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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 
 

Location: California Department of Food and Agriculture  Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium    Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 1, 2016 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, March 1st at approximately 10:00 a.m.,                               
Executive Director Joshua Eddy presiding.  

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Helene Dillard   Ashley Boren    Eric Holst 
Don Cameron   Ben Drake    Nancy Casady 
Martha Montoya  Mary  Holz-Clause  Mike Gallo 
Joy Sterling    
    
Absent:  
Miles Reiter   Craig McNamara  Donald Bransford 
Bryce Lundberg            

        
(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – February 2, 2016 

Board member Ben Drake moved to approve the minutes of the February 2 meeting. Board member Don 
Cameron seconded the motion and a unanimous vote (8-0) carried the motion.  Board members Eric Holst 
and Joy Sterling were not present for the vote. 
 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Secretary Karen Ross provided a brief update to the Board. In February, Secretary Ross attended the 
National Association of State Department of Agriculture’s (NASDA) Winter Policy Conference and 
discussed a variety of policy issues. A key takeaway was the issue of dairy pricing and how it is having 
implications for farmers/processors in several states. In addition to the NASDA meeting, Secretary Ross 
attended the World Ag Expo in Tulare and participated in a panel discussion with USDA Deputy Secretary 
Krysta Harden on the Future of Agriculture. 
 
Secretary Ross also announced that Amber Morris will serve as the Branch Chief for CDFA’s Medical 
Cannabis Cultivation Program (MMCP) and that Mary Winkley has accepted the position as CDFA’s 
Agency Information Officer. 
 
The update concluded without formal action by the Board 

 
(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD –California Water Update 

The Board heard presentations from the California Department of Water Resources and the California 
Department of Fish and Game concerning water supply management and fishery/wildlife operations in the 
context of the drought. The updated included information related to recent snowpack levels and reservoir 
conditions. 
 
Speakers included: 

• Mark Cowin, California Department of Water Resources 
• Stafford Lehr, California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
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The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board 
  
(6) PANEL DISCUSSION – Drinking Water/CV Salts 

The Board heard presentations from the State Water Resources Control Board and the Central Valley 
Regional Water Quality Control Board on issues related to CV Salts and Safe Drinking programs.  
 
Speakers included: 

• Samuel Boland-Brien, State Water Resources Control Board 
• Jeanne Chilcott, Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 

 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board 
 

(7) BREAK 
 

(8) PANEL DISCUSSION – Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program 
The Board heard presentations from representatives of state agencies, agricultural associations, and water 
quality coalitions concerning the State Water Resources Control Board’s Irrigated Lands Regulatory 
Program. 
 
Speakers included: 

• Dr. Charles Burt, Agricultural Expert Panel – State Water Resources Control Board 
• Darrin Polhemus, State Water Resources Control Board 
• Dr. Barzin Moradi, California Department of Food and Agriculture 
• Parry Klassen, East San Joaquin Water Quality Coalition 
• Abby Taylor-Silva, Grower-Shipper Association of Central California 
• Daniel Merkley, California Farm Bureau Federation 
 

The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board 
 

(9) PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Following the panel discussion on the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program, the Board opened the meeting for 
public comment on the topic. 
 
Six individuals provided public comment: 
 
Phoebe Seaton, Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability remarked that the proposed order is 
protecting drinking water, in the large part from current agricultural practices. Ms. Seaton participated in 
CDFA’s Nitrogen Tracking and Reporting Task Force (December 2013) and has endorsed the proposed 
order. The proposed order improves transparency on the issue. 
 
Patrick Pulupa, State Water Resources Control Board commented that all stakeholders who have an opinion 
on the proposed orders should submit comments to the State Water Resources Control Board. The proposed 
order answers concerns of environmental justice organizations in regards to non-point source contamination. 
The stakeholder process is detailed in the order. In closing, Mr. Pulupa commented that the Central Valley 
Regional Water Quality Control Board does not have the capacity to receive reports as detailed in the 
proposed order.  
 
