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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: CA Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 ‘N’ Street – Auditorium   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
  

MEETING MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 18, 2009 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER 

(a)  The meeting was called to order Wednesday, November 18, 2009, at approximately 10:06 a.m.  
Al Montna, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President Montna. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Al Montna   Arlan Van Leeuwen   Ashley Boren  

 Craig McNamara   Luawanna Hallstrom    David Wehner  
Kerry Tucker   Michael Darnell 

 Marvin Meyers   Donald Bransford  
     

Absent: 
Adan Ortega, Jr.  Donald Valpredo 
Daniel Dooley   Thomas Deardorff II  
             

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – October 28, 2009 
 

MOTION: Board member Craig McNamara moved to approve the minutes of the October 28, 2009 
meeting.  Board member David Wehner seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the 
motion. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 

A departmental update was not provided. Larry Bezark, branch chief, provided an overview of pest 
exclusion activities related to Asian Citrus Psyllid.  
 

(5) AG VISION UPDATE 
American Farmland Trust (AFT) provided a report to the Board concerning the California 
Agricultural Vision. AFT is serving as a facilitator for the Ag Vision process and has conducted 
forums with various stakeholders to provide policy recommendations to the Board. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Edward Thompson, Jr., American Farmland Trust 
 Ralph Grossi, American Farmland Trust 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD 
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The Board heard from one speaker concerning the California Agricultural Vision and the 
importance of healthy food access.  
 
Speaker: 
 Michael Dimock, Roots of Change 

 
 The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 
(7) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD 

The Board heard from one speaker concerning the work of the California Roundtable on 
Agriculture and the Environment (CRAE) on regulatory coordination to support environmental 
outcomes on California farms. 
 
Speaker  
 Katy Mamen, CA Roundtable for Agriculture and the Environment 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(8) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD 

The Board heard from three speakers, representing the agricultural industry, concerning the Ag 
Vision Regulatory Ombudsman draft concept paper. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Tim Johnson, California Rice Commission 
 Richard Matteis, California Farm Bureau Federation 
 Matt Byrne, California Cattlemen’s Association 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(9) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD 
The Board heard from two speakers, representing environmental and conservation interests, 
concerning the Ag Vision Regulatory Ombudsman draft concept paper. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Jeanne Merrill, California Climate Change Network 
 Belinda Morris, Environmental Defense Fund 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

 (10) OTHER BUSINESS 
The Board considered and discussed the following business item: 
 California Research Bureau Draft Report on Food Assistance Programs 

 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(11)    COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Robert Tse, CA Department of Food and Agriculture, commented on the California Research 
Bureau Food Assistance Programs study and inquired on the amount of federal administrative costs 
not being utilized.  

  
(12) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:23 p.m.  


