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Pink Bollworm Activities

Southern California:

Native Pink Bollworm captures to date are down by 58.3% compared to last year. There have been a
cumulative total of 55 natives captured so far this year compared to 132 by the same time last year.

Sterile moth releases began over Blythe/Palo Verde Valley cotton this week. To date, 8,760,000 sterile
moths have been released in Riverside and Imperial Counties. A total of 6,036 sterile moths were trapped
this week and a cumulative total of 12,225 sterile moths have been recaptured this year.

Only four natives have been trapped in okra so far this year. All were trapped in the Niland area of

Imperial County. Sterile to native ratios in okra have been astronomical, as a high percentage of the
sterile moths have been released over okra in both Imperial and Riverside Counties.

San Joaquin Valley:

Pheromone treatments to three fields in Fresno County were completed this week. A total of 203
total acres were roped®. PBW crews hand placed the pheromone twist-tie ropes® to 70 acres. The
Arizona Cotton Research and Protection Council provided staff and an application implement, which
was operated behind a tractor and completed 132 acres. A total of 12,339,654 sterile moths were
received and released for the week, bringing the season release total to 59,579,143. The Shafter
Identification Lab examined 66 traps this week and identified 435 sterile moths in the Kern County
Early Detection traps, 69 in Fresno County Early Detection traps, and 146 in Merced County Early
Detection traps. No native pink bollworm moths have been found this year.

The “first round” of cotton field mapping has concluded. Trappers will visit fields and make acreage
corrections as they distinguish Pima varieties from upland varieties. The “Final” 2010 California
Cotton Acreage Report won’t be published until early to mid-August. As of this week there are
roughly 289,480 acres planted in the San Joaquin Valley, 11,080 acres in southern California, for a
state-wide total of 300,560 acres.

Sacramento Valley:

The latest heat unit projections indicate mapping and trapping will begin in mid to late July. Due the
lack of heat unit accumulations and late cotton planting, there may not be a second generation
emergence until October. The schedule will be adjusted as conditions change and new information
is available.



