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Pink Bollworm Activities  
 
 

 
Southern California: 

Only one native pink bollworm moth (PBW) has been captured in Southern California to date compared to 62 by 
the same time last year.  This is a 98.4% reduction in native captures from 2010.  This a 99.4% reduction from 
the 158 captured by this date in 2009. 
 
A total of 1,133,958 sterile moths were released over Riverside County cotton and okra this week.  There were 
996,142 sterile moths released over Imperial County cotton and okra.  In San Bernardino County, 8,400 sterile 
moths were released over cotton near Needles.  A grand total of 44,400,310 sterile moths have been released 
to date.  A total of 3,268 sterile moths were trapped this week.  The total number of sterile moths recaptured so 
far this season is 32,412.  
 
 
San Joaquin Valley
 

: 

All of the traps have been installed in Kern and Tulare counties, and only a small portion of Kings county 
is left to do.  All traps in Fresno, Madera, and Merced counties have been installed.  There are 67,725 
acres of cotton in Kern County, 131,725 acres in Kings County, 29,245 acres in Tulare County, 135,400 
acres in Fresno County, 5,265 acres in Madera County, and 55,545 acres in Merced County. The total for 
the San Joaquin Valley is 424,905 acres of cotton.  This is up 46.8% from the 289,355 acres at the same 
time in 2010.  
 
 A total of 6,247,670 sterile moths were received and released this week, bringing the season total to 
61,207,961.  The Shafter Identification Lab examined 135 traps and identified 1,571 sterile moths from the 
San Joaquin Valley. The Lab also examined 268 traps and identified 3,268 sterile moths from Southern 
California.   
 
 
Sacramento Valley
 

: 

The latest heat unit projections indicate mapping and trapping will begin in early August.  Senior 
Economic Entomologist Dan Keaveny will contact the cotton growing counties in the Sacramento 
Valley next week.  He will see which counties have planted cotton, what their acreage is, and get 
maps and lists of the locations of the cotton fields.  
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