MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC)

Location:  CA Department of Food and Agriculture Contact: Joshua Eddy, Executive Director
1220 N Street — Main Auditorium Office: (916) 654-0462
Sacramento, CA 95814

MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2016
Item
No.
1) CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, September 6" at approximately 10:05 a.m.,
President Craig McNamara presiding.

(2 ROLL CALL
Roll call taken by David Pegos, Interim Executive Director.

Present:

Craig McNamara Mary Holz-Clause Joy Sterling

Don Cameron Ben Drake Donald Bransford
Ashley Boren Nancy Casady Bryce Lundberg
Eric Holst Helene Dillard Mike Gallo
Absent:

Miles Reiter Martha Montoya

3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES - August 2, 2016
President Craig McNamara called for approval the August 2, 2016 minutes and a unanimous vote (10-0)
carried the motion. Board members Joy Sterling and Don Cameron arrived following the vote.

4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE
Deputy Secretary Jenny Lester Moffitt provided a brief update to the Board. The update included an
overview of legislation of significance to CDFA, the recent UC report on the drought’s economic impact on
agriculture as well as an overview of recent invasive pest finds.

(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD - Rural America
The Board heard a presentation from the Economic Research Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture
on rural America. The presentation covered a statistical analysis of trends and past data associated with rural
communities with a comparison to urban areas.

Speaker:
e Lorin Kusmin, USDA Economic Research Service (via teleconference)

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board

(6) PANEL DISCUSSION - Overview of Rural California
The Board heard presentations from representatives of the federal government, statewide farm organization,
and non-profit association concerning areas of importance to rural communities.

Speakers included:
¢ Janice Waddell, USDA Rural Development
e Stanley Keasling, Rural Community Assistance Corporation
e Tony Toso, California Farm Bureau Federation

The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board
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(7)

(8)
(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

PANEL DISCUSSION - Rural Issues
The Board heard presentations from regional and statewide organizations addressing rural challenges
associated with rural housing, broadband and health care.

Speakers included:
e Shelby Gonzales, San Joaquin Valley Regional Broadband Initiative
e Eric Brown, California Telehealth Network
e Rob Wiener, California Coalition for Rural Housing

The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board
BREAK
PANEL DISCUSSION - Rural Opportunities

The Board heard presentations from several organizations that outlined opportunities for rural agricultural
communities connected to economic development and training.

Speakers included:
e Angela Avery, Sierra Nevada Conservancy
o Mike Dozier, California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley
e Shermain Hardesty, University of California Small Farm Program
e Penny Leff, University of California Small Farm Program

The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board

PUBLIC COMMENTS
No public comments were provided.

BOARD DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS
Invasive Pests
The Board was provided an update on Polyphagous Shot Hole Borer and requested that the issue be

continued as an agenda once further information has been collected by staff.

CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:30 p.m.
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