,386,170

Combined license fees, assessments and penalti es colle cted du ring the current
renewal cycle were $1,406,768 wh ich is abou t $7,000 more than the approved
budget for Seed Services.

Breakdown of collections (including fees and penalties) we re as follows:

CA firms paid $835,517
as firms pa id $571,251
Total paid $1,406,768 which is > $1,400,028 approved by the Board for 07/08

Collections from firms not previously registered:

Since 2004/05 the Seed Services Program has received requests for authorization to
sell seed in California from 133 firms not previously registered. These firms paid
approximately $110,000 in license and assessment fees during the most recent renewal
period. The amount paid by the fifty five firms located in California was approximately
$60,000. The difference was paid by 78 firms located outside of California.

This $110,000 is more revenue than the Secretary would expect to generate if increased
the assessment rate by one cent on the firms authorized to sell seed in California prior to
FY 2004-05.

In other words, the efforts by CDFA to identify firms that were previously unauthorized to
sell seed in California has meant that the Board has not recommend to the Secretary
that he increase the assessment rate on firms that are operating according to the law.

CDFA will continue to explore ways to identify firms that have not obtained authorization
to sell seed in California and to collect appropriate fees.
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ANALYSIS OF ASSESSMENTS COLLECTED ON SEED SALES MADE IN CALIFORNIA
DURING FY 2006-2007
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Status of Sampling by CDFA District Biologists YTD in FY 2007-08
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Percentage complete for the entire year is the same as iast year @ 23%. This is about 75% of what counties historically
submitted (See Nov. 2005 SAB Notes), but still comparab le since there are fewer mistakes .

Tally does not reflect 10 investigative seed samples coliected for possible PVP violation

One Biologist was assigned to LBAM for 5 weeks & the other had surgery and was out for about 6 weeks
Riverside Biologists have collected 9 samples for submission to FSRTB.
Riverside Biologists worked with Imperial County to tactfully handle a seed borne pathogen issue.

Assisted in investigation of possible seed compla int.

Number of Samples Submitted for 2007-200B.xls Seed Advisory Board Meeting - Nov. 15, 2007



Attachment 6

Ag Seed Samples vs . Veg. Seed Samples in
FY 2006/2007

283
Vegetable

Seed
Samples

47%
326

Agricultural
Seed

Samples
53%

Figure 2. Seed Advisory Board Nov. 15, 2007
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Figure 3.

Attachment 7

Percentage ofsamples in Compliance during
FY 2006-2007

Seed Advisory Board Nov. 15, 2007
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Figure 4

Attachment 8

Proportion of Failed Seed Samples collected
during FY 2006/07

86%
Agricultural

Seed Advisory Board Nov. 15,2007
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Attachm ent 9

Grouping of Reasons why 51 seed samples
collected in FY2006·2007 were not in compliance

V2-G
10%

A2-HS
3%

A2- G
2%

A2-4
7%

A2-3
3%

A2-1 =Ag Seed - % pure seed mislabeled
A2-2 =Ag Seed - % inertmattermislabeled
A2-3 = Ag Seed - components < or > 100%.
A2-4 =Ag Seed - % weed seed mislabeled
A2-G =Ag Seed - %genninationmislabeled
A2-HS = Ag Seed - %hard seed mislabeled
A2-NLK = Ag Seed - kind notproperty labeled
A2-PI = Ag Seed - % purity and % inertmislabeled
V2-G = Vag Seed- germination< standard
V2-N = Vag Seed - lacking varietalname

Figure 6.

