
Mealybug destroyer 
(Cryptolaemus montrouzieri)
Introduced from Australia; now well established in coastal areas of southern 
CA.
Hosts: On plants where its prey (mealybugs with cottony egg-sacs) live.

Field ID: Adult 3.4-4.5 mm long, oval and convex, black with head, pronotum 
and tip of elytra reddish.  Larva up to 13 mm long, covered with whitish 
waxy filaments, which give them the appearance of mealybugs (easily 
distinguished from mealybugs by fast movements, larger size, well defined head 
and long, strong legs when turned upside-down).  Adult female lays yellow eggs 
in the cottony egg-sacs of mealybugs.  Both adults and larvae feed on 
mealybugs, and on aphids and soft scales when mealybugs are scarce. 
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