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Milk Mailbox Prices in Dollars per Hundredweight
  December   Jan. ’10 February   March  April  May  June

$15.33 $14.12 $13.59 $12.81 $12.93 $13.25 $13.64
USDA  $16.37 $16.16 $15.97 $14.92 $14.51   $15.08   $15.39        

California mailbox price calculated by CDFA.
All federal milk market order weighted average, as calculated by USDA.
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Milk Mailbox Prices for June 2010

California

$13.64

Northwest
States

$15.05

New Mexico
$13.82

Western
Texas
$14.69

Corn Belt States
$15.06

Minnesota

$14.52
Wisconsin

$14.78

Illinois

$15.34

Michigan

Ohio
$16.27

Appalachian States

$17.41

Florida

  $18.31

Southeast States
$17.52

$15.50

So. Mo$15.65

Iowa
$15.51

New
England

States
$16.86

Western
Pennsylvania
$16.20

New York
$15.70

Eastern
Pennsylvania
$16.32

$16.14Indiana

In June 2010, mailbox milk prices for selected reporting areas in Federal milk orders averaged $15.39 per cwt., up $0.31 from 
the previous month average, but up $4.12 from June 2009. The component tests of producer milk in June 2010 were: butterfat, 
3.52%; protein, 2.96%; and other solids, 5.75%. On an individual reporting area basis, mailbox prices increased in all Federal 
milk order reporting areas except Western Pennsylvania and Michigan where mailbox prices remained unchanged. Mailbox 
prices ranged from $17.52 in Florida to $13.82 in New Mexico.
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CDFA Secretary A.G. Kawamura announced the retirement of California State 
Veterinarian Dr. Richard Breitmeyer eff ective September 30, after 26 years at CDFA.  
“Dr. Breitmeyer leaves state service as one of the most respected animal health 
authorities in the nation,” said Secretary Kawamura.  “His leadership in public policy 
is highly valued by governments and veterinary organizations alike. I want to thank 
him for his tireless commitment to public service. We owe him a monumental debt of 
gratitude.”

Dr. Breitmeyer joined CDFA in 1984 as a veterinary medical offi  cer and has served 
as state veterinarian since 1993, under three governors. In that role, Dr. Breitmeyer 
served at the executive level as California’s state, national and international 
representative on all animal health issues aff ecting California and the nation, and was 
the principal advisor to the agriculture secretary for all food safety and animal health 
issues aff ecting California. Among Dr. Breitmeyer’s national leadership positions is a 
current term as president of the United States Animal Health Association. 

 Eff ective immediately, Secretary Kawamura has named Dr. Annette Whiteford to 
replace Dr. Breitmeyer as state veterinarian.  Dr. Whiteford has been with CDFA since 
2001 and has served as director of the division of Animal Health and Food Safety 
Services since 2004. In 2002/2003, she served as area and incident commander for 
California’s successful fi ght to eradicate exotic Newcastle disease. The response 
involved multiple local, state and federal agencies with up-to 1,500 people on the 
ground at one time. Dr. Whiteford will assume the duties of state veterinarian while 
retaining the director position. 

 Dr. Whiteford received her veterinary degree in 1998 from UC Davis and spent 
3 years in private practice before joining the Department. She also spent 8 years 
working for business fi rms in the private sector before choosing to enter veterinary 
school.  “Dr. Whiteford has more than demonstrated that she has the talent and 
experience to excel as State Veterinarian,” said Secretary Kawamura. “I look forward to 
working with her and have confi dence that she will distinguish herself in the position 
for many years to come.”     



 Minimum Class Prices

Weekly Average 
Commodity Prices

California Hundredweight Prices
 Class  August September October

 1 No. Calif. $17.33 $17.15 $18.44
     So. Calif $17.60 $17.43 $18.71
 2 No. Calif. $15.87 $15.87 N/A  
     So. Calif. $16.10 $16.10 N/A
 3  $15.82 $15.82 N/A
 4a    $15.69       N/A      N/A
 4b   $14.39  N/A      N/A

