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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: CA Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 ‘N’ Street – Main Auditorium  Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
  

MEETING MINUTES JUNE 29, 2011 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER 

(a)  The meeting was called to order Wednesday, June 29, 2011 at approximately 10:15 a.m.  Craig 
McNamara, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Craig McNamara  Arlan Van Leeuwen  Luawanna Hallstrom  
Kerry Tucker   Donald Bransford  Sean McNally  
Ashley Boren   Marvin Meyers   
Ben Drake    David Wehner    

       
Absent:  
Adan Ortega, Jr.  Daniel Dooley   Kiran Black 
     

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May 25, 2011 
Board member Sean McNally moved to approve the minutes of the May 25, 2011 meeting.  Board 
member Ben Drake seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 

Secretary Ross provided a departmental update to the Board. The updated included an overview of 
the food policy council meeting that took place June 24th at CDFA and the additional $4 million 
budget reduction to the Pierce’s Disease Control Program. In addition, Secretary Ross announced 
that CDFA will be coordinating meetings with key stakeholders on the California Agricultural 
Labor Relations Act. 

 
(5) OTHER BUSINESS 

The board conducted the following business: 
 
Board member Ashley Boren presented the board with a draft letter to the California Public Utilities 
Commission concerning renewable energy and farm interconnection. Board member Boren 
requested that the Board consider the letter for approval. 
 
MOTION: Board member Marvin Meyers moved that the Board approve the draft letter to the 
California Public Utilities Commission. Board member Don Bransford seconded the motion and a 
unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 
No further business was brought before the Board. 
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(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Farm Bill Overview 
The Board heard from the Office of Congressman Dennis Cardoza concerning the farm bill and its 
importance to California agriculture. 
 
Speaker: 
 Dorene D’Adamo, Office of Congressman Dennis Cardoza 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(7) PANEL DISCUSSION – Farm Bill Programs 

The Board heard from four representatives from the federal government concerning food and 
agricultural programs authorized by the farm bill and accessed by California’s agricultural 
stakeholders. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Val Dolcini, USDA Farm Service Agency 
 Lincoln E. Burton, USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service 
 Jesus Mendoza, USDA Food and Nutrition Service 
 Robert Tse, USDA Rural Development 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(8) PANEL DISCUSSION– Farm Bill Priorities (Panel 1) 

The Board heard from four representatives from California and national agricultural entities 
discussing industry sector priorities for the upcoming farm bill.  
 
Speakers included: 
 Robert Guenther, Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance 
 Michael Marsh, Western United Dairymen 
 Tim Johnson, California Rice Commission 
 Cathy Calfo, California Certified Organic Program 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(9) PUBLIC COMMENT 

One individual provided public comment. 
 
Corny Gallagher, Farm Foundation (Board of Trustees), informed the board that the Farm 
Foundation is working on a Dialogue Project at the national level which leverages the Ag Vision 
process –involving a variety agricultural stakeholders. This process will also help to inform national 
farm bill priorities. 
 

(10) PANEL DISCUSSION – Farm Bill Priorities (Panel 2) 
The Board heard from five representatives of various agricultural stakeholder groups concerning 
priorities for the upcoming farm bill.  
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Speakers included: 
 Frank Tamborello, California Hunger Action Coalition 
 Mary Pfeiffer, California Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association 
 Jean-Mari Pelteir, National Ag Research, Extension, Education and Economic Advisory Board 
 Michael Dimock, Roots of Change 
 Karen Buhr, California Association of Resource Conservation Districts 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(11) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – A California Farm Bill Perspective 
The Board heard a brief presentation from the California Department of Food and Agriculture on 
the department’s process to engage agricultural stakeholders and develop farm bill priorities for 
California.  
 
Speaker:  
 The Honorable Karen Ross 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(12) OTHER BUSINESS 

The Board conducted the following additional business: 
 
President McNamara provided a brief update to the Board on the California Ag Vision.  The process 
is continuing and the advisory committee facilitated by American Farmland Trust will be meeting in 
September. Following this advisory committee meeting and update will be provided to the Board. 
 
No further business was brought before the Board. 
 

(13) PUBLIC COMMENT 
Three individuals provided public comment. 
 
Bill Allayaud, Environmental Working Group – commented that the farm bill should invest in 
programs that will increase the consumption of healthy food and vegetables. Currently, only a tiny 
fraction of the farm bill supports healthy food versus commodity crops. The agricultural committee 
should redirect farm bill funding to funding healthy foods in schools. 
 
Bob Curtis, Almond Board/California Commodity Committee – commented on the importance of 
research, pest prevention funding and trade assistance (Market Access Program) to California 
farmers and ranchers.  
 
Corny Gallagher, California State Fair (Board Member) – informed the Board about the opening of 
the California State Fair and invited members to attend. Mr. Gallagher discussed the State Fair 
Gala, an online coupon book for fair goers, Agriculturalist of the Year, and the Rodeo Hall of Fame 
Wine Fest. 
 

(14) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:00 p.m. 

 


