
Mission Statement

The Animal Health Branch is 
California’s organized, professional 
veterinary medical unit that protects 
livestock populations, consumers, and 
the State’s economy from catastrophic 
animal diseases and other health or 
agricultural problems. 
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Summary of California Equine Medication Rule Changes
Effective January 1, 2014

1. One NSAID: The regulations restrict the 
therapeutic administration of non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) to one (1) NSAID.  
The detection of more than one NSAID in a 
sample is a violation of the rule.  If more than 
one NSAID has been used therapeutically, all 
but one of the NSAIDs must be withdrawn from 
use 72 hours before competition. 

2. Drug Declarations: There is no longer a 
requirement to file a drug declaration statement 
for administration of a non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory drug (NSAID) since routine use of 
a NSAID is now permissible.

3. Additions to the Restricted Permissible Medications List: Restricted permitted medications are 
medications which can be administered to horses entered in shows and competitions provided the dose of 
the medication does not exceed the listed maximum allowable level in plasma or urine.

The new restricted permitted medication list is:

 a. phenylbutazone (Butazolidin®)         15.0        micrograms/milliliter in plasma

 b. flunixin (Banamine®)             1.0        micrograms/milliliter in plasma

 c. ketoprofen (Ketofen®)            0.250    micrograms/milliliter in plasma

 d. meclofenamic Acid (Arquel®)           2.5        micrograms/milliliter in plasma

 e. naproxen (Naprosyn®)          40.0        micrograms/milliliter in plasma

 f. diclofenic Acid (Surpass®)            0.005    micrograms/milliliter in plasma

 g. firocoxib (Equioxx®)            0.240    micrograms/milliliter in plasma

 h. dexamethasone (Azium®)            0.0005  micrograms/milliliter in plasma       

                                                                          0.09      micrograms/milliliter in urine

 i. methocarbamol(Robaxin®)            0.50      micrograms/milliliter in plasma           

                                                                      350.0        micrograms/milliliter in urine)
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 4. Emergency Use of Flunixin (Banamine®):  A veterinarian may administer flunixin to an equine for the treatment of colic 
or an ophthalmic emergency provided there is a 24 hour withdrawal of the animal from competition after administration and the 
veterinarian files a drug declaration.

5. 12 Hour Injectable Rule: There can be no administration of injectable substances within 12 hours of competition, except by 
a veterinarian administering the following:

 a. A minimum of 10 liters of emergency fluids within 6-12 hours of competition

 b. Antibiotics (Procaine Penicillin is prohibited)

 c. Dexamethasone injection within 6-12 hours of competition for the treatment of hives.

The veterinarian must file a drug declaration following the administration of these substances. 

For more information on the California Equine Medication Rule, contact Dr. Katie Flynn at 916-900-5039 or 

kflynn@cdfa.ca.gov or visit http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/emmp/.

Update on USDA Veterinary Accreditation Renewal

 The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Veterinary Accreditation Program (NVAP) requires 
renewal of veterinary accreditation status every three (3) years. The USDA NVAP staggered the initial renewal dates between 
January 2013 and 2015 to manage the renewal workload.  Subsequent renewal dates will be set every three years.  Accredited 
veterinarians should contact USDA at VSCA@aphis.usda.gov or call the NVAP Specialist at 916-854-3950 to verify their 
accreditation renewal date. 

 Online and manual renewal forms, written instructions, and a renewal process video are available on the   
USDA NVAP site at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/renewal.shtml.  

 The renewal process includes a requirement for Category I accredited veterinarians to complete three (3) APHIS-
Approved Supplemental Training (AASTs) modules and Category II accredited veterinarians to complete six (6) AAST modules.
      
Veterinarians in both categories may select modules of interest from the twenty-four (24) USDA training modules currently 
available online at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/aast.shtml to fulfill the training requirement.
 
CD or hard-copy versions of the modules are available for order from USDA at
 http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/nvap_supplemental_training_form.pdf.

