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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: California Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 9584 
  

MEETING MINUTES FEBRUARY 5, 2013 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a)  The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, February 5, 2013 at approximately 10:10 a.m.  Craig 
McNamara, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Craig McNamara  Ashley Boren   Bryce Lundberg 
Eric Holst   Nancy Casady   Rodney Taylor  
Mike Gallo   Miles Reiter   Ben Drake     
Kiran Black      
 
Absent:  
Sean McNally   Charles Boyer   Donald Bransford 
Daniel Dooley    Luawanna Hallstrom  
 

(3) OPENING REMARKS 
President McNamara welcomed a new addition the Board – Mr. Bryce Lundberg (Lundberg Family Farms). 
As agricultural member, Mr. Lundberg will represent agricultural interests as an “at-large” member. 
President McNamara also congratulated Miles Reiter on his re-appointment to the Board. 
 
The Board also honored Mr. Marvin Meyers for his service on the California State Board of Food and 
Agriculture.  
             

(4) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – January 8, 2013 
Board member Ashley Boren moved to approve the minutes of the January 8th meeting. Board member Ben 
Drake seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 

(5) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Secretary Ross provided an update to the Board which included information on potential federal spending 
cuts as a result of sequestration and the potential impact to CDFA in the areas of plant/animal health 
activities. In addition, Secretary Ross informed the Board that the California Dairy Future Task Force was to 
continuing to evaluate long-term solutions to current market dynamics in the dairy industry. Secretary Ross 
also updated the Board on the planned release of the nitrate recommendations by the State Water Resources 
Control Board in mid/late February.  In conclusion, the secretary congratulated and acknowledged Mr. Mike 
Gallo for receiving the Governor’s Environmental and Economic Leadership Award (GEELA) and for Mr. 
Ben Drake for receiving the California Association of Wine Grape Growers – Leader of the Year Award. 
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(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Food Safety Modernization Act Overview 
The Board heard from representatives of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration who provided an overview 
on the two new proposed rules associated with the federal Food Safety Modernization Act. 

 
Speaker: 
 Barbara Cassens, U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.  

 
(7) PANEL DISCUSSION –California Regulatory Perspective 

The Board heard from three state governmental representatives who provided on overview of the impact that 
the proposed regulations would have on state operations and enforcement.  
 
Speakers included: 
 Rick Jensen, California Department of Food and Agriculture 
 Dr. Annette Jones, California Department of Food and Agriculture 
 Patrick Kennelly, California Department of Public Health 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.  

 
(8) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Retailers/Processed Food Perspective 

The Board heard from a representative of the Grocery Manufacturers Association who discussed the work 
the organization is doing to education their membership on the proposed rules. 
 
Speaker: 
 John Hewitt, Grocery Manufacturers Association 

  
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(9) BREAK 

 
(10) PANEL DISCUSSION – California Agricultural Perspective 

The Board heard from representatives of California farm associations who discussed the proposed rules and 
what it means for their grower membership. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Scott Horsfall, California Leafy Green Product Handler Marketing Agreement 
 Dave Runsten, Community Alliance with Family Farmers 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(11) PANEL DISCUSSION – Clean Farming & Food Safety 

The Board heard from three speakers who discussed how on-farm conservation practices and food safety 
practices can be implemented collectively without a negative impact to the farm and environment. 
 
Speakers included: 
 John Anderson, Hedgerow Farms 
 Jo Ann Baumgartner, Wild Farm Alliance 
 Dr. Trevor Suslow, University of California, Davis 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(12) OTHER BUSINESS 
Following the presentations and discussion on the Food Safety Modernization Act the Board concluded that a 
comment letter should be submitted on the proposed rules. The Board directed staff to work with additional 
stakeholders and provide a draft recommendation for Board approval at an upcoming meeting. Items the 
Board would like to incorporate within the letter include: support for on-farm biodiversity; clarification on 
food safety water issues; and small farmer exemptions.  

 
(13) PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comment was provided. 
 
(14) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:05 p.m. 
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