MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC)

Location: California State Fair/Cal Expo Contact: Joshua Eddy, Executive Director
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Cal Expo Racing Clubhouse Office: (916) 654-0462
Exposition Blvd
Sacramento, CA 95815

MEETING MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 2, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

(a) The meeting was called to order Wednesday, September 2, 2009, at approximately 12:22 p.m.
Al Montna, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.

(b) Welcoming remarks provided by President Montna.

(c) Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director.

Present:

Al Montna Michael Darnell David Wehner
Arlan Van Leeuwen Craig McNamara Karen Ross

Kerry Tucker Donald Bransford

Absent:

Daniel Dooley Adan Ortega, Jr. Luawanna Hallstrom
Marvin Meyers Thomas Deardorff 11 Donald Valpredo

Ashley Boren

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - July 22, 2009

MOTION: Board member Craig McNamara moved to approve the minutes of the July 22, 2009
meeting. Board member Michael Darnell seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the
motion.

DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE

Undersecretary Will Brown provided a departmental update to the Board. Topics included: Border
Governors’ Conference; meetings with USDA Secretary Vilsack and Deputy Secretary Merrigan;
and CDFA’s budget.

PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD

The Board heard from two speakers regarding the California Land Conservation Act of 1965
(Williamson Act) and suspension of subvention payments to local governments as part of the 2009-
2010 Budget Act.

Speakers included:

= Richard Matteis, California Farm Bureau Federation

= John Gamper, California Farm Bureau Federation
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MOTION: Board member Don Bransford moved to approve a draft letter to Governor
Schwarzenegger concerning the suspension of the Williamson Act. Board member Karen Ross
seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion.

PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD
The Board heard from two speakers who provided a report on the California Department of Food
and Agriculture’s Equine Advisory Task Force.

Speakers included:
= Dr. Jerry Black, Pioneer Equine Hospital
= Bob Fox, Industry Consultant

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.

PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD

The Board heard from one speaker who provided an overview of conjunctive management and its
potential application in the Central Valley. Conjunctive management of surface and groundwater
resources is a tool that can assist management of the state’s water system.

Speaker:
= Gregory Thomas, Natural Heritage Institute

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.

AG VISION DISCUSSION

Board member Karen Ross provided an overview of the California Ag Vision process and discussed
the plenary meeting held by American Farmland Trust. The next step will be for the State Board to
conduct public listening sessions on the policy recommendations that resulted from the meetings
convened by American Farmland Trust.

MOTION: Board member Karen Ross moved to approve public listening sessions for November
17-19, 2009, on the Ag Vision recommendations. Board member Donald Bransford seconded the
motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion.

MOTION: Board member Michael Darnell moved to included invited stakeholder panels in the
public listening sessions. Board member David Wehner seconded the motion and a unanimous vote
carried the motion.

OTHER BUSINESS

The Board discussed the several topics including: draft letter to the Little Hoover Commission on
regulatory coordination; draft letter to Secretary Kawamura on CDFA budget; Water Subcommittee
videoconference with Australia; Water Subcommittee proposed drought meeting; and the California
Research Bureau’s draft report on Food Assistance Programs.

MOTION: Board member Kerry Tucker moved to approve the letter to the Little Hoover
Commission. Board member Michael Darnell seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried
the motion.

MOTION: Board member Karen Ross moved to approve the letter to Secretary Kawamura. Board
member David Wehner seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion.
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MOTION: Board President Al Montna moved to approve the Water Subcommittee drought
videoconference on September 23, 2009 and to differ to the Water Subcommittee for development
of agenda and date for the special drought meeting. Board member Karen Ross seconded the motion
and a unanimous vote carried the motion.

Action on the California Research Bureau’s draft report on food assistance programs was differed to
the next meeting.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
There were no public comments.

CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:50 p.m.
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