V2-N
2%

A2-2
48%

A2-1
23%

Seed Advisory Board Nov. 15,2007
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Attachment 10

Analysis of Failed Seed Samples by Crop for
FY 2006-2007

Pumpkin
2%

Pasture Mix
16%

Figure 7.
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2% \
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Seed Advisory Board Nov. 15,2007
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Attachment 11

REASONS FOR FAILED GRASS SAMPLES
COLLECTED DURING FY 2006-2007

A2-PI
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A2-1 =Ag Seed - % pureseed mislabeled
A2-2 =Ag Seed - % inertmattermislabeled
A2-3 =Ag Seed ~ components < or > 100%
A2-4 =Ag Seed - % weed seed mislabeled
A2-G = Ag Seed - % germination mislabeled
A2·HS =Ag Seed - % hardseed mislabeled
A2-NLK = Ag Seed - kind notproperly labeled
A2-PI =Ag Seed - % purity and % Inertmislabeled

Figure 8.
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Seed Advisory Board Nov. 15,2007
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Attachment 12

Tally of Ag &Veg Seed Samples that
Failed in each County during 2006/07
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Figure 9. Seed Advisory Board Nov. 15,2007
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Attachment 13

Analysis of Pass/Fail status by County for all
samples collected during FY 2006/07
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Figure 10. Seed Advisory Board Nov. 15, 2007

38



Attachment 14

Seed Samples Collected by Region
during FY 2006/07

Southern Region
146 Samples

24% .

Central Region
272 Samples

45%

Sacramento Region
118 Samples

18%

./

Figure 11. Seed Advisory Board Nov. 15, 2007
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Attachment 15

Analysis of Pass/Fail Status for Samples
Collected in each Region during FY 2006/07

Southern RegionI '"

Central Region

Sacramento RegIon

Northem Region .
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Figure 12. Seed Advisory Board Meeting - Nov. 15. 2007
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Attachment 16

Kinds of seed sampled by Central Reg1.Q.n.
during 2006-2007

Wat ermelon, 9 .

Vetch , 1

Tum ip,2

Triticale, 6

Trefoil, 1

Tomato, 6

Sudangrass , 2

Squash, 10

Spinach , 1

Ryegrass, 1

Radish, 4 - ,
"-

Pumpkin, 1

Perennial Ryegrass,
14

Pastu re Mix , 5

Oats, 16

Mustard, 5 -.1JJ
Muskmelon, 2

Melon, 7

Figure 13.

Alfa lfa, 14

Annual Ryegrass, 4

Arugula, 1

if
Barley, 3 .

Basi l,1

Bean , 9

Beet, 2

Broccoli,7

Brussels Sprouts, 1

j Cabbage, 6

/ j Carrot, 4

/ /" Cauliflower, 4

Ir Celery, 2

/ - Clover, 4

- Coriander, 1

Com, 10

Cotton, 11

'--Cucumber, 9

" - DiII, 1

~"'---- Fescue, 6

~ Forage Mix, 4

t Gra ss, 10

Honeydew Melon, 1
Lettuce, 25

Kohlrabi, 1

272 Samples collected by
Central Region

Seed Advisory Board Meeting - Nov. 15, 2007
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Attachment 17

Kinds of seed sampled by Northern Reg1.Qn.
during 2006-2007

Watermelon, 7

Triticale, 1

Squash, 8

Safflower, 1

Rice, 13

73 Samples collected
by Northern Region

Figure 14,

Wheat, 4 Alfalfa, 2
Asparagus, 3

Barley, 4

Cucumber, 7

--Forage Mix, 1

---- Lettuce, 1

',----Okra, 1

L Onion, 2

II Pasture Mix, 2

Perennial
Ryegrass,1

Pumpkin, 1

Radish,2

Seed Advisory Board - Nov 15,2007
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Attachment 18

Kinds of seed sampled by Sacramento
Region during 2006-2007

Tomato, 19

Squash, 6

/
Ryegrass, 1 _ /

Figure 14.

Pumpkin, 1 J
Pepper, 2

Pea, 2

Pasture Mix, 2

Pak Choi, 1

Oats, 2

Mustard, 1

Asparagus, 6

Bean, 14

~~;::;:::~-Beet, 1~ ~Bent9 rass , 1
"

-'- Carrot, 1

\\-, Cauliflower, 1

Cd\~- Celery, 1

L Clover, 1
-,

' - Cowpea, 3

'.
~ "- Cucumber, 2

Fescue, 2

118 Samples collected by
Sacramento Region

Seed Advisory Board Meeting - Nov. 15, 2007
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Attachment 19