California Equine Entry Requirements
Effective January 1, 2014

The California requirements for entry of equines into the state are:

1) A Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI or Health Certificate) issued within the thirty (30) days before entry. 

AND

2) Evidence of a negative Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA) Test (Coggins) obtained within the twelve (12) months before entry.   
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 Large conferences, such as the AVMA, Western Veterinary and Pacific Veterinary conferences have AAST module 
sessions available for attendees.  For upcoming veterinary conferences with selected AAST courses, see
 http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/upcoming_conf.shtml. To arrange for presentation of select AAST 
modules at a local Veterinary Medical Association meeting, contact a CDFA/USDA District Office (Redding 530-225-2140; 
Modesto 206-491-9350; Tulare 559-685-3500; Ontario; 909-947-4462).

  California accredited veterinarians renewing their accreditation must complete the National Veterinary Accreditation 
Program Application Form (VS 1-36A) http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/vs1-36a.pdf, list 
the information on the AAST modules completed and submit the completed application to the USDA APHIS VS Sacramento 
District Office.

 Is your accreditation already expired? Don’t panic, but address this as soon as possible.  Remember, to perform 
regulatory functions, such as preparing International Health Certificates and Interstate Certificates of Veterinary Inspection, 
accreditation must be current. 
See http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/1_didnot_renew_assigned_ard.pdf. for 
reinstatement instructions. 

 To change Accreditation Category, the veterinarian must, 1) complete the Application Form (VS 1-36A) including Box 
3, 2) have fulfilled the training requirements for the Category, 3) certify that they are able to perform the tasks in Title 9 Code 
of Federal Regulations, Part 161.1(g)
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=9f5abb12c395b0e96eb998e4d2ff0f36&node=9:1.0.1.10.70.0.85.1&rgn=div8, and 
4) submit the Application Form.  Changing categories will change the next renewal date. Remember, preparing health 
certificates for pet birds, pot-bellied pigs and horses requires Category II Accreditation.   

Bovine Tuberculosis Update

 A granuloma submitted during routine inspection from a Holstein cow slaughtered at a California plant on 
November 13, 2013 was infected with M. bovis, according to positive PCR results. The investigation into the origin of this 
cow is ongoing.

 The investigation of the herd of origin of a TB-infected beef cow detected during routine slaughter inspection at a 
California slaughter plant on September 24, 2013 continues.  The herd of origin has been TB-tested negative; the cattle are 
scheduled for their next test in February 2014. Neighboring cattle are being tested. The TB-strain matched that isolated from 
the Jersey cow slaughtered at a California plant on April 10, 2013. This is a unique strain not closely related to any previous 
US cases. The most likely origin of the Jersey cow was a sold out dairy that had contact with the beef herd. 

 The Tulare County TB-affected dairy herd identified in February 2013 continues operating under a “test and 
removal plan” to eradicate infection. The herd is on schedule for its quarantine releasing test in June 2014. To date, fourteen 
(14) cattle with bovine TB have been removed from the herd. The TB-strain in this herd matched that detected in two (2) 
related California herds in 2002. The investigation has been completed without any indication of disease spread; retesting of 
“high-risk” trace herds is ongoing. 
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Bovine Trichomonosis Control Program Update

 The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recently took action to promote the judicious use of medically important 
antimicrobial drugs in food animals to address growing concerns on antimicrobial resistance.  On December 11, 2013, the 
FDA published the final Guidance 213 for Industry (GFI) #213 and a proposed rule change to Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) 
that impacts veterinary practitioners.  GFI #213 entitled, New Animal Drugs and New Animal Drug Combination Products 
Administered in or on Medicated Feed or Drinking Water of Food-Producing Animals: Recommendations for Drug Sponsors for 
Voluntarily Aligning Product Use Conditions with GFI #209, seeks to have drug manufacturers make two key changes regarding 
medically important antimicrobials (See DFI #152) used in feed or water: 1)  voluntarily withdraw approved production use 
claims (i.e.,growth promotion, feed efficiency) of medically important antimicrobial new animal drugs and combinations, and 2) 
voluntarily revise conditions of use to reflect the need for professional oversight by a licensed veterinarian.  For medicated feed 
products, this would mean a change from over-the-counter (OTC) to Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) status; for medicated 
drinking water products, this would mean a change from OTC to prescription (Rx) status.  Concurrently, FDA is moving a 
regulatory change forward to make the VFD process easier and more flexible for veterinary use.  

