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Description 
The Metrology Laboratory (Laboratory) is responsible for maintaining 
the State’s standards of measurement that form the basis for 
California transactions involving weight or measure.  It is further 
mandated by the Business and Professions (B&P) Code to calibrate 
and certify county weights and measures standards.  For a fee, the 
metrology program provides, upon request, calibration and 
certification services for various standards used by industry. 
 
Activities 
The B&P Code mandates that the State provide calibration and 
certification services.  The Laboratory annually calibrates and certifies 
approximately 7,000 state, county, and industry standards that 
provide the basis for all commercial measurements in California.  To 
accomplish these activities, the Laboratory maintains a National 
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) recognition and a 
National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program (NVLAP) 
accreditation in mass, volume, time, length, temperature, and time.  
Staff undergoe extensive specialized training and demonstrate 
competency each year by completing proficiency tests coordinated by 
NIST. 
 

Program Importance 
The Laboratory allows for enforcement of the laws relating to weights 
and measures.  Any enforcement action relating to weights and 
measures taken by any State or county law enforcement official could 
easily be overturned because of the lack of legal foundation for the 
standards, resulting in exposing the State or county to millions of 
dollars in legal fees and penalties.  It provides industry with a 
certification resource for their standards allowing them to do their job, 
due to certification required by California law or their customers. 
 
With continued General Fund cuts, it will soon become impossible to 
maintain the Laboratory. Counties and Registered Service Agencies 
(RSA) will be forced to use other labs to certify their standards.  This 
will result in a significant increase in operating costs to these entities.  
The Department’s other weights and measures programs will also 
face increased costs when using outside sources to certify required 
standards in order to conduct routine inspections and outside testing.  
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Budget 
The Laboratory is funded primarily by General Funds and receives a 
portion of its funding through fees received for calibration and 
certification of industry standards. 
 
Staffing 
The Laboratory manager is the Principal State Metrologist.  This 
position also includes quality and technical manager duties required to 
maintain laboratory accreditation.  There is also one Measurement 
Standards Specialist (MSS) performing the duties as a Metrologist. 
 
Forecast 
As a result of the General Fund reduction of $125,000 in fiscal year 
2012/13, the Laboratory experienced a reduction in staff, a reduction 
in its scope of calibration services, a loss of funding to replace 
antiqued equipment, and removal of laboratory standards from 
service.  The Laboratory struggles to maintain its ability to service the 
counties, its primary customers.  While other states have NIST 
traceable laboratories where county officials could take their 
standards for certification, none are capable of calibrating standards 
used to test utility meters.  This is because in California, utility 
submeters are under the jurisdiction of Weights and Measures, not 
the Public Utilities Commission. For more information, please contact:

Greg Boers, Principal State Metrologist 
Metrology Laboratory 

Greg.Boers@cdfa.ca.gov 
 