Kinds of seed sampled by Southern Region
during 2006·2007

Watermelon,31
Turnip, 3 Wheal, 5

Tomato, 3

Sudangrass, 3

Squash,2­

Spinach,5

Ryegrass,2

Perennial Ryegrass, 15

Pepper, 4

Pea, 1

Pasture Mix, 2- /

Parsley, 1

Pak Choi, 3

Kikuyugrass, 3

,
Alfalfa, 4

Annual Ryegrass, 1

Arugula,2

Asparagus, 1

I Barley, 2

I Bean, 3

Beet, 2

Bermudagrass, 11

/ - Bluegrass, 4
-:
~ Brassica, 1

/ - Broccoli, 4

~Cabbage , 1

- - Carrot, 1

' - Chard, 1

"'--Coriander, 4

"'--Com, 1

"-Cotton, 4

' - Cucumber, 3

" - Dill, 1

Grass, 15

146 Samples collected by
Southern Region
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Attachment 20

REPORT ON ISSUES RELATED TO SEED COMPLAINTS

Seed complaints and enforcement activit ies by COFA in 2006-2007

The Seed Services received numerous ca lls about potential seed complaints. Each call was
immediately elevated to top priority for the staff at Seed Services. Two of the calls were related
to possible weed contamination and two calls were related to poor seed or weak germination.
For three of these potenti al complaints, a COFA biologist was directed to immedi ately contact
the complainant and perform the following initial steps: ;

Observe and photograph the crop alleged to be contaminated
Observe other fields in the production area for similar problems
Inquire about field history and cultural practices
Inform the grower of the seed complaint process
Sample any unopened containers of seed and send them to the COFA lab

The call for the most recent "possible" seed complaint was initially received October 2"d . By
October 41h

, a COFA Biologist visited the farmer and collected a seed sample. By October II th
the seed lab had purity results that I relayed to the labeler and complainant. By October 191h

, I
called the labeler and complainant with the germination test results. It appears that the quick
response by COFA and the findings by the lab that the seed was of exce llent quality was enough
to discourage the fanner from pursuing a full blown seed complaint.

This example demonstrates the importance of having flexibi lity of assigned duties to that staff
can quickly respond to possible seed complaints and possibl y di ffu se the situation.

Change in how FSRTB will handle FSA Violations.

Presented July 2007 by Gene Wilson of the FSRTB , at the Annual Meeting of the
Western Association of Seed Control Officials (WASCO)in Sl. Paul Minnesota.

The Seed Regulatory and Testing Branch (SRTB) received two FSA complaints
from the western region. These FSA complaints were submitted by two states.
These complaints resulted in one letter of warning . The other complaint is still
under investigation.

Please note a change regarding the handling of seed violations: The SRTB used
to hold serious violations until three were accumulated in a three- year period
before charge sheets were sent to a seed company. If only one or two violations
were accumulated in the three-year period, they were settled with letters of
warning . As of January 2007, instead of holding these serious violations until
three are accumulated, the charge sheets with a "pending" status are sent as
soon as the investigation is complete. This action results in a faster notification
of seed companies about their serious FSA violations. When three are
accumulated in the three- year period , the pending charge sheets become active.
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ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

A.G. KAWAMURA, Secretary

Attachment 21
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

=============================~==~~~~~~~~DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
Pest Exclusion Branch
Nursery Seed and Cotton Program
1220 N Street, Room A-372
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 654-0493

July 30, 2007

Ms. Helene R. Wright
State Plant Health Director, California
United States Department of Agriculture
650 Capito l Mall, Suite 6-400
Sacramento, CA 95814
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Dear Ms Wright,

Attached is a summary of the problem that seed companies are encountering with respect to
import requirements for seed to various countries.

One possible solution would be to get foreign governments to recognize the seed sampling
methods taught by the USDA Federal Seed Regulatory & Testing Branch (FSRTB) as
substantially equivalent to the methods used by samplers affiliated with labs accredited by the
International Seed Testing Association (ISTA). Towards this end, two seed organization have
recently passed motions to that effect.

