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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: California Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 9584 
  

MEETING MINUTES APRIL 2, 2013 
 

Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a)  The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, April 2, 2013 at approximately 10:15 a.m.  Craig 
McNamara, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Craig McNamara  Ashley Boren   Bryce Lundberg 
Eric Holst   Donald Bransford  Daniel Dooley   
Mike Gallo   Miles Reiter   Ben Drake     
Kiran Black    Charles Boyer   Nancy Casady  
Rodney Taylor  
 
Absent:  
Sean McNally   Luawanna Hallstrom   
   
             

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – March 5, 2013 
Board member Mike Gallo moved to approve the minutes of the March 5th meeting. Board member Don 
Bransford seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Secretary Ross provided a brief update to the Board which included: an overview of pending federal 
sequestration budgetary cuts; information related to CDFA’s fertilizer program and the SBX2 Nitrate Report; 
and pest prevention updates related to Asian citrus psyllid and bio-control. 
 

(5) BOARD DISCUSSION – Farm to Family Program 
The Board had a discussion on the Farm to Family Program which included an overview of the program and 
Board’s initiative to double farm to food bank contributions by 2015. Issues covered included the policy 
options that could be explored to encourage further donations and the how to incorporate more products into 
the available tax credit for food bank donations.  
 
Panelist:  
 Sue Sigler, California Association of Food Banks 

 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.  
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(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Agricultural Economic Outlook 
The Board heard from a representative of the Rabobank who provided an overview of the economic outlook 
for California agriculture. 
 
Speaker: 
 Vernon Crowder, Rabobank, N.A. 

  
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(7) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – International Trade and Market Access 
The Board heard from a representative from the Office of the United States Trade Representative concerning 
agricultural trade policy and market access issues. 

 
Speaker: 
 Ambassador Islam Siddiqui, Chief Agricultural Negotiator 

Office of the United States Trade Representative 
 

The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.  
 
(8) BREAK 

 
(9) BOARD DISCUSSION – Statewide Agricultural Policy Perspectives 

The remaining presentations to the Board were incorporated into a larger group discussion which included all 
of the remaining scheduled speakers. The discussion highlighted policy perspectives from a state and 
legislative perspective.   
 
The Board was joined by the following guests and speakers: 
 
 The Honorable Jerry Brown, Governor 
 The Honorable Susan Talamantes Eggman, Chair – Assembly Committee on Agriculture 

 
Board member Dan Dooley provided an update to the Board on the upcoming Global Food Systems Forum 
hosted by University of California, Agricultural and Natural Resources that is addressing some key issues 
within food system. Scheduled speaker Richard Rominger provided introductory remarks welcoming 
Governor Brown. 
 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(10) OTHER BUSINESS 

Executive Director Josh Eddy reported on the staff work related to the Board’s comments on the proposed 
rules for the Food Safety Modernization Act.  Staff is currently working to provide a draft letter for Board 
review that incorporates stakeholders comments from the upcoming FDA Listening Sessions scheduled for 
April 9th in Tulare and April 11th in Woodland. 
 
Board member Dan Dooley updated the Board on the Rosenberg International Forum on Water Policy that 
occurred in Jordan (March 23-25, 2013).  The forum provided great insight into water issues around the 
globe and highlighted that water challenges in California are not unique.  

 
(11) PUBLIC COMMENT 

Richard Rominger, farmer, commented that the meeting was a great discussion on issues – specifically on the 
topics of water and mitigating the loss of farmland.  Mr. Rominger was encouraged by the meeting and 
believed it could have great future impact. 

 
(12) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:25 p.m. 
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