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The California Department of Food 
and Agriculture’s Plant Health and Pest 
Prevention Services Division’s (PHPPS) 
mission is legislatively mandated and 
clearly articulated within the California 
Food and Agricultural Code, as follows: 
 
Mission — To protect California from 
the damage caused by the introduc-
tion or spread of harmful plant pests.  
 
The California Legislature, enacting 
this mandate, also recognizes that 
pest prevention is uniquely posi-
tioned to protect California’s urban 
and natural environments as well 
as its agriculture. It specifically in-
structs the Department to protect 
ornamental and native plantings as 
well as agricultural crops from the 
harm caused by exotic pest invasions.  
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ADMINISTRATION 

Strategic Vision — To provide leadership of pest prevention and management programs 
that effectively protect California’s agriculture, horticulture, natural resources, and urban 
environments from invasive plant pests, and protect and ensure quality agricultural 
crop production. 

Tactical Goals — To prevent the entry, spread and establishment of invasive plant pests 
that could be detrimental to the State’s agriculture, public or natural resources by: 

ӲӲ Accurate and timely pest identification 

ӲӲ External and internal exclusion activities designed to prevent pest entry or establishment 

ӲӲ Early detection of plant pests before they become well established 

ӲӲTimely and effective eradication actions to eliminate new pest infestations 

ӲӲ Control and containment systems for plant pests that have become widely established 

ӲӲ Research, information technology and pest risk analysis systems to assure that the 	
pest prevention program is relevant, scientifically based and continuously improved 

ӲӲ Maintain outreach programs to enlist public support of pest prevention activities 	
through enhanced public awareness and education 

ӲӲ Development of division employees, foster teamwork and a sense of accomplish 	
ments, and an enjoyable work place

Values — The PHPPS Division Administration encourages all branches and personnel to 
achieve the Division Mission, Strategic Vision, and Tactical Goals while adhering to the fol-
lowing core values: 

ӲӲ Leadership: Provide clear direction, guidance and support 

ӲӲ Communication: Open, constructive exchange of ideas, opinions and information 

ӲӲ Decision: Decision-making based on the best available science, technology and common 
sense 

ӲӲTeam Work: Accomplishing division goals through the cooperative efforts of each of our 
employees 

ӲӲ Credibility: A team that maintains the division as a responsive, accountable and trusted 
organization 

ӲӲ Development: Maintain a system that develops employees, expands capabilities, acquires 
and utilizes accurate information and new technologies, while employing innovative pest 
prevention strategies

The PHPPS Division works with national and international partners to achieve its Mission, 
Strategic Vision and Tactical Goals; in particular, along with the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA), the division actively participates in the development of standards for 
pest prevention under the International Plant Protection Convention. The PHPPS Division 
is also a sustaining associate member of the North American Plant Protection Organization 
(NAPPO), a regional trade organization that develops pest prevention standards for the three 
country members — the U.S., Canada and Mexico. California industry representatives are 
active participants in NAPPO panel committees and its Industry Advisory Group.

The PHPPS Division Administration is charged with carrying out the 
mission. The Division has translated this mission into the following 
Strategic Vision and Tactical Goals. In California, a series of federal and 
state plant quarantine laws and regulations are enforced to restrict the 
entry and movement of commodities capable of harboring targeted 
plant pests and enable our eradication and control efforts. This approach 
of prohibiting or restricting the movement of plants, plant products 
or other commodities capable of harboring exotic plant pests is done 
in the interest of food security. In this case, the public insurance of a 
safe and secure supply of food and fiber is based on the premise that it 
is more economically and environmentally sound to prevent the entry 
and establishment of dangerous plant pests than to live with them. 

STRATEGIC SERVICES UNIT
The PHPPS Administration’s Strategic Services Unit (SSU) is responsible for all aspects of the 
Division’s primary administrative services functions. Responsibilities include budget admin-
istration, personnel management and position control, contracts and purchase order review, 
administering the out-of-state travel process, federal funds management, coordination of exam 
requests and training. The SSU provides recommendations and advice to PHPPS managers 
and staff on a broad spectrum of administrative and program-related problems and projects. 
The SSU conducts special administrative assignments at the direction of the Division Director 
and Assistant Director and develops and implements processes, procedures and program 
alternatives in order to streamline and improve efficiencies within the Division.
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This program issues state permits involving agricultural pests, approved laboratories, soil and 
quarantine commodities as authorized under administrative regulations and the Food and 
Agricultural Code.  In addition, this program approves or disapproves applications for federal 
permits that are issued by the USDA.  These permits concern movement into California 
of foreign and domestic plant pests, foreign soil, foreign postentry quarantine plant mate-
rial, genetically-engineered organisms (biotechnology permits), and foreign plants and plant 
products normally prohibited (departmental permits) entry into the United States.  This is 
the third year since the USDA implemented its new web-based electronic permitting system 
(ePermits).  The state concurrence process is also handled via the Internet for plant pest, 
biotechnology, soil, postentry quarantine and departmental permits. 