1) On May 9, 2007 the California Seed Advisory Board passed a motion that the California
Seed Advisory Board formally recognizes that the seed sampling methods taught by the
USDA Federal Seed Regulatory and Testing Branch are substantially equivalent to the
sampling methods used by individuals using 1STA guidelines and affiliated with ISTA
Accredited Labs;

In addition, John Heaton/CDFA was directed to contact USDA APHIS and any
relevant organizations and regulating agencies, informing them of the Board 's
posit ion and urging them to:

A. Formally recognize the equivalence of sampling by methods taught by the USDA
FSRTB to the guidel ines for sampl ing seed taught by 1STA accredited labs.

B. Advocate against the implementation of sampling for seed health that requires the use
by USDA of 1STA guidelines as a condition for fulfillment of conditions of an Import
Permit or issuance of phytosanitary certificates.

C. Advocate for acceptance of sampling for seed health to be done by persons trained by
the USDA because they use substantially equivalent to seed sampling methods
specified under 1STA guidelines.

2) On July 16, 2007 the Western Association of Seed Control Officials (WASCO)
unanimously approved a motion that WASCO urge USDA APHIS to approach foreign
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Ms. Helene R. Wright 2. July 30, 2007

governments and request recognition that the seed sampling methods taught by USDA
FSRTB will result in a representative sample of the entire seed lot.

The hope is that on future instructions for importing seed to foreign countries, the acceptable
seed sampling methods will not be limited to those specified by ISTA, but will also include seed
sampling methods taught by the USDA Federal Seed Regulatory and Testing Branch.

Please call me if you have any question or would like to discuss this further. Thank you for your
interest in this malter.

Sincerely, aJ-
f:!:.,~

CDFA Seed Services Program
1220 N Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Enclosure

cc Kelly Keithly, California Seed Advisory Board - Chairman
Leslie Cahill, American Seed Trade Association - Govemment Affairs
Larry Krum, Western Association of Seed Control Officials - President
Richard Payne , USDA Federal Seed Regulatory & Testing Branch - Chief
Mike Colvin, CDFA Nursery, Seed & Colton Program Supervisor
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Status Report for Motion made by CSAB related to ISTA Sampling and
Endorsements by County Inspectors on Phytosanitary Certificates

Presented on Nov. 15, 2007 by John Heaton
Seed Advisory Board Meeting, Sacramento , CA

On Friday, October 19, 2007, John Heaton and Mike Colvin of the Nursery , Seed and
Cotton Program, participated in a conference call with USDA officials from the Federal
Seed Regulatory Testing Branch (FSRTB) and from the Animal Plant Health Inspections
Services (APHIS). The topic of discussion was a new endorsement requirement
appearing on import penmits for seed shipments to certain countries. A few count ries are
now requiring county inspectors to endorse phytosanitary certificates with a statement
that seed samples intended for seed health testing were obtained using guidelines
specified by the International Seed Testing Association (ISTA). This has caused
considerable concern among county inspectors because they do not have the training to
sample seeds for ISTA accredited labs. Certain county inspectors have been trained and
are authorized to collect seed samples for submission to the Federal Seed Lab, but the
methods used are different than those prescribed by ISTA.

The meeting participants agreed that a greater coordinated effort must be made to
educate and convince foreign governments that the seed sampling methods used by the
USDA, are substantially equivalent to the methods used by persons sampling seed for
ISTA accredited seed labs. APHIS will lead the efforts to gain recognition of USDA
accreditation programs and report back to the FSRTB. The desired outcome is for
countries to recognize the methods and accreditation used by USDA so that import
permits can be endorsed appropriately. The meeting was a success and begins to
address concerns of the California Seed Advisory Board.
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Attachment 22

Chronology of discu ssions at Seed Advisory Board Meetings about
county ordinances and a recommendation to the secretary

From Nov. 17, 2005

Chai rman Keithly asked how the proposed legislat ion (AB 1508) would affect the
Lettuce Mosaic Virus (LMV) Ordinances. Matteis noted that for years double testing of
lett uce seed for LMV has occurred between Monterey .County and Imperia l County.
Technically these county ordinances are only valid if submitted and approved by the
Secretary. In the opinion of some, therefore, these ordinances are not legal, but that issue
has not been pursued. It may be possible for the counties affected to simply submit thei r
ordinances for approval by the Secretary and then the prop osed legislation can move
forward without objection by the counties that believe the legislation would negatively
affec t their ordinances. Mattei s suggested that a future agen da could contain a discussion
for a request by the Boa rd, that Secretary look at the ordinances enacted by the counties.

