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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: Veterans Memorial Hall    Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 220011 West Manning Avenue   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 San Joaquin, CA 93660 
  

MEETING MINUTES FOR MAY 4, 2010 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER 

(a)  The meeting was called to order Tuesday, May 4th, 2010, at approximately 10:05 a.m.  Al 
Montna, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President Montna. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Al Montna   Craig McNamara   Kiran Black    

 Luawanna Hallstrom  Michael Darnell  Kerry Tucker  
Arlan Van Leeuwen  Adan Ortega, Jr.  David Wehner  

       
Absent: 
Daniel Dooley   Ashley Boren   Donald Bransford 
Marvin Meyers    
     

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – March 24, 2010 
Board member Craig McNamara moved to approve the minutes of the March 24th meeting.  Board 
member Michael Darnell seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 

In lieu of a departmental update, Secretary Kawamura provided welcoming remarks addressing the 
need for food assistance.  

 
(5) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD – Community Impacts 

The Board heard from three speakers concerning the impact of drought on local communities. 
 
Speakers included: 
 The Honorable Amarpreet Dhlaiwal, City of San Joaquin 
 The Honorable Phil Larson, Fresno County Board of Supervisors 
 The Honorable Mayor Silva, City of Mendota  

 
 The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(6) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD – Food Assistance Challenges 
The Board heard from four speakers regarding food assistance programs and the challenges that 
exist in implementation 
 
Speakers included: 
 Dana Wilkie, Fresno Community Food Bank 
 John Healy, California Emergency Foodlink 
 Sue Sigler, California Association of Food Banks 
 Yvonne lee, California Department of Social Services 

 
 The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 
(7) COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

To accommodate officials from the City of San Joaquin, President Montna allowed for a brief 
period of public comment. One individual provided comments: 
 
Ms. Cruz Ramos, City Manager of San Joaquin, remarked on the expanded economic impact of 
high unemployment rates. The City of San Joaquin, as a result of high unemployment rates  and 
impacts on business revenue,  can only pay for up to 70hrs per week of law enforcement activities. 
 

 Public comments concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 
(8) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD – California’s Farmers and Food Assistance 

The Board heard from three speakers representing agricultural orgranizations, commissions and 
private businesses on the need for food assistance.  
 
Speakers included: 
 Jim Morris, California Rice Commission 
 Ken Gilliland, Western Growers Association 
 Chuck Ahlem, Hilmar Cheese 

 
 The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 
(9) COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Following the discussion with agricultural representatives, President Montna opened the meeting to 
public comments. One individual provided comments: 
 
Mr. Jeff Roberts, Waterford Foundation, discussed the work of the foundation in providing hot 
meals to the community. The foundation serves 400-600 meals every Thursday night in the City of 
San Joaquin. In addition, Mr. Roberts reported, as a representative of Granville Homes, that the 
company has provided $1.3 million to charity and that Fresno Community Food Bank is one of the 
many recipients of this funding. 
 
Public comments concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(10) PRESENATION TO THE BOARD – World Food and Agriculture Center 

The Board heard from Rubicon Partners on the potential for a World Food and Agriculture Center 
in Sacramento as part of the city’s re-development efforts. 
 
Speaker: 
 Kipp Blewett, Rubicon Partners 
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MOTION: Board member Adan Ortega moved to advise and advocate for the Boqueria California 
concept and provide a letter of support. Craig McNamara seconded the motion and a unanimous 
vote carried the motion. 

 
(11)     OTHER BUSINESS: 
  No other business was discussed by the Board. 
 
(12) COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Following the presentation by Rubicon Partners, President Montna opened the meeting to public 
comments. Three individuals provide comments: 
 
The Honorable Robert Silva, City of Mendota, commented on the need to emphasize California 
products as ingredients within the food processing sector. Often food ingredients are imported and 
thereby impacting jobs and local economies. 
 
Ms. Dana Wilkie, Fresno Community Food Bank, commented on the Community Food Bank’s 
work in providing clients with culturally acceptable food, which would minimize waste. Ms. Wilkie 
also commented on the Community Food Bank’s commitment to getting fruit and vegetables into 
the food assistance distribution channels. 
 
Mr. Eric Erba, California Dairies Inc., commented on California Dairies Inc. contributions to the 
community and to food assistance programs. California Dairies Inc., has contributed in excess of 
$5,000 dollars and thousands of pounds of donated product to various charities. The company will 
continue its donations and remain active in supporting communities within the Central Valley.  
 
Public comments concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(13) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:15 p.m.  


