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The following is a summary of the California (CA) ADT 

regulations: Article 14 under Title 3 Food and 

Agriculture, Division 2 Animal Industry, Chapter 2 

Livestock Disease Control. The CA regulations mirror the 

federal ADT regulations (Title 9 code of Federal 

Regulations [CFR], Part 86) but are organized 

differently, and include separate sections for certain 

requirements and additional sections for CA-specific 

requirements. Some of the regulations found in existing 

CA brucellosis regulations, including sections on what 

CA requires for Certificates of Veterinary Inspection 

(CVIs) and interstate livestock entry permits, will be 

moving to the ADT regulation with some updates. 

Official ID Options 

Approved Cattle Official ID Options: 

1. Official eartags: 

 National Uniform Eartagging System (NUES) 

tags-Silver brite and Brucellosis metal tags 

 Animals Identification Number (AIN) Tags- 

“840” visual or RFID tags 

 Location-based number system tags 

2. Brands (when agreed upon between CA and 

another state) 

3. Breed registration tattoos (when agreed upon 

between CA and another state) 

   

Intrastate Cattle Official ID Requirements 

The following classes of cattle will require official ID: 

1. Dairy Cattle born in CA after January 1, 2017, prior 

to leaving their birth premises, unless moved 

directly to a facility to be tagged that is: 

 Participating in the USDA’s Process Verified 

Program or Quality System Assessment Program, 

or a 3rd party age and source verification 

program approved by the department and is an 

Approved Tagging Site 

 An Approved Tagging Site 

2. Dairy Cattle when changing ownership except when 

moving directly to: 

 A facility participating in the USDA’s Process 

Verified Program or Quality System Assessment 

Program, or 3rd party age and source verification 

program approved by the department and is an 

Approved Tagging Site 

 An Approved Tagging Site 

 A recognized slaughtering establishment and 

each animal bears a USDA approved backtag 

 No more than one Approved Livestock Marketing 

Facility, that is an Approved Tagging Site, then to 

a recognized slaughtering establishment to be 

slaughtered within 3 days after arrival and each 

animal bears a USDA approved backtag 

3. Non-virgin sexually intact male cattle less than 18 

months and sexually intact male cattle 18 months of 

age and over, unless moving 

 Directly to a recognized slaughtering 

establishment 

 With a Bull Slaughter Agreement  

 Through no more than one Approved Livestock 

Marketing Facility, that is an Approved Tagging 

Site, then to a recognized slaughtering 

establishment to be slaughtered within 3 days 

after arrival and each animal bears a USDA 

approved backtag 

4. Beef Breed Female cattle moving to a recognized 

slaughtering establishment, or they may have a 

USDA approved backtag 
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Interstate Cattle Official ID Requirements 

Official ID is required for the following cattle to enter 

CA: 

1. Sexually intact beef breed male cattle 18 months of 

age and over 

2. Sexually intact beef breed female cattle 6 months of 

age and over 

3. Female dairy cattle of any age 

4. Dairy males (including steers) born after March 11, 

2013 

5. Cattle of any age used for rodeo, recreational, show 

or exhibition purposes 

6. Mexican origin cattle regardless of age or sex 

7. Cattle requiring disease testing for interstate 

movement into CA 

Exemptions:  

 Moved directly from a location in CA through 

another state to a second location in CA 

 Moved directly from farm of origin to an Approved 

Tagging Site 

 Moved with another form of identification as 

agreed upon by CA and another state 

 Moved with a Special Entry Permit to be Vaccinated 

on Arrival 

 Moved directly to a Recognized Slaughtering 

Establishment to be slaughtered within 3 days of 

arrival, and must: 

o Bear a USDA backtag or 

o Be from farm of origin and have a USDA backtag 

applied at the plant  

 Moved directly to no more than one Approved 

Livestock Marketing Facility then moved to a 

Recognized Slaughtering Establishment to be 

slaughtered within 3 days of arrival.  Must move 

from farm of origin and have a USDA backtag 

applied at the market  

 

Documentation Requirements 

Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) 

All Cattle entering CA require a CVI, unless: 

 Moved directly to a Recognized Slaughtering 

Establishment and are accompanied by an owner 

shipper statement or a brand certificate 

 Moved directly to an Approved Livestock Marketing 

Facility from a farm of origin and do not move 

interstate from the facility unless accompanied by a 

CVI 

 Moved from a farm of origin for veterinary medical 

examination 

 Moved directly from a location in CA through 

another state to a second location in CA 

 Moved with a Pasture to Pasture Permit 

 Using another form of documentation as agreed 

upon by CA and another state 

Official ID must be recorded on the CVI or other 

document, unless the exemption is listed on the CVI and 

the cattle are: 

 Moved from an Approved Livestock Marketing 

Facility directly to a Recognized Slaughtering 

Establishment 

 Sexually intact beef breed under 18 months of age, 

all steers, or spayed heifers, except if used for 

rodeo, recreation, exhibition or show  

o If the cattle require official ID, the CVI must 

state “All animals bear official ID” 

Interstate Livestock Entry Permits 

All cattle require an entry permit, unless: 

 Moving with a Special Entry Permit 

 Moving directly from a location in CA through 

another state to a second location in CA  

Permits are issued prior to entry, and valid for 15 days.   
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