Godfrey commented that when AB 1508 was initially proposed, there was an immediate
response from the Agricu ltural Commissioner in Imperial County stating that they would
oppose the bill. Matteis noted that the Sec retary already has the authority and occupies
the field with regard s to pest exclus ion. Consequently AB 1508 did not cause a problem
for the counties with pest exclu sion ord inances but rather they alread y have a probl em in
that they don 't have the authority to be doi ng what they are doin g.

Chairrnan Keithly requested that the issue of authori ty for county ordinances be placed on
the agenda for the next meeting.

May IS, 2006 Meeting

Agenda Item # 14 - Possible Recommendat ion to the Secretary about county ordinance s

Betsy Peterson of the Califo rnia Seed Association asked Cha irman Scarlett if this item
could be tabled until the next Board meeting. She explained that the persons that would
present this item were not able to attend the present meeting.

Chairman Scarlett tabled the item.
Nov . 15, 2006

Chairman Keithly req uested any cha nges or additions to the agenda.

Heaton noted that at the last meeting, the Board tabled the topic about requesting the
Secretary to make a recommendation about County Ordin ances and GMO seed labeling.
Heato n requested that the tabled item be added as a subtopic under agen da item number
nine, the Legislative Report.

Status on reco mmendation about County Ordinances Seed Advisory Board Meeting - Nov. 15,2007
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7, Seed Biotechnology Center Report (Bradford)

The Chair recognized a request from Matteis to briefly comment about efforts toward
coexistence.

Matteis explained that there was a statewi de pre-emption bill that would have prevented
each county from making their own regulations concern ing this. He explained that
Senate President pro Tern Don Perata, would not allow the bill to go forward or be heard,
so it just kind of fizzled-out in the Senate. The bill actually passed the Asse mbly with
fifty-one votes, which was higher than the forty one he expected.

Matteis noted that the recent situation with the Liberty Link rice may make it difficult to
pass any legislation for a while.

9, Legislative Report
The topic of county ord inances was not addressed and remained on the table.

May 9, 2007 Meeting

15, Legislative Report
The Board was reminded about the issue of county ordinances and a recommendation to
the Secretary was still on the table because it was formally dismissed at the Nov. 2006
meeting.

The Board was confused about what the original issue was and asked Heaton/Peterson to
review the issue and refresh the Board 's memory at the next meeting, when Matteis could
provide some additional recommendations to the Board.

The item remained tabled.

Status on recommendation about County Ordinances Seed Advisory Board Meeting - Nov. 15, 2007
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Attachment 23

PVP Complaints and possible new sections for the CSL
Presented by John Heaton

Seed Advisory Board Meeting Nov. 15,2007

In late August, a labeler requested assistance in a possible brown-bagging operation
and potential violations of the labeling requirements for some PVP varieties.

Two CDFA biologists accompanied me to a seed conditioning facility in Northern
California to investigate these allegations. I took pictures of containers and collected 10
seed samples of numerous PVP varieties . The containers only had the grower name, a
lot number, and the variety name with a total weight. I requested and received tallied
weights for each lot number.

I then drafted a letter to the two seed companies requesting their cooperation in
.determining if the amounts of seed in containers, were in excess of their original sales
to the growers and therefore represented illegal propagation of PVP varieties. I also
asked each company to provide me with pure seed samples of the PVP varieties so I
could include them with the samples in a trueness-to-variety test conducted each year
by the Federal Seed Lab. A copy of the letter was sent to the conditioner as well.

With the letter in hand, both PVP certificate holders approached the conditioner and to
the best of my knowledge, have negotiated a settlement or at least a new
understanding.