California
Manufacturing

Plants

Dairy Market 
News

Grade AA 
Butter

Block Cheddar 
Cheese

Nonfat
Dry Milk

Western Dry 
Whey

8/13 $1.9045 $1.6180 $1.1211 $0.3788

8/20 $1.9730 $1.6310 $1.1411 $0.3738

8/27 $2.1545 $1.6690 $1.1257 $0.3725

9/3 $2.2140 $1.7110 $1.1101 $0.3725

9/10 $2.2238 $1.7263 $1.0851 $0.3725

9/17 $2.2225 $1.7350 $1.0872 $0.3725

9/24 $2.2255 $1.7470 $1.1000 $0.3725

Dollars per Pound

Week
Ending

Chicago Mercantile Exchange

Month Quota Overbase
July ‘09 $11.30 $  9.60
August $12.18 $10.48
September $12.74 $11.04
October $13.61 $11.91
November $14.83 $13.13
December $16.17 $14.47
January ‘10 $15.18 $13.48
February  $14.81 $13.11
March $14.11 $12.41
April $14.33 $12.63
May $14.65 $12.95
June $15.17 $13.47
July $15.94 $14.24
August $16.54 $14.84

Milk Production Cost Comparison Summary for California *

By Quarter, 2009-2010

Quota Transfer Summary

Quota Transfers July August Sepember

Number of Sellers   10 6   7
Pounds of SNF Quota
    Transferred 4,524 3,988 12,875
Average Price Per 
   Pound of SNF Quota $431 $434   $434   

Pool Prices

C A L I F O R N I A 
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2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010

1st Quarter
   Total Costs $22.38 $19.02 $16.63 $13.60 $16.63 $13.26 $15.35 $12.81 $16.67 $13.48

   Total Costs & Allowances* $24.77 $20.86 $18.23 $15.11 $18.58 $14.78 $17.29 $14.49 $18.51 $15.02

2nd Quarter
   Total Costs $18.30 $16.54 $15.30 $13.17 $15.46 $12.81 $14.06 $12.20 $15.37 $12.98

   Total Costs & Allowances* $20.34 $18.30 $17.08 $14.59 $17.22 $14.25 $15.54 $13.75 $17.12 $14.43

3rd Quarter
   Total Costs $17.35 $14.47 $14.68 $13.85 $14.62

   Total Costs & Allowances* $19.08 $16.01 $16.26 $15.21 $16.17

4th Quarter
   Total Costs $18.23 $14.09 $13.91 $13.46 $14.05

   Total Costs & Allowances* $20.11 $15.68 $15.50 $14.89 $15.63
*  Includes an allowance for management and a return on investment

North
Coast

South
Valley

Southern
California

Quarter

North
Valley

Statewide
Weighted Average

Dollars per Hundredweight
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Pioneering UC Davis Study 

Finds Little Dairy 

Antibiotics in Groundwater

University of California, Davis
News Release 

In the fi rst large study to track the fate of a wide 
range of antibiotics given to dairy cows, UC Davis 
scientists found that the drugs routinely end up on 
the ground and in manure lagoons, but are mostly 
broken down before they reach groundwater. 

The fi ndings should help alleviate longstanding 
fears that dairy farms, and the fi elds fertilized with 
their waste, might lead to large-scale groundwater 
contamination. 

“What we found is that antibiotics can frequently 
be found at the manure-aff ected surfaces of the 
dairy operation (such as corrals and manure fl ush 
lanes) but generally degrade in the top 12 inches of 
soil," said Thomas Harter, an expert on the eff ects of 
agriculture on groundwater quality and the Robert 
M. Hagan Chair for Water Management and Policy at 
UC Davis.   "A very small amount of certain antibiotics 
do travel into shallow groundwater. Our next task 
is to determine whether these particular antibiotics 
are further degraded before reaching domestic and 
public water-supply wells."

Harter said the study fi ndings should be particularly 
useful to groundwater users and providers, the 
dairy industry and policy makers. It provides the 
fi rst comprehensive data set to assess and compare 
potential local impacts to groundwater from the 
wide variety of antibiotics in use on freestall dairy 
farms. 

California is the largest U.S. producer of milk, with 1.8 
million milking cows. More than 90 percent of those 
are housed in "freestall" operations, where they are 
free to enter and leave resting cubicles, as opposed 
to being confi ned in stanchions or pens.

On typical California dairies, antibiotics are 
administered to young cows (calves and heifers, 
which are cows that have not had a calf ), and to non-
lactating adult cows, but are not given to lactating, or 
"milking," adult cows.

