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Pink Bollworm Activities  
 
 
Southern California: 
 
 
Native Pink Bollworm (PBW) moths continue to be captured at higher than expected levels in seventeen 
cotton fields in the Blythe/Palo Verde Valley area of Riverside County.  A bloom survey is scheduled for 
next week to determine if there is an infield infestation.  This will be accomplished using Pink Bollworm 
Program personnel from the Shafter Office.  The Pink Bollworm Program is also planning to test a 
representative sample of plants from these fields to verify expression of the Bt (Bacillus thuringiensis) 
gene in at lest 98% of the plants.     
 
 
San Joaquin Valley: 
 
Preliminary cotton mapping has been completed in Fresno, Kern, Kings, Merced, and Tulare Counties 
and is nearly completed in Madera County. Cotton acreage in the San Joaquin Valley appears to be 
running about 39% behind last years’ acreage.  

 
There were a total of 8,531,409 sterile moths 
released this week.  This brings the season total 
released to 43,908,507. This was better than 
expected.  A drop in production had been 
anticipated from the Phoenix Rearing Facility, due to 
equipment failure in the kitchen area. 
 
The 45 early detection traps in place have detected 
9,304 sterile Pink Bollworm moths and zero (0) 
Native Pink Bollworm moths to date. 
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Mechanisms in Aircraft 

 
 
Sacramento Valley: 
 
The latest heat unit projections indicate mapping and trapping will begin in mid August. 
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