MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC)

Location:  University of California, Merced Contact: Joshua Eddy, Executive Director
5200 Lake Road — California Room Office: (916) 654-0462
Merced, CA 95343

MEETING MINUTES MARCH 4, 2014

Item
No.
1) CALL TO ORDER
(&) The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, March 4, 2014 at approximately 10:15 a.m., President
Craig McNamara presiding.
(b) Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara
(c) Pledge of Allegiance.

(2 ROLL CALL
Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director.

Present:

Craig McNamara Bryce Lundberg Charles Boyer
Ashley Boren Mike Gallo Eric Holst

Ben Drake Martha Montoya Don Cameron
Joy Sterling Miles Reiter Donald Bransford
Rodney Taylor

Absent:

Daniel Dooley Nancy Casady

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES - February 4, 2014
Board member Mike Gallo moved to approve the minutes of the February 4™ meeting. Board member Bryce
Lundberg seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion.

4) WELCOMING REMARKS
Assemblymember Adam Gray (D-21) provided welcoming remarks to the California State Board of Food
and Agriculture, the Governor’s Drought Task Force and public attendees.

(5) CALIFORNIA DROUGHT TASK FORCE UPDATE
The Board heard a presentation by representatives from the Governor’s Drought Task Force concerning
actions taken by the state to address severe drought conditions.

Speakers included:
= Director Mark Ghilarducci, Governor’s Office of Emergency Services
= Secretary Karen Ross, California Department of Food and Agriculture
= Secretary John Laird, California Natural Resources Agency

= Chair Felicia Marcus, State Water Resources Control Board

= Deputy Director Mark Starr, California Department of Public Health

= Ms. Cynthia Gomez, Governor’s Tribal Advisor

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.
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(6)

(7)

PUBLIC COMMENT
Nine individuals provided public comment following the presentation by the Governor’s Drought Task
Force.

Aldo Sansoni, San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors, commented on the need for U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation (USBR) and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to uphold California water
rights, make sound policy decision, and address the short term problem impacting local communities. Mr.
Sansoni also commented that the needs of agriculture are being ignored.

Javier Guzman, (Fresno, CA), commented that the Task Force should look at fundamental change to the
Endangered Species Act. Mr. Guzman also discussed social-economic impacts of drought, particularly on the
Westside that included increased unemployment, poverty, impacts on school lunch programs and other
government programs.

Dan Nelson, San Luis & Delta Mendota Water Agency, commented on the amount of water leaving the Delta
to the ocean as a result of the recent storms and why the State did not prepare or capture this water. Further,
Mr. Nelson commented that water system/management is out of perspective and needs to be put in more
control.

Tracey Rosin, Central California Irrigation District, commented that the water process is not transparent and
decisions/actions are being learned after the fact. The drought has shed light that the water system is a broken
system and that we need a think tank to fix.

Edward Amaral, City of Dos Palos, commented on impact of the drought on the City of Dos Palos. The City
does not have any source of water and low levels exist in the reservoir. Water is needed to be treated (boiled)
before using. The City has not yet been reimbursed through state emergency funds for expenditures. Further,
Mr. Amaral commented that the agricultural water conduit is the cities only municipal water source.

Jose Ramirez, City of Livingston, commented that promises on the drought have not been fulfilled. Food
distributed during the previous drought was made/grown in China. Government needs to keep its promises to
the people and ensure that the information that it is providing is the right/correct information.

Loren Bettencourt, M.L Bettencourt Farms, commented that his neighbor that does not have feed available
for his cows, and while he personally has water — he can’t transfer to his neighbor because it would be
outside of his water district. Thousands of farms will go out of business and his neighbor will lose his dairy.
We need more rain and snow and also conserve what we have.

Sean Geivet, Saucelito Irrigation District, commented that citrus farmers are an endangered species - citrus
trees will die this year. Mr. Geivet also questioned what happened to all the water and what did we get for it.
We need invest in a system to produce food and fiber - we need to make the system better.

Rogene Reynolds, Delta resident, commented to the Task Force that they should fix the system for the long
term and keep your promises.

No further public comments were provided.

PANEL DISCUSSION - Drought Conditions (Agriculture)

The Board heard presentations from representatives of agricultural entities concerning drought and actions
being taken by farmers and ranchers to address the issue.

Speakers included:

= Jean Okuye, Merced County Farm Bureau

= Bill Harp, Almond Board of California

Scheduled panelist, Tim Koopmann (California Cattlemen’s Association) was ill and unable to attend.
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The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Following the Panel Discussion, President McNamara opened the meeting to public comment. Five
individuals provided comments.

Kevin Abernathy, Milk Produces Council, commented that the agricultural panel did not have a dairy
representative — the largest industry in the State. Further, Mr. Abernathy commented that tough decisions are
needed to move the water discussion forward and we need to determine the obstacles and impediments that
prevent us from moving the discussion to the next level.

Dennis Brazil, City of Gustine, commented that is our job to fix this problem and work together. Further, Mr.
Brazil commented that we have to do something that is right to help everyone in this process. We need a fix
right now.