Health offi  cials are concerned that antibiotics 
could travel from cows' urine and feces into the 
groundwater that supplies drinking water to people 

and livestock. They might foster antibiotic resistance 
in disease-causing bacteria.  Harter said that the 
health eff ects of antibiotics in drinking water at the 
low levels he detected are not known. 

The new UC Davis study looked at two large freestall 
operations in the San Joaquin Valley, in a region with 
highly vulnerable groundwater due to its shallow 
depth and sandy soils. The two dairies had a total of 
more than 2,700 milking cows and 2,500 heifers. 

Soil and water samples were collected from: the 
ground surface under the animals; surfaces such as 
fl ush lanes, which carry waste; manure lagoons, where 
feces and urine are collected; farm fi elds where lagoon 
contents were spread for fertilizer; the fi rst 12 inches 
of soil immediately below the surface of various 
sections in the dairy operation; and from groundwater 
10 to 30 feet beneath the animal areas, adjacent to the 
lagoons, and beneath the manured fi elds. 

(The study did not test surface water, such as creeks. 
Dairies are not permitted to discharge waste-
containing runoff  to surface water.)

Harter and colleagues from UC Davis and the U.S. 
Geological Survey's Water Science Center in California 
conducted the fi eld work in 2006-2008, with analytical 
support from the U.S. Geological Survey Kansas. The 
research was funded with $568,000 from the CALFED 
Bay-Delta Authority Drinking Water Program, which is 
administered by the California State Water Resources 
Control Board, and $65,000 from the California 
Department of Food and Agriculture, using funds 
collected from dairy producers to support research 
and marketing. 

The study was published online recently by 
Environmental Science & Technology, a journal of the 
American Chemical Society.
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Premium Alfalfa Hay Statewide Average Per Ton Prices 

 Monthly Monthly
Area Low/High Average

Petaluma $182/195 $189
North Valley1 $165/190 $179 
South Valley2 $168/185 $173 
Chino Valley     N/A   N/A 
Total Tons Sold3  156,093 
Total Tons Delivered4  48,516

Source: USDA Market News, Moses Lake, Washington, 
(509) 765-3611,  www.ams.usda.gov/LSMarketNews 

1 North Valley is Escalon, Modesto and Turlock areas. 
2 South Valley is Tulare, Visalia and Hanford areas.
3 For current or future delivery.
4 Contracted or current sales. 

 California Average Feed Commodity Spot Prices
Delivered to the Dairy, In Dollars Per Ton, 2010

Alfalfa Hay Update
Northern California: Premium and Supreme Alfalfa were traded mostly 
steady with good demand and moderate supplies. The export and retail 
markets were mostly steady. Some areas reported light to moderate 
rain damage and decreased hay production. The market continues to 
strengthen due to limited availablility of hay this season.

Southern California: Premium and Supreme Alfalfa remained mostly 
steady with good demand and moderate supplies.  Hay buyers noted 
diffi  culty in fi lling orders because supplies are tight. 

California Cost of Production, Total Feed Cost, by Quarter
Based on California Production Cost Survey, January 2003 through March 2010
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Source: CDFA Dairy Marketing Branch 

C A L I F O R N I A 

Defi nition of premium Alfalfa Hay: Early maturity, i.e., pre-bloom in legumes 
and pre head in grass hays, extra leafy and fi ne stemmed-factors indicative of a 
high nutritive content. Hay is green and free of damage.

Data is not available this month.
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C A L I F O R N I A 

Average Cost Per Ton Fed, by Quarter
Grains, Minerals, Supplements & Milk Cow Alfalfa Hay

Second Quarters of 2006-2010, in Dollars Per Ton

 California Milk Production
Average Daily Basis: 2008, 2009, 2010
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U N I T E D  S T A T E S

1  Region 9 includes AZ, CA, HI and NV
2  West region includes AZ, NV, UT, CA, ID, OR and WA

Source: USDA Market News: Report LM_CT168 and ML_LS795

Region 9 1

Dairy Cows 
U.S. Dairy

Cows
West Region 2

Price Range 

$/cwt.
07/23/10 14,500 17,800 $53-$58
07/30/10 14,700 17,800 $53-$63
08/06/10 15,100 18,200 $54-$60
08/13/10 13,100 16,800 $54-$61
08/20/10 13,100 17,300 $53-$61
08/27/10 13,400 17,700 $52-$59
09/03/10 13,900 18,400 $53-$65
09/10/10 13,200 17,000 $52-$56