 There is a three-year timeframe for implementation of GFI #213; however, drug manufacturers should indicate to 
FDA by early March 2014 if they plan to voluntarily make the changes. FDA will monitor efforts and impact of changes.  
Consideration of alternative steps will occur if there is not sufficient change or progress with this voluntary initiative.

Additional references:
FDA Strategy on Antimicrobial Resistance - Q&A 
http://www.fda.gov/animalveterinary/guidancecomplianceenforcement/guidanceforindustry/ucm216939.htm

Federal Register Volume 78, Number 239 (Thursday, December 12, 2013)
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-12-12/pdf/2013-29696.pdf

 Current regulations controlling trichomonosis in California include, testing and permit requirements for bulls 
entering the state, reporting and control of infected bulls, notification and testing of neighboring bulls, as well as a 
requirement that all bulls over 18 months of age, sold at public livestock markets, must be sold for slaughter unless the 
bulls are accompanied by a negative test result for trichomonosis taken within the last 60 days prior to sale. The Branch 
received a petition from the California Cattlemen’s Association (CCA) on December 16, 2013 requesting the deletion of 
the trichomonosis-test requirement for the sale of bulls within California (Section 820.4, Title 3 of the California Code of 
Regulations). CDFA has accepted the petition and will present a draft regulatory proposal at a meeting of the Cattle Health 
Advisory Task Force in April 2014. The rulemaking action will be promulgated thereafter and will be available for public 
comments.

FDA Industry Guidance on Antimicrobial Use in Food Animal Feed and Water

https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2013-29697.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2013-29696.pdf
http://www.fda.gov/downloads/AnimalVeterinary/GuidanceComplianceEnforcement/GuidanceforIndustry/ucm052519.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-12-12/pdf/2013-29696.pdf
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Notice for Contract Accredited Veterinarians
Brucellosis Vaccine Orders

Upon receipt of Brucellosis Vaccine orders, verify that the number of vials in the 
shipment matches the number of vials in the order placed. 

Report any discrepancy to the local Animal Health Branch District Office.

Veterinarian (General) Positions Available

The CDFA Animal Health Branch has two veterinary positions available:

Position Number 014-112-0177–001 / Tulare, CA and surrounding areas
Position Number 014-116-0177-005 / Redding, CA and surrounding areas

The positions require possession of a valid license to practice as a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 
issued by the California Veterinary Medical Board.

Position duties include:

Plan, organize and coordinate animal health management activities, such as conducting 
epidemiologic investigations and diagnosing livestock and poultry diseases.  Perform diagnostic 
sample collection, specific diagnostic tests and necropsies of livestock and poultry.  Review and 
apply the appropriate laws, regulations and policies of CDFA, as well as various local, State, and 
Federal government agencies in all aspects of assigned duties. 
 

Those who are eligible on the State certification list for the Veterinarian class or eligible to transfer 
laterally may apply.  Qualified individuals, who are not on the certification list, are encouraged to 
submit an application and to contact the Animal Health Branch for additional information on state 
hiring procedures.  

Complete and mail the California State application (STD. 678) available at
https://jobs.ca.gov/pdf/std678.pdf to: 

California Department of Food and Agriculture
Animal Health Branch

Attention: Marvin Singleton
1220 N Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Indicate the position number in the job title section of the application.

Following screening of applications, the most qualified applicants will be given the opportunity to 
interview.  

