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Distribution of Farms by Size of 
Milk Marketings, May 2009

California Farms by Size:
A Comparison . . .

•  The 471 highest-producing dairy farms 
(26% of the state’s dairies) produce 63% of 
the state’s milk marketings.

•  The 548 lowest-producing dairy farms (31% 
of the state’s dairies) produce only 6% of the 
state’s milk marketings.

•  The group of dairies producing less than 
249,000 pounds of milk per month (141 
dairies) accounted for less than 1% of the 
state’s milk marketings.

•  In May 2009, there were 784 dairies 
producing greater than one tanker load of 
milk per day.
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> 5 Million Lbs.
  

1.5 to 2.3 Million Lbs.

1 to 1.4 Million Lbs.

750,000-999,999 Lbs.

2.4 to 4.9 Million Lbs.

150 Dairies

321 Dairies

313 Dairies

266 Dairies

180 Dairies

Distribution of California Milk Production
by Farm Size,  May 2009

Sources: CDFA Dairy Marketing 
               and Milk Pooling Branches

< 249,000 Lbs.
250,000-499,000 Lbs.

190 Dairies
217 Dairies

141 Dairies

500,000-749,000 Lbs.

= Farms producing at least one tanker load of milk per day, based on 1.5+ million pounds/month.
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