Head

Week
Ending

Dairy Cow Culling Activity (Weekly)

August Milk Production in the Top 23 States
(% Change from 2009)

 

Washington

California

New Mexico

Indiana

Texas

Virginia

Florida

Ohio

Pennsylvania

Vermont

New York

Michigan

Wisconsin

Minnesota

Iowa

Illinois

Missouri
Colorado

Kansas

Utah

Arizona

Idaho
Oregon

+3.9%

+4.9%

+2.6%

-2.7%

+7.4%

+0.6%

-0.4%

-8.8%
+0.7%

+2.5%

-5.1%
+1.6%

+3.0%

+4.9%

+1.3%
+1.5%

+6.9%

+3.9%

+7.8%

-0.8%

+0.5%

    +2.5%

+4.8%

The number of cows on farms was • 9.135 million head, 
down 24,000 head
Production per cow averaged 1,768 pounds, 50 pounds • 
more than August 2009
Five of the top twenty-three milk producing states • 
showed a decrease in milk production 

August Milk Production 
USDA estimates U.S. milk production for August 2010 in 
the top 23 milk producing states at 15.0 billion pounds,  
up 2.8 percent from August 2009. Production per cow in 
the top 23 milk producing states averaged 1,796 pounds 
for August, 51 pounds above August 2009.

Hundredweight Prices

Federal Order
Minimum Class I Prices

For the U.S. overall, comparing 
August 2010 to August 2009:

Regions Aug. Sep. Oct.
Phoenix, Arizona $18.12 $17.85 $18.93
Portland, Oregon $17.67 $17.40 $18.48
Boston (Northeast) $19.02 $18.75 $19.83

National Dairy Situation and
Outlook – USDA Estimates

Milk Production 
Monthly: Compared to 2009, USDA estimates overall 
milk production across the U.S. was up by 2.7% 
in August 2010 compared to August 2009. USDA 
reports that California milk production increased 
4.9% compared to August 2009 (on 37,000 less cows 
and 130 more pounds per cow), compared to August 
2009. Among other western states, Arizona was up 
3.9%; New Mexico was up 0.6%; and Washington 
was up 7.4%. Two of the top 10 states reported  a 
production decrease. The largest increase was 
reported by Idaho at 7.8% growth in milk production 
(on 25,000 more cows and 60 more pounds per cow).
 
Quarterly: For the second quarter of 2010 compared 
to the fi rst quarter of 2010, U.S. milk cow numbers 
increased to 9.112 million head, milk production per 
cow increased to 5,460 pounds; the net eff ect was 
increased milk production to 49.7 billion pounds. 
USDA projects that for the third quarter of 2010 
compared to the second quarter of 2010, U.S. milk 
cow numbers will increase to 9.150 million cows, 
production per cow will decrease to 5,240 pounds; 
the net eff ect would be decreased milk production to 
47.9 billion pounds.   

Milk Prices
Comparing the second quarter of 2010 to the fi rst 
quarter of 2010, U.S. average milk prices decreased to 
$15.07/cwt. USDA projects that for the third quarter 
of 2010, U.S. average all-milk prices will be $16.60-
16.80/cwt.; Class 4b prices will be $14.95-15.15/cwt.; 
and Class 4a prices will be $15.90-16.20/cwt.

Utility Cow Prices
Comparing the second quarter of 2010 to the fi rst 
quarter of 2010, average U.S. utility cow prices were 
up $7.00/cwt. to a national average of $58.79/cwt. 
USDA projects that utility cow prices will average 
$58-59/cwt. in the third quarter of 2010.

Information from the USDA-NASS publication “Milk Production” 
and the USDA-ERS publication: “Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry 
Outlook.”
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USDA Milk-Feed Price Ratio 

USDA reports that the milk-feed ratio for August was 
2.36, up from the milk-feed ratio from August 2009 
of 1.80. The current ratio of 2.36 means that a dairy 
producer can buy 2.36 pounds of feed for every 
pound of milk sold.  Whenever the ratio meets or 
exceeds 3.0, it is considered profi table to buy feed 
and produce milk. 

