
Eucalyptus borer (2) 
(Phoracantha recurva)

Native to Australia; introduced into southern CA, thus far found only in Los 
Angeles,  Orange, and Riverside Counties.
Hosts: Larvae tunnel between bark and wood, and pupation occurs in heartwood 
of Eucalyptus trees (E. globulus; E. diversicolor; E. viminalis; E. platypus; E. 
nitens; E. saligna; and others). Adults feed on pollen of herbaceous plants, and 
search for injured or stressed Eucalyptus only, to lay their eggs under loose bark.

Field ID: Adult about 15-25 mm long, dark blackish brown, with pale 
areas on wing covers extended over about two thirds of their length; 
antennal segment 3 with curved spine. Larva up to 50 mm long, with 
widened anterior end.
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