For additional information, contact:
Marvin Singleton
916-900-5209



Rachelle Kennedy grew up in the California Central Valley, where she was 
active showing beef cattle in 4-H.  She received a Bachelor of Science degree in Animal 
Science and Management from the University of California – Davis in 2005.  Following 
graduation, Rachelle joined the Animal Health Branch as a Livestock Inspector working in 
the Livestock Movement Section.   Rachelle spent many weeks away from home assisting 
in the 2008 TB Task Force.  In 2009, Rachelle received a promotion to a Research Scientist 
with her transfer to the Animal Disease Traceability Program.  Her skill sets with electronic 
identification technologies and the Mobile Information Management (MIM) system are 
actively being applied for private practitioner outreach.        

Away from work, Rachelle most enjoys time with husband, Matt, and their two 
children, Irelyn and Cole, especially when they go camping, traveling and take trips to 
Disneyland!  She makes time in her busy schedule for distance running (she recently 
completed her 1st half marathon), horseback riding, reading and cross stitching.  Rachelle is 
also a Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship International (PATH Intl.) Registered Instructor.

Staff Biographies

Veterinarian (Specialist) Fred Stevens has worked for AHB since 2006.  He 
was recruited from the private sector (he has a veterinary software business) by his Vet 
School classmate (and current AHB Branch Chief) Dr. Kent Fowler.  Drs. Stevens & 
Fowler graduated UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine in 1977.   Fred went on to earn 
a Master’s degree in neuropharmacology from UCD and taught “computer applications 
for epidemiology” in the school’s MPVM program for several years.  During that time, 
Stevens wrote a large software system for the UCD Equine Research Laboratory (now 
called Center for Equine Health) and wrote the Animal Health Information System (AHIS) 
software for AHB, a precursor to the current Emerging Threats (ET) database.  Fred 
currently serves as the AHB branch “point-of-contact” for the ET developers, testing and 
debugging the software.

Fred also enjoys playing music - he has been in bands since Jr. High School, including a popular C&W group 
(Powder River) in Vet School and is currently playing bass and singing with the Yolo county band Retrospecs.  When not 
fiddling with computers or playing music, Fred enjoys photography, and likes to clutter his cubicle at CDFA HQ with his efforts.
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Contact Information

District Offices
Veterinarian In Charge (VIC)

Redding:  Dr. Charles Palmer
2135 Civic Center Drive, Room 8

Redding, CA 96001
 (530) 225-2140

Modesto:  Dr. Randy Anderson
3800 Cornucopia Way, Suite F

Modesto, CA 95358
(209) 491-9350

Tulare:  Dr. Clementa Frederiksen
18830 Road 112
Tulare, CA 93274
(559) 685-3500

Ontario:  Dr. Predrag Pecic
1910 South Archibald Avenue, Suite Y

Ontario, CA 91761
(909) 947-4462

Other AHFSS Branches

Bureau of Livestock Identification 
Greg Lawley, Chief

(916) 900-5006

Milk and Dairy Food Safety 
 Dr. Stephen Beam, Chief

(916) 900-5008

Meat, Poultry and Egg Safety 
Dr. Douglas Hepper, Chief

(916) 900-5004

Animal Health Branch
Dr. Kent Fowler, Chief

Headquarters:  (916) 900-5002
Fax:                  (916) 900-5333
Permit Line:      (916) 900-5052

United States Department of Agriculture
Dr. Gary Brickler

Director, District 6
USDA, APHIS, VS, SPRS

(916) 854-3950/Toll Free: (877) 741-3690

State Veterinarian
and

Director, Animal Health and
Food Safety Services

Dr. Annette Jones
(916) 900-5000

California Department of Food and Agriculture
Animal Health and Food Safety Services

Animal Health Branch
1220 N Street

Sacramento, CA  95814

Physical Address:
2800 Gateway Oaks Drive
Sacramento, CA  95833

Website:  www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/Index.html
Email:  ahbfeedback@cdfa.ca.gov
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