The corn price used to calculate the ratio in August 
was $3.65 per bushel; the price of baled alfalfa hay 
was $116 per ton; the price of soybeans was $10.10 
per bushel.  

The all-milk price used to calculate the ratio was 
$16.60 per hundredweight, up from $12.10 in 
August 2009.

CWT Continues to Export Cheese 

Cooperatives Working Together (CWT) reactivated the 
Export Assistance program on March 18, 2010. Since 
then, CWT has assisted members in making export 
sales of Cheddar, Monterey Jack, and Gouda cheese 
totaling 18,616 metric tons (41.0 million pounds) to 23 
countries on four continents. In addition, sales of butter 
and AMF totaling 11,237 metric tons (24.8 million 
pounds) have been made to nine countries on three 
continents.
 
The Export Assistance program was reactivated when 
economic analysis indicated that sizeable cheddar 
cheese inventories overhanging the market were 
hampering a recovery in producer milk prices. Assisting 
CWT members in exporting cheddar cheese will 
provide the most immediate way to positively impact 
producer milk prices.

Leprino Expands
Colorado Cheese Plant

Leprino Foods is expanding with a new mozzarella 
cheese plant in Colorado with the fi rst phase to 
open Fall 2011 and then the plant will triple in size 
by 2012. The plant and its 500 jobs are expected 
to produce a major economic uplift to northern 
Colorado.  The factory is projected to generate $15 
billion over 20 years in wages and direct and indirect 
spending. Colorado dairy farmers are expected to add, 
collectively, 80,000 new cows to their herds in coming 
years and double current milk production to supply 
the Greeley facility.

The new plant also will solidify Leprino Foods' 
foothold as a major producer of mozzarella - when 
the new plant reaches full capacity it will produce a 
staggering 2 billion pounds a year.

Leprino uses a combination of patented and closely 
guarded, proprietary cheesemaking processes that 
provide operational and economic advantages 
over competitors. Leprino's production methods 
can convert milk to frozen, shredded cheese in as 
little as fi ve hours. That allows Leprino to make 
quick adjustments with milk inventories and cheese 
production. Leprino also is a major producer of whey 
and lactose — cheese byproducts that are used as 
protein supplements and sweeteners.

MILC Start Dates

For producers participating in the Milk Income Loss 
Contract (MILC) program, October 1, 2010 marked the 
start of a new MILC payment period. Producers who 
wanted to change their payment start date were urged 
to visit their local FSA offi  ce prior to September 14, 
2010, to request the start date change. If no change 
was requested, the payment start date remains the 
same as it was for fi scal year 2010. 

Current projections for MILC payments suggest that 
there may be no payment until spring 2011. Months 
with no payments do not count against a producer’s 
cap, but if October is your start month and was not 
changed, payments will begin with the fi rst month 
for which there is a payment. Producers who decide 
to change their start date can do so as often as they 
like, as long as they do so before the 14th day of the 
month that precedes the month for which payments 
are requested.

Producers are reminded that any change to their 
dairy operation must be recorded on form CCC-580M, 
MILC Modifi cation and submitted to the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA). Changes not only include the requested 
start month, but also relocation of a dairy facility, 
changes in the business type, addition or deletion of 
partners, and any other changes that may aff ect how 
the IRS would look at the business structure of the 
operation. 

Further information is located online at 
www.fsa.usda.gov or by contacting a local FSA offi  ce.
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CDFA Dairy Marketing Branch
Assessment Fees Reinstated

The California Food and Agricultural Code (Code) 
authorizes the Secretary of Food and Agriculture 
to establish an assessment of Milk Stabilization 
Administrative Fees (Fees) on Grade A market milk and 
Grade B manufacturing milk sold in commercial trade 
channels to fund the operations of the Dairy Marketing 
Branch (DMB). The current rate of assessment for Grade 
A market milk is one and two tenths cents ($0.012) 
per cwt.: two thirds of which is assessed to producers 
at $0.008 per cwt. and one third to handlers at $0.004 
per cwt. The current rate of assessment for Grade B 
manufacturing milk is one and eight tenths cents 
($0.018) per cwt.: two thirds of which is assessed to 
producers at $0.012 per cwt. and one third to handlers 
at $0.006 per cwt.