STATE PERMITS
There were 362 state permits issued, consisting of 107 plant pest permits (51 for pathogens 
and 56 for arthropods), 243 quarantine commodities permits, nine biotechnology movement 
authorizations and three approved laboratory permits. 

The permits and regulations program develops all regulations 
administered by the Plant Health and Pest Prevention Services 
Division (PHPPS) and develops associated legally required documents 
such as notices, statements of reason, orders and certificates of 
compliance.  The Special Assistant serves as regulatory coordinator 
for the Division and technical staff assistant to the Director.

PERMITS AND REGULATIONS

REGULATIONS
There were 154 regulatory actions, including: 69 emergency regulations, 34 certificates of compli-
ance, 49 notices of changes in the regulations, one order and one Section 100 (data not shown).

FEDERAL (USDA) PERMITS
A total of 648 applications for federal permits were reviewed and processed including 26 
postentry quarantine agreements, 46 soil permits, 222 plant pest permits, 297 biotechnology 
permits and 57 permits for federally-prohibited plant material.
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The PHPPS Division is comprised of five branches and is responsible for protecting California’s 
agriculture and natural resources against damage caused by exotic and recently introduced plant 
pests. It provides protection through a comprehensive pest prevention system. Four organizational 
branches administer the system: Pest Exclusion, Pest Detection/Emergency Project, Integrated 
Pest Control and the Light Brown Apple Moth Program. These branches receive professional 
support by the scientists in the Plant Pest Diagnostics Center.

The Pest Exclusion Branch (PE) is considered the first line of defense. The mission of the PE 
is to keep exotic agricultural and environmental pests out of the State and to prevent or limit 
the spread of newly discovered pests within the State. To accomplish this mission, PE has two 
roles: 1) quarantine regulatory compliance and enforcement and 2) service to the agriculture 
industry and the public. PE is divided into three program components: Interior Pest Exclusion 
(enforcement of quarantines, phytosanitary certification of exports), Exterior Pest Exclusion 
(border stations) and Nursery, Seed and Cotton (licensing, pest cleanliness, registration and 
certification, truth in labeling for seeds and quality cotton).

The Pest Detection/Emergency Projects Branch (PD/EP) is responsible for the early 
detection and prompt eradication of serious exotic agricultural pests. PD/EP accomplishes its 
mission by conducting a statewide trapping program, staffed by county and state inspectors, for 
exotic insect pests, by implementing special surveys for significant agricultural pests and plant 
diseases for which traps are not available and by providing emergency eradication services using 
the best available technology. PD/EP also operates the CDFA Fruit Fly Rearing Facility, located 
in Waimanalo, Hawaii, which provides high-quality, sterile Mediterranean fruit flies for eradica-
tion projects in California. Maximum production can reach up to 136 million pupae per week.

The Integrated Pest Control Branch (IPC) conducts a wide range of pest management 
and weed eradication projects in cooperation with growers, agricultural commissioners and 
federal agencies. IPC manages biological control and vertebrate pest management functions. 
Assessments and fees are collected for some program activities and services. IPC contracts 
with counties, federal agencies, other California state agencies, research agencies and private 
businesses for various program components. Activities of five projects are coordinated through 
recommendations of three boards: Pink Bollworm, Beet Curly Top Virus and Tristeza, and two 
committees: Noxious Weed Management Oversight Committee and Vertebrate Pest Control 
Research Advisory Committee.

The Light Brown Apple Moth Program (LBAM) is a federal and state cooperative pro-
gram that coordinates with the county agricultural commissioners, other state and local agen-
cies, industry and agricultural organizations throughout the State. The goal of the program is 
to minimize the statewide impact of light brown apple moth (LBAM). The program’s strategy 
is to contain, suppress and eradicate LBAM while simultaneously developing other mitigation 
tools, such as male moth attractant treatments, sterile insect release technology and biological 
control organisms.

The Plant Pest Diagnostics Center (PPDC) provides professional plant pest diagnostics 
support for CDFA’s agricultural plant pest prevention regulatory programs, the United States 
Department of Agriculture, county departments of agriculture, universities, phytosanitary 
certification of California export products, other state agencies and the general public. PPDC 
consists of five laboratories including: botany, entomology, nematology, plant pathology and seed 
taxonomy and germination.

BRANCH SUMMARIES
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