The Board should know that this is the second alleged large-scale brown bagging
operation that CDFA has tactfully dealt with in the last two years. My experience from
these enforcement actions is that the California Seed Law does not offer much
deterrence to this kind of activity. Whi le it is true that intrastate violations of PVP are
violations of the FSA, resources for enforcement of PVP by the FSRTB are limited and
the investigation and prosecution can become quite involved and lengthy.

I therefore suggest that the Board consider ways to strengthen the California Seed Law
in order to deter violations of PVP labeling. As was discussed at the last Board
meeting, Texas has recently enacted a $2000 fine for such violations.

As a follow-up to that previous discussion, I met with Stephen Brown, who is in charge
of permits and regulations at CDFA. I explained how Texas implemented a fine for PVP
violations and asked him if we could do something similar.

He found sections 5309 through 5312 in the Quarant ine Section of the Food and
Agricultural Code. These sections provide the option for the Department to pursue civil
penalt ies for violation of quarantine sections of the code. It appears that these sections
could be easily modified and be made relevant to violations of labeling PVP varieties.

For example, I changed the references of sections 5309 through 5312 to new sections
that could be added to the seed law. The new section numbers would be 52489 through
52492.
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PVP Complaints and possib le new sections for the CSL
Presented by John Heaton

Seed Advisory Board Meeting Nov. 15, 2007

Very briefly, section 52490 makes violation of PVP labeling requirements punishable by
fine for not more than $1000 for the first offense and $2,500 is a second or subsequent
offense occurred within three years.

Section 52490 provides court proceedings and civil liability up to $10,000 for each
offense.

Section 52492 provides authority for the Secretary or Commissioner to levy a civil
penalty in lieu of any civil action .

It is important to remember that civil penalt ies are different than civil suit, which is what
the PVP certificate holder can bring against a violator of PVP.

The poi nt is:

There is a mechanism to put some teeth into the California Seed Law for violations of
PVP labeling requirements. If the Board wishes to pursue stronger language for
violations of PVP labeling requirements, the Board can ask the Seed Services Program
to request CDFA Legal to review the first draft of proposed sections 52490 through
52493. If CDFA Legal finds them acceptable, the proposed sections can be forwarded
to CSA for consideration of sponsorship as proposed legislation.

The proposed sections are presented below:

Already in the F&C - not much of a deterrent

52285. If the Secretary or the Commissioner finds that any person has violated any
provision of this chapter, he may institute proceedings in the court of competent
jurisdiction in the area in which the violation occurred, to have such person convicted of
the violation, or he may file with the district attorney with the view of prosecution such
evidence as may be deemed necessary.

Possi bly Add

52489. Any violation of section 52454(f) of this chapter by any person, or an agent of
any person, is an infraction, punishable by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars
($1,000) for the first offense. For a second or subsequent offense within three years of
a prior conviction of a violation section 52454(f) of this chapter, the violation is
punishable by a fine of $2,500.

52

/



PVP Complaints and possible new sections for the CSL
Presented by John Heaton

Seed Ad visory Board Meeting Nov. 15,2007

52490. (a) In addition to any other penalties prescribed in this chapter, any person who
violates section 52454(f) or any regulation adopted pursuant to section 52454(f) is liable
civilly in an amount not exceeding ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for each violat ion.

(b) Upon a complaint by the director, the Attorney General may bring an action for civil
penalties in any court of competent jurisdiction in this state against any person violating
section 52454(f) or any regulation adopted pursuant -to section 52454(f).
(c) Upon the failure of any person to comply with section 52454(f), the Attorney General,
upon request of the director, or the county counsel upon request of the commissioner,
as the case may be, shall petition the superior court for the issuance of a preliminary or
permanent injunction, or both, as may be appropriate, restraining the
person from continuing any activities in violation of section 52454 (f). The court shall
issue an order direct ing the person to appear before the court at a certain time and
place and show cause why the injunction should not be issued. The court may grant
the prohibitory or mandatory relief that may be warranted . The court may also issue
the temporary relief that may be necessary to preserve the status of the parties until a
hearing can be held. .