At the October 2009 meeting of the Dairy Advisory 
Committee (DAC), the DMB provided projections of the 
cash balance in its Milk Stabilization Fund and reported 
that the Branch had a suffi  cient balance to suspend 
collecting the Fees until such time as the balance was 
drawn down to a three-month reserve. The DAC agreed 
and the Fees were suspended as of January 1, 2010. 

After careful monitoring and review of the cash balance 
of the Milk Stabilization Fund, it is projected that the 
Branch’s cash balance will soon reach the recommended 
three-month reserve level, therefore it is recommended 
that collection of the Fees be reinstated for milk 
produced on or after October 1, 2010. 

Anyone who desires a copy of the Order of the Secretary 
making eff ective this reinstatement may obtain one by 
contacting the Dairy Marketing Branch at 916-341-5988.

“Know a California Farmer” 
Website Launches 

KnowACaliforniaFarmer.com is an interactive Website for 
the general public.

At KnowACaliforniaFarmer.com, farmers and ranchers 
post personal photos, upload videos and write blogs. 
Visitors have the chance to learn what farmers do and 
how they do it. 

The website is continually updated and there is a link 
where a California farmer can tell their story.

Animal Well-Being 
Workshops in October

Free animal well-being educational workshops will 
be off ered in October. These workshops are designed 
to help dairy producers prepare for a national animal 
care and well-being program. The national Farmers 
Assuring Responsible Management (FARM) program 
has been endorsed by Dairy CARES. The California 
Dairy Quality Assurance Program (CDQAP) will conduct 
the educational workshops to discuss how the FARM 
program works, how to best prepare for an on-farm 
evaluation and what to expect during an evaluation.

There are two sets of workshops. 
•  The fi rst is Introduction to the Dairy FARM program 

and will provide an overview. 
•  The second workshop is Performance Monitoring 

of Animal Well-Being and will cover scoring for 
locomotion, hocks, body condition and hygiene. 

The workshops also off er practical information on 
animal care and employee training, and provide sample 
plans for euthanasia, handling of non-ambulatory 
animals, and other standard operating procedures.
The workshops are free of charge on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis and no reservations are required.

Workshop Dates/Locations

North Central Valley Workshops

Workshop 1 - Monday, October 4, 9:30am – 12:30pm
Workshop 2 - Monday, October 11, 9:30am – 12:30pm
Stanislaus County Ag Center (Harvest Hall),
3800 Cornucopia Way, Modesto

South Central Valley Workshops

Workshop 1 - Thursday, October 7, 1pm – 4pm
Workshop 2 - Thursday, October 14, 1pm – 4pm
Tulare County Ag Center Auditorium,
4437 S. Laspina Rd. , Tulare

North Coast Workshops

Workshop 1 - Wednesday, November 16, 1pm – 4pm
Workshop 2 - Thursday, November 17, 9:30am – 12:30pm
Humboldt County Fairgrounds, Arts Building
1250 Fifth Street, Ferndale
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San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District Regulations Changing

Permits Now Required for Smaller Farms with Emissions Greater
than 5 tons/yr of NOx or VOC
Recently, the District’s New Source Review Rule (Rule 2201) was changed, resulting in
a signifi cant drop to the major source threshold from 25 tons/yr of NOx and VOC
emissions to 10 tons/yr.  Agriculture facilities have been required to obtain Air permits
with emissions of half the major source threshold. The permit threshold for ag
sources is now 5 tons/yr for NOx and VOC. This change will require smaller farms to
now obtain a permit with the Air District. There are various sources of equipment that
contribute towards the 5 tons/yr of emissions such as stationary and portable irrigation
pump engines, emergency engines, boilers, gasoline tanks, Confi ned Animals
(cows, poultry, swine, etc), and various other operations and equipment. Mobile source 
emissions, such as tractors, harvesters, trucks, etc., are not counted towards the 5 tons/yr. 
The deadline to submit a permit application is December 10, 2010. Please see below to 
fi nd out if you should attend these workshops. The workshops are intended to assist you 
in determining your farm’s permit applicability and connect with funding opportunities 
to help you comply with these requirements. For additional assistance call the District’s 
Small Business Assistance line at (559) 230-5888.

