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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: California Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 9584 
  

MEETING MINUTES OCTOBER 2, 2012 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a)  The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, October 2, 2012 at approximately 10:00 a.m.  Craig 
McNamara, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Craig McNamara  Ashley Boren   Mike Gallo  
Kerry Tucker   Nancy Casady   Luawanna Hallstrom    
Charles Boyer   Miles Reiter   Sean McNally     

 Ben Drake    Kiran Black    Daniel Dooley 
 
Absent:  
Marvin Meyers   Donald Bransford     
             

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – August 7, 2012 & September 11, 2012 
Board member Ben Drake moved to approve the minutes of the August 7th and the September 11th meeting. 
Board member Kerry Tucker seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Secretary Ross provided a brief update to the Board focusing on the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. 
Secretary Ross indicated that the program was a tremendous tool in improving the competitiveness of 
specialty crop agriculture. It was also indicated that this program, along with other important USDA 
agricultural programs that do not have baseline funding, underscore the need to pass a federal farm bill. 

 
(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD– California Specialty Crop Block Grant Program 

The Board heard from two speakers regarding the California Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. The 
presentations provided an overview of CDFA’s outreach, implementation and goals associated with the 
program. 

 
Speakers included: 
 Kathy Alameda, CDFA Specialty Crop Block Grant Program 
 Joel Kimmelshue, Technical Review Committee Member 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Michelle McNeil, California Walnut Commission, inquired about the application period for 2013 funding as 
well as if there was a preference in grant applications concerning location of institutions versus location of 
projects. This would apply to research being conducted at a university outside of California however the 
beneficiaries remain California specialty crop growers. 
 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Federal Funding and California Agriculture 

The Board heard from a representative of the Environmental Working Group (EWG) concerning an analysis 
of the California Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. In addition to the analysis of the program, EWG 
provided an overview of federal farm bill funding to California. 
 
Speaker: 
 Kari Hamerschag, Environmental Working Group 

 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(7) PANEL DISCUSSION – Specialty Crop Block Grant Recipients 

The Board heard from four speakers who provided and overview of the activities and research funded by the 
Specialty Crop Block Grant Program.  
 
Speakers included: 
 Gail Feenstra and David Visher, UC Sustainable Agricultural Research and Education Program 
 Janet Machado, Ag Venture 
 Larry Godfrey, University of California, Davis 
 Rhonda Motil, Monterey County Vintners and Growers Association 
 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(8) BREAK 

 
(9) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Center for Produce Safety 

The Board heard from a representative of the Center for Produce Safety concerning its research program and 
partnership with CDFA concerning the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. 
 
Speaker:  
 Bonnie Fernandez-Fenaroli, Center for Produce Safety 
 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(10) PANEL DISCUSSION – Center for Produce Safety/Specialty Crop Block Grant Recipients 

The Board heard from three speakers who provided and overview of the research funded by the Center for 
Produce Safety and the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program.  
 
Speakers included: 
 Dr. Linda Harris, University of California, Davis 
 Dr. Trevor V. Suslow, University of California, Davis 
 Stephen Patricio, Westside Produce (CPS Advisory Board) 
 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(11) OTHER BUSINESS 
Board members discussed the following items: 
 
 Farmers Feeding the Hungry – Board member Kerry Tucker discussed the Board’s initiative to double 

farm to food bank donations by 2016 and that further work and outreach is needed by the Board. 
 

 Health California – Board member Kerry Tucker also updated the Board on the Let’s Get Healthy 
California Task Force created by Governor Brown in May 2012. The Task Force is expected to provide a 
report to the Secretary of Health and Human Services by December 15, 2012. 
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 2013 Meeting Dates of the California State Board of Food and Agriculture – the Board was presented 
with proposed meeting dates for 2013. Following a short discussion, the board approved the proposed 
2013 Meeting Dates. 

 
MOTION: Board member Ben Drake moved to approve the proposed 2013 Meeting Dates. Board 
member Charles Boyer seconded the motion and a unanimous voted carried the motion. 
 

 Findings and Recommendations on the California Specialty Crop Block Grant Program – Following 
Board discussion and comments, Board members directed staff to develop a draft document for Board 
consideration at its November meeting. 

 
(12) PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comments were provided 
 

(13) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:04 p.m. 
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