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California Total Cheese Production
Growth Trend Halts in 2008

2008 Class 4b Production
Percent of Total, by Type of Cheese

2008 Total Cheese Production 
Records Decrease . . .

California total cheese production halted its recent record 
setting growth trend and recorded a 7.6% drop compared 
to 2007 production. 

•  The year 2008 returned to total cheese production 
levels just under those experienced in 2005. 

•  A contributing factor to the total cheese production 
decrease might be attributed to the closure of California 
cheese producing plants in late 2007 and 2008.

•  The percent share of total cheese production (percent 
production change from previous year in parenthesis) 
were as follows: Mozzarella at 52.3 percent (down 
2.8 percent); Cheddar at 17.8 percent (down 20.1 
percent); Monterey at 13.8 percent (down 11.1 percent); 
Hispanic at 5.2 percent (up 0.2 percent). Provolone and 
Parmesan cheeses accounted for 5.2 percent of total 
cheese production.

2.2%

13.8%

17.8%

52.3%

5.5% 3.0% 5.2%

Provolone Parmesan Hispanic Monterey
Cheddar Mozzarella Other Cheese

Source: CDFA Dairy Marketing Branch

2005: 2.14 Billion Lbs.

1984: 305 Million Lbs.

1994: 973 Million Lbs.

2004: 1.99 Billion Lbs.

2007: 2.29 Billion Lbs.
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2006: 2.20 Billion Lbs.

2008: 2.11 Billion Lbs.