(d) Any funds recovered by the department pursuant to this section shall be
deposited in the Department of Food and Agricu lture Fund to cover costs related to the
enforcement of this chapter.

52492. (a) In lieu of any civil action pursuant to Section 52490, the secretary or the
commissioner may levy a civil penalty against a person violating section 52454 (f) or
any regulation adopted pursuant to section 52454(f) in an amount not to exceed two
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) for each violation.

(b) Before a civil penalty is levied, the person charged with the violation shall receive
notice of the nature of the violation and shall be given an opportunity to be heard . This
shall include the right to review the evidence and a right to present evidence on his /
or her own behalf.

(c) A review of the decision of the secretary to impose a penalty may be sought by the
person against whom the penalty was levied within 30 days of the date of the decision
pursuant to Section 1094.5 of the Code of Civil Procedure.

(d) The person against whom a civil penalty is levied by a commissioner may appea l
to the secretary within 10 days of the date of receiving notification of the penalty , as
follows :

(1) The appeal need not be formal, but it shall be in writing and
signed by the appellant or his or her authorized agent, and shall state the grounds for
the appeal.

(2) Any party, at the time of filing the appeal or within 10 days thereafter, may present
written evidence and a written argument to the secretary.

(3) The secretary may grant oral arguments upon applicat ion made at the time written
arguments are filed.

(4) If an applicat ion to present an oral argument is granted, written notice of the time
and place for the oral argument shall be given at least 10 days prior to the date set
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PVP Complaints and possible new sections for the CSL
Presented by John Heaton

Seed Advisory Board Meeting Nov. 15,2007

there forth. This time requirement may be altered by an agreement between the
secretary and the person appealing the penalty .

(5) The secretary shall decide the appeal on any oral or written arguments, briefs , and
evidence that he or she has received .

(6) The secretary shall render a written decision within 45 days of the date of appeal
or within 15 days of the date of oral arguments.

(7) On an appeal pursuant to this section, the secretary may sustain, modify by
reducing the amount of the penalty levied, or reverse the decision. A copy of the
secretary's decision shall be delivered ormailed to the appellant and the commissioner
who levied the penalty, if this is the case .

(8) Review of the decision of the secretary may be sought by the appellant pursuant to
Section 1094.5 of the Code of Civil Procedure.

(e) Any funds recovered by the commissioner pursuant to this section shall be
deposited in the county general fund in the county in which the action is brought and
shall be allocated to the commissioner to cover costs related to the enforcement of this
chapter. Any funds recovered by the secretary pursuant to this section shall be
deposited in the Department of Food and Agriculture Fund to cover costs related to the
enforcement of this chapter.

52492 . After the exhaustion of the appeal and review procedures provided in Section
53491 , the commissioner or his or her representative may file a certified copy of a final
decision of the commissioner that directs the payment of a civil penalty and, if
applicable, a copy of any decision of the secretary or his or her representative rendered
on an appeal from the commissioner's decision and a copy of any order that denies a
petition for a writ of administrative mandamus, with the clerk of the superior court of any
county. Judgment shall be entered immediately by the clerk in conformity with the /
decision or order. No fees shall be charged by the clerk of the superior court for the
performance of any official service required in connection with the entry of judgment
pursuant to this section.
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Attachment 24

Status of proposed Arb itration Regulations
Presented by John Heaton

Seed Advisory Board Meeting - Nov. 15, 2007

Draft with comments from CDFA Legal - Sept. 2006

Matteis to meet with CDFA Legal
- in preparation of meeting new CDFA legal identified additional
concerns/questions .
- spring 2007 meeting was postponed due to schedule conflict
- CDFA attorney transferred to new department
- CDFA chief attorney retired - fall of 2007
- Matteis accepted position at Farm Bureau

At request of CSA Staff, new meeting held in early Sept. 2007
In attendance, all relatively new players

Chris Zanobini - CSA
Betsy Peterson - CSA
Mike Colvin - CDFA NS&C Program Supervisor
Kelly Loyer - CDFA Legal Office - Attorney
John Heaton - CDFA Seed Services

Purpose of meeting:
Review status of proposed regulations & determine how to proceed.

