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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: CA Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 ‘N’ Street – Auditorium   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
  

MEETING MINUTES FOR DECEMBER 16, 2009 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER 

(a)  The meeting was called to order Wednesday, December 16, 2009, at approximately 10:05 a.m.  
Al Montna, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President Montna. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Al Montna   Arlan Van Leeuwen   Craig McNamara  

 Luawanna Hallstrom   David Wehner    Daniel Dooley  
Kerry Tucker    

      
Absent: 
Adan Ortega, Jr.  Donald Valpredo   Ashley Boren 
Thomas Deardorff II  Marvin Meyers 
Donald Bransford  Michael Darnell       
    

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 18, 2009  
The Board did not have a quorum. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 

A departmental update was not provided.  
 

(5) PANEL DISCUSSION – International Trade Overview 
The Board heard from three speakers on the status of California’s international trade infrastructure, 
trade policy challenges and statistical trends in agricultural exports.  
 
Speakers included: 
 Eloisa Klementich, Business, Transportation and Housing Agency 
 Robert Tse, California Department of Food and Agriculture 
 James Christie, Bryant Christie, Inc. 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Regional Marketing 

The Board heard from one speaker concerning California’s membership in the Western United 
States Agricultural Trade Association (WUSATA).  
 
Speaker: 
 Andy Anderson, Western United States Agricultural Trade Association (WUSATA). 
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 The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 
(7) PANEL DISCUSSION – Opportunities/Challenges in International Trade 

The Board heard from two speakers concerning opportunities/challenges facing agricultural 
exporters and associations in the international trade arena. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Joseph Rollo, Wine Institute 
 Frederick W. Klose, California Agricultural Export Council 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(8) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Trade Partnerships 

The Board heard from one speaker on the partnership between the California Centers for 
International Trade Development and CDFA on market development activities 
 
Speaker: 
 Candy Hansen-Gage, Centers for International Trade Development 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. Members recommended that a draft 
letter be reviewed by the full board for consideration at the next meeting. The letter would provide 
support for the partnership between CDFA and the California Centers for International Trade 
Development. 
 

(9) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – International Marketing 
The Board heard from one speaker, representing the California Travel and Tourism Commission on 
the domestic and international marketing activities of the organization.  
 
Speaker: 
 Susan Wilcox, California Travel and Tourism Commission 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(10) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD – California Polytechnic State University 
The Board heard from the Agricultural Education and Communications Department – Ag 
Communications Program on the role of agriculture within social media.  Profiled research was 
completed by: Carl “Duff Hays, III, Lindsey Liebig, Kevin Tottino, Mikael Peterson, Alexa 
Garofono, Aaron Hirsch, and Chris Phippen 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(11) OTHER BUSINESS 
No other business was discussed. 
 

(12) COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
There were no public comments. 
 

 (13) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:22 p.m.  


