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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 
 

Location: CA Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 ‘N’ Street – Auditorium   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
  
 
  

MEETING MINUTES FOR OCTOBER 28, 2009 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER 

(a)  The meeting was called to order Wednesday, October 28, 2009, at approximately 9:13 a.m.  Al 
Montna, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President Montna. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Al Montna   Arlan Van Leeuwen  Adan Ortega, Jr.  

 Karen Ross   Ashley Boren   Craig McNamara 
Kerry Tucker   Thomas Deardorff II  Michael Darnell 

 Marvin Meyers 
     

Absent: 
Luawanna Hallstrom   David Wehner   Donald Valpredo 
Donald Bransford  Daniel Dooley   
  
             

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – September 30, 2009 
 

MOTION: Board member Karen Ross moved to approve the minutes of the September 30, 2009 
meeting.  Board member Arlan Van Leeuwen seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried 
the motion. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 

A departmental update was not provided. A.J. Yates, policy adviser, served as proxy for Secretary 
A.G. Kawamura. Mr. Yates provided short remarks introducing the dairy panel and announced that 
a dairy hearing would be held at CDFA on November 9, 2009. 
 

(5) DROUGHT UPDATE 
The Board heard from three speakers regarding California’s statewide drought. The panel focused 
on immediate steps and timelines to ensure water deliveries in 2010. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Wendy H. Martin, CA Department of Water Resources 
 Sarah Woolf, Westlands Water District 
 Dan Errotabere, Fresno County Farm Bureau  
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Following the presentation by the speakers, the Board was provided an updated by Board Member 
Adan Ortega on the activities of the State Board’s Water Subcommittee. Board Member Adan 
Ortega also presented a draft resolution for the Board’s approval concerning the drought. The 
resolution calls for: 
 
 CDFA to advise regulatory agencies of water delivery schedules necessary to grow the 10 major 

crops in Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare and Kern County; 
 
 CDFA to consult with state banking officials on deadlines for “proof of water deliveries” in 

relation to farm loan financing decisions; 
 

 The State Board to advise the Governor in continuing efforts to expedite water transfers at the 
federal and state level; 

 
 The State Board to urge California’s congressional delegation to prevail upon the United State 

Bureau of Reclamation to expedite funding for the Two Gates pilot program and the Delta-
Mendota Canal/California Aqueduct Intertie; 

 
 The State Board’s Water Subcommittee to continue to hold drought meetings in 2010 to 

determine potential impacts to California’s agricultural industry. 
 

MOTION: Board member Adan Ortega moved to approve the draft resolution of the Water 
Subcommittee. Board member Marvin Meyers seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried 
the motion. 

 
(6) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD 

The Board heard from four speakers concerning the economic situation of California’s dairy 
industry. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Tiffany LaMendola, Western United Dairymen 
 Rachel Kaldor, Dairy Institute of California 
 Ray Souza, Western United Dairymen 
 Cornelius Gallagher, California Bankers Association 

 
 The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 
(7) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD 

The Board heard from three speakers concerning the environmental and nutritional outreach 
initiatives of California’s dairy industry. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Michael Payne, California Dairy Quality Assurance Program 
 Peggy Blitz, Dairy Council of California 
 William C. Van Dam, Dairy CARES 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(8) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD 
The Board heard from four speakers concerning the regulatory challenges facing the dairy industry. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Kevin Masuhara, CA Department of Food and Agriculture 
 Paul Martin, Western United Dairymen 
 Kevin Abernathy, California Dairy Campaign 
 Robert VandenHeuvel, Milk Producers Council. 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(9) AG VISION DISCUSSION 
Board member Karen Ross provided an overview of the California Ag Vision process and discussed 
the recent activities by American Farmland Trust in relation to stakeholder engagement. The 
process continues and the Board will hear from American Farmland Trust on the status of the 
project at the November 18, 2009 meeting. 
 

 The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 
(10) OTHER BUSINESS 

The Board considered and discussed the following business items: 
 2010 California State Board of Food and Agriculture meeting dates 
 Draft State Board letter to the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
 California Research Bureau Draft Report on Food Assistance Programs 

 
MOTION: Board member Adan Ortega moved to approve the 2010 California State Board of Food 
and Agriculture Meeting Dates as amended. Board member Michael Darnell seconded the motion 
and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
  
MOTION: Board member Adan Ortega moved to approve the draft letter to the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California as amended. Board member Thomas Deardorff seconded the 
motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 
The California Research Bureau Draft Report on Food Assistance Programs was moved to the 
November 18, 2009 agenda. 
  

(11)    COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
There were no public comments. 

  
(12) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:23 p.m.  