Several points to discuss with industry .

1. Current regulations for the ADR process go from CCR section 3915 to 3918. These current
regulations outline the complaint filing, conciliation and investigative committee meeting and
mediation process.

. The new proposed arbitration regulations are numbered to go from CCR section 3915 to
3918. As such, they effectively over-write the previous conciliation and mediation steps that are
already in regulation.

Is the intent to replace existing regulations with new regulations, thus removing the present /
initial two steps in present regulations? Staff thought the intent of the ADR process was to have
an inexpensive three step process in regulation. Records back to 1999 indicate this was
previously a point of confusion, but we did not find records that clearly or definitively stated what
the industry wanted.

The participants at the meeting were to seek clarification from the parties they represent, as to
the intent and structure of the ADR.

Heaton contacted Dispute Resolution Facilitators (previously known as mediators) on staff at
CDFA Agricultural Marketing Service. They communicated that their historical understa nding
was that the ADR was to be a 3-step process for seed complaints.

Heaton also learned that use of an outside arbitrator would cost-$450/hr. CDFA-AMS services
estimated that an arbitration for a typical seed complaint would cost about $10,000 on the outside.

The comment was made that if the intent is to use an inexpensive ADR process, it did not make
sense to remove the existing regulations for the proposed and more expensive regulations that
remove department oversight and implement more expensive outside oversight of the ADR.
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Status of proposed Arbitration Regulations
Presented by John Heaton

Seed Advisory Board Meeting - Nov. 15,2007

2. Proposed regulations call for a Seed Dispute Council to be presided over by an arbitrator that
may advise the Council on matters of law. CDFA legal has informed us that to advise on matters
of law, the arbit rator will have to be an att orney.

3. CDFA Legal requested CSA Legal to determine why they believe proceedings (arbitration) by
the Seed Dispute Council could be kept confidentia l and not be subject to the Bagley-Keene Act.

[The Bag ley-Keene Act covers all state boards and commiss ions. It requires these bodies to
publicly notice their meetings, prepare agendas, accept public testimony and conduct their
meet ings in public unless specifically authorized by the Act to meet in closed session. 1

'g~~~;::~u\ations provide for conciliation , investigative committee meeting and mediation.
How it works.
- $250 complaint filing fee

Formal letter of complaint identifyi ng problem with seed and estimated losses.
- Conciliation... . Parties urged to dialogue and try to resolve their dispute.
- CDFA Seed Services conducts an investigation (60 days) of any factors that Seed Servicies
thinks are relevant and that the Investigative Committee will ask about.
- Investigative Committee of 2 Ag Commissio ners, 2 Labelers and 2 Growers plus a CDFA Rep is
formed and hears the details of the complaint and investiga tion.
- Investigative Committee drafts a findings report within 30 days.
- Disputing parties receive copy of findings report
- Have 10 days to request facilitator for dispute resolution (mediation).

- The Secretary may terminate the complaint mediation procedure and issue an Order of the
Secretary stating that the requirement of Section 52332(f) of the Food and Agricultural Code has
not been met if the complainant

(1) fails to maintain the crop until notification of release;
(2) withdraws the complaint at any time;
(3) refuses to cooperate in the investigation;
(4) fai ls to request mediation after receipt of the report of investigation; or
(5) fails to appear at the mediation hearing without reasonable cause.

The Secretary may release the complainant to pursue other dispute resolution mechanisms by
issuing an Order of the Secretary stating that the requirement of Section 52332(f) has been met
if the seller or labeler of the seed (respondent):

(1) fails to file an answer;
(2) refuses to cooperate in the investigation procedure;
(3) fails to agree to mediation; or
(4) fails to appear at the mediation hearing without reasonable cause.

Once the complaint is released, the parties are free to pursue other legal remedy , including
arbitration .

At the midyear meeting in September 2007, CSA membership was not in favor of replacing existing
ADR language for a more expensive Arbitration procedure. They recommended keeping the ADR
process through mediation followed by CDFA assisting, scheduling or perhaps even just urging the
parties to participate in arbitration.
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