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BACKGROUND OF THE LEAGUE 

 Origins dating back to 1921; Growers & Shippers 
Protective League and Table Grape Growers & Shippers 
Association 
 

 Voluntary, non-profit public policy representing about 85%, 
by volume, fresh table grapes, stone fruit, pears and 
blueberries 

 
 Membership ranges from Coachella Valley to  

Lake County 
 
 Primary public policy advocate in Sacramento & DC; 

different from mandatory commissions  
 



TOP CGTFL PRIORITIES 

2012 Rank                      Description                                 2011 Rank 
 
      1  Labor laws/SB 126 Implementation  1                                     
      2  Immigration Reform/E-Verify  2                                                  
      3  Labor Costs/Impact Mandated Wage 4 
      4  Water Supply Issues   3 
      5  Invasive Pests/Quarantines  5 
      6  Food Safety Regulations   7  
      7  Workers’ Comp Costs   8 
      8  Health Care Mandates   6 
      9  Air Quality Regulations              10 
     10  Availability of Plant Health Materials             14  
 
Honorable Mention : Trade, Energy Costs, PTI, Water Quality Regs, Estate Tax, 

Farm Bill 



SPECIALTY CROP FARM BILL 
ALLIANCE 

 
www.strongeragriculture.org/ 
Over 120 organizations are members of the Specialty Crop 

Farm Bill Alliance and support a farm bill that invests in 
specialty crops to create stronger, more competitive 
agriculture 

 Approximately 30 organizations have direct California 
connections 

 Co-Chairs: Tom Nassif – Western Growers; John Keeling – 
National Potato Council; Mike Stuart- Florida Fruit and 
Vegetable Association 

 Secretariat: Robert Guenther - United Fresh Produce 
Association 

http://www.strongeragriculture.org/


SPECIALTY CROP FARM BILL 
ALLIANCE 

 The keys to success in regard to the 2008 Farm Bill: 
 
Dennis Cardoza as Chair of the Nutrition and Horticulture 

Sub-Committee 
 

 Inclusive and representative of a board base of interests 
 

 The psychology of a foothold and not letting the perfect 
be the enemy of the good 
 

 Above all, sticking together and not letting the potential 
for splintering occur 
 
 



SPECIALTY CROP FARM BILL 
ALLIANCE 

 Programs with baselines beyond the 2008 Farm Bill essentially 
have built-in funding if policymakers decide they should 
continue in their current form 

 However, 37 programs in the Farm Bill do not have baseline 
beyond the lifespan of the 2008 Farm Bill 

 Most of the non-baseline programs are not material to the 
specialty crop industry 

 However, non-baseline programs include SCRI and the Clean 
Plant Network 

 While Senate leaders and many members of the House support 
action, the House leadership to now has blocked action 

 However, a report from Idaho on October 29th said Majority 
Leader Cantor said he was prepared to move forward in a lame 
duck session  
 



SPECIALTY CROP FARM BILL 
ALLIANCE 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program 
 

Policy Recommendation- The Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program has 
been a highly successful, cost-effective program, introducing low 
income elementary students to a wide variety of fruits and vegetables. 
While the program is extremely worthy of expansion, the SCFBA 
recognizes current budget constraints and there recommends Congress 
maintain current mandatory funding of $150 million per year. 
 
With the success of the program, there has been some debate about 
which products should be eligible for inclusion. The SCFBA supports 
reinstating the specific original language from the 2002 Farm Bill, 
which includes dried fruit, in addition to fresh fruit and fresh 
vegetables, as eligible under this program. The SCFBA opposes any 
other changes in legislative language to the products eligible under the 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program.  



CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
 

FARM BILL IMPACT : SPECIALTY CROPS 
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