Lori Gallo, Merced County Fair Board, commented on the role the fairgrounds can have in assisting the
community. Ms. Gallo commented that hundreds of kids raise animals to sell at the fair and that food from
these sales could be donated to help local food banks.

Amanda Carvajal, Merced County Farm Bureau, commented that Merced County is in dire straight, that
farmers were in uncharted territory and that this situation is very scary. Further, Ms. Carvajal commented
that we need long term care and not short term handouts. This is a community that is based on agriculture —
agriculture is an impact to Merced County.

Joe Del Bosque, Del Bosque Farms, commented that within Sacramento the water situation is not being
heard. There is devastation in the Central Valley and the federal government is putting more of a focus on the
issue than Sacramento. President Obama came to my farm and saw firsthand what agricultural in California
really is — we are the ones that can do more for Americans (healthy eating) than anyone else. We also need to
look at climate change as a reason for the drought and better prepare ourselves for the future.

No further public comments were provided.
BREAK

PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD - Drought Conditions (Farm Workers)
The Board heard presentations from representatives of farm worker organizations concerning socio-
economic impacts of the drought on farm workers and their families.

Speakers included:

= Marco Lizarraga, La Cooperativa Campesina de California

= llene Jacobs, California Rural Legal Assistance

= Diane Tellefson Torres, United Farm Workers Foundation

= Guadalupe Sandoval, California Farm Labor Contractors Association.

The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board.

PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD - Drought Conditions (Local Agencies/Tribes)
The Board heard presentations from local water agencies and tribes concerning drought impacts and current
conditions.

Speakers included:

= Dan Nelson, San Luis & Delta Mendota Water Agency
= Grant Davis, Sonoma County Water Agency

= Ron Macedo, Turlock Irrigation District

= Kenneth McDarment, Tule River Tribal Council

= Stephen Ottemoeller, Friant Water Authority
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The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Following the panel discussion, President McNamara opened the meeting for public comment. Ten
individuals provided comments.

Noe Paramao, California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation, commented on the socio-economic impacts of
the drought and that more attention needs to be paid to marginalized communities. Local control of
assistance funding is needed.

Steve Patricio, Westside Produce, commented that the agricultural industry is allowing itself to be impacted
by water decisions and that the farming community should be pushing back. Mr. Patricio further commented
that the agricultural industry was being held to a different standard than any other businesses in the state.

Javier Guzman, (Fresno, CA), commented that innovative thoughts are needed for a water solution. Mr.
Guzman further commented that we need a model that allows us to have a manageable system with a
gatekeeper.

Victor Lopez, City of Orange Cove, commented that farms provide a livelihood for the city of Orange Cove.
Mr. Lopez further commented that we cannot keep our community without water — the farmers, the people —
please carry this message — we need the water today and not tomorrow.

Jose Flores, City of Clovis, commented that City Officials are advocating for agricultural water. If we do not
have agricultural water, we do not have cities. Mr. Flores further commented that we have to be proactive in
addressing problems within our water system and that we can find solutions to environmental issues. This
drought impacts that most disadvantaged people in our state.

Mario Santoyo, California Water Coalition, commented that the drought disproportionally impacts the Latino
community. Further, there is not enough Latinos on the task force or in positions dealing with water policy.
SWRCB is reprioritizing agricultural water below MID, which is bad for all of us.

Paul Hernandez, Westside Union School District, commented that children grown where water flows.
Russell Katayama, Citrus farmer in Orosi, commented that as an Orange Cove Irrigation District member, he

has a zero allocation this year. As a grower, he can’t be more efficient with water he has, plus he has the
added challenge of dealing with ACP.

Fergus Morrissey, Orange Cover Irrigation District (OCID), commented that the OCID is a 100 percent class
one district. Allow growers to put water into our pipeline to provide district wide.

Hal Collin, CV Ranch, commented that he is a non-recipient of C\VVP water. Is a citrus grower hoping to pass
the farm onto the fifth generation. Mr. Collin further commented that his farm is using micro irrigation and
will be going to deficit irrigation this year. As a result of the drought, Mr. Collin commented that he will
most likely not have pickers this year.

No further public comments were provided.

OTHER BUSINESS

Follow the presentations and panel discussions the Board considered potential actions on drought issues.
After Board discussion on the issue, the following motion was made.

MOTION: Board member Don Bransford moved that the Board authorize President McNamara to send a

letter, on behalf of the Board, to Secretary Ross on the findings and recommendations from the meeting.
Board member Don Cameron seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion.
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President McNamara also took the opportunity to welcome two new members to the Board — Mr. Don
Cameron (Terranova Ranches) and Martha Montoya (Los Kitos Produce). Both individual will represent the
agricultural sector.

President McNamara also took the opportunity to congratulate Ms. Luawanna Hallstrom on her service to the
Board.

The Board took no further action on agenda items.

(14) PUBLIC COMMENT
No further public comments were provided.

(15) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:30 p.m.
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