Jenny Rempel, Community Water Center commented that nitrates are an acute contaminate. It is estimated, 
that in 2050, 80 percent of residents will be impacted by nitrate contamination. A first step to understanding 
what is happening, is to make publically available the information that farmers are reporting. This 
information is the first step in solving the problem. The proposed order needs to be clear on the requirements 
for agriculture. Ms. Rempel also commented that the coalitions were to serve as an educational service.   
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Bruce Houdesheldt, Northern California Water Association commented that the proposed order is not an 
either-or proposition. It is not if we protect safe drinking water, but how. The proposed order is precedential 
on a statewide basis. We need to strategically focus on where we can improve groundwater quality. If you 
are a rice grower, the path forward is the CV Salts process. 
 
Lesa Ostrtholm, El Dorado Subwatershed Group commented that the foothill coalitions have very different 
hydrology and low intensity agriculture. The proposed order continues to advance a regulatory burden, but 
with no real results. Current reporting costs are already significant. 
 
Norm Groot, Monterey County Farm Bureau commented that Monterey County has 400 family farms that 
have been on the land since at least the 1850s. We all want clean drinking water, but we are adding a layer of 
burden that is a significant cost to growers. Another layer and another burden and farming operations are 
going to go out of business. One grower is currently reporting 3,000 data points – how many data points are 
going to be required by this proposed order? A lot of mistrust exists and fence building is needed. One size 
does not fit all in regards to the regulations and the Salinas Valley is no exception. 
 
Public Comments concluded without formal action by the Board 

 
 

(10) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD– Improving Water Data Availability 
The Board heard a presentation from the California Water Foundation on improving water data availability 
and this information could assist in overall statewide water management. 
 
Speakers included: 

• Lester Snow, California Water Foundation 
• Kathryn Viatella, California Water Foundation 

 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board 

 
(11) BOARD DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 

Discussion Item: State Organic Program 
 
Board member Don Cameron inquired about the status of meetings/discussions concerning revisions to the 
State Organic Program. Secretary Ross commented that a lot of conversation with stakeholders is occurring 
and that additional meetings have taken place with CCOF. There has been some good movement in terms of 
how we lessen the paperwork impact associated with the program. 
 
ACTION: Board member Don Cameron moved that the Board provide a letter of support concerning the 
SOP to Secretary Karen Ross. The letter would applaud the cooperative work being undertaken with CCOF 
and stakeholders. Board member Nancy Casady seconded the motion and a unanimous vote (8-0) carried the 
motion. Board members Martha Montoya and Mary Holz-Clause were not in attendance for the vote. 
 
The discussion concluded without any additional Board action. 

 
(12) PUBLIC COMMENT 

Following the discussion, the Board opened the meeting for general public comment on all issues. 
 
Three individuals provided public comment: 
 
Michelle Teran, UFW requested that the Board support an amicus curia brief filed with United States 
Supreme Court concerning immigration issues – specifically supporting Deferred Action for Children 
Arrivals (DACA) and Deferred Action for Parental Accountability (DAPA) in case filed by the State of 
Texas.  
  
Michael Harris, Black Agriculture invited the Board participate in the Small Farm Conference occurring next 
week. Other issues included marijuana growing in urban centers, Ag Day and undocumented workers. 
 



 Page 4 

Hezekiah Allen, California Growers Association commented that we need to expand the states storage 
capacity, something that must be included in a future Water Plan Update. On the legislative front, the 
Association is exploring micro business exemption in AB 2516, new license type for cottage cultivation. The 
Association is trying to help focus the regulatory environment for small growers. 
 
Following Public Comment, the Board took the following action: 
 
ACTION: Board member Joy Sterling moved that the Board authorize President McNamara to sign-on to 
the amicus brief in his position as President of the Board. Board member Ashley Boren seconded the motion 
and a unanimous vote (8-0) carried the motion. Board members Martha Montoya and Mary Holz-Clause 
were not in attendance for the vote. 
 
No additional action was taken by the Board 
 

(13) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:21 p.m. 
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