Fresno County
Wed, Oct 13 • 9:30a to 12:30p
Wed, Oct 13 • 1:00p to 4:00p
Riverdale Memorial Hall
3085 W Mt Whitney, Riverdale

Tulare County
Tue, Oct 12 • 9:30a to 12:30p
Tue, Nov 9 • 9:30a to 12:30p
County Ag Center Auditorium
4437 S. Laspina, Tulare

Kings County
Wed, Oct 27 • 9:30a to 12:30p
Wed, Oct 27 • 1:00p to 4:00p
Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 North 10th Ave, Hanford

Kern County
Thu, Oct 28 • 9:30a to 12:30p
Thu, Oct 28 • 1:00p to 4:00p
Kern Agriculture Pavilion
3300 E Belle Terrace, Bakersfi eld

A.I.R. Quality Workshops
San Joaquin County
Tue, Oct 5 • 9:30a to 12:30p
Tue, Oct 5 • 1:00p to 4:00p
Thu, Nov 4 • 1:00p to 4:00p
Robert J. Cabral Ag Center
2101 E Earhart Ave, Stockton

Stanislaus County
Fri, Oct 15  •  9:30a to 12:30p
Fri, Oct 15 • 1:00p to 4:00p
Ag Center Harvest Hall
3800 Cornucopia Way, Modesto

Merced County 
Wed, Oct 6 • 9:30a to 12:30p
Wed, Oct 6 • 1:00p to 4:00p
Stevinson Pentecost Hall
2962 N Lander, Stevinson
Mon, Nov 1 • 9:30a to 12:30p
UCC Extension Classroom
2145 W Wardrobe Ave, Merced

You Should Attend A Workshop
If You Have
• Irrigation or emergency generator
  engines > 50 hp that are currently
  not permitted (or do not have a
  PEER*);
• Total combined horsepower rating
  of irrigation pump engines of
  greater than 250 hp;
• Dairies with greater than 175 milk
  cows

• Greater than 100 acres of contiguous
  cropland and have not applied
  for a Conservation Management
  Practice (CMP) Plan
• An interest in learning about grant
  funding to replace irrigation pump
  engines. For questions, please
  contact the District’s Emission
  Reduction Incentive Program
  (ERIP) hotline at (559) 230-5800.
*PEER - Permit Exempt Equipment Registration

Agriculture organizations throughout the San Joaquin Valley are joining together 
to provide this series of Agriculture AIR Quality workshops in an eff ort to help all ag 
producers meet the regulatory requirements for complying with District Permits
and the engine requirements under Rule 4702. This series of workshops are FREE and 
will provide valuable information and assistance to any ag producer. Experts from NRCS, 
the Air District and ag organizations will be available to answer questions and assist 
you with this process. Please RSVP with the local County Farm Bureau for the time and 
location of the workshop you will be attending. Space may be limited in some locations
so RSVP as soon as possible. RSVP to one of the following:
Fresno Co. Farm Bureau 559/237-0263   Modesto - (209) 557-6446
Kern Co. Farm Bureau 661/397-9635       Fresno - (559) 230-5888
Kings Co. Farm Bureau 559/584-3557     Bakersfi eld - (661) 392-5665
Air District Grant Program Hotline: (559) 230-5800

COME PREPARED by bringing the following
items to the workshops:
• Number of IC engines, the horsepower
  and year models of each engine
  and number of hours operated
  per year for each engine.
• List of other stationary equipment
  that emits air pollution
• Number and type of cattle of
  diff erent age groups

• Number, type, and size (height
  and width) of silage piles.
• Number of miles of unpaved
  roads and the dust control  
 treatments used on those 
 unpaved roads and equipment 
 yards.
• Number of acres grown per crop.



 Minimum Class Prices

Weekly Average 
Commodity Prices

California Hundredweight Prices
 Class  August September October

 1 No. Calif. $17.33 $17.15 $18.44
     So. Calif $17.60 $17.43 $18.71
 2 No. Calif. $15.87 $15.87 N/A  
     So. Calif. $16.10 $16.10 N/A
 3  $15.82 $15.82 N/A
 4a    $15.69       N/A      N/A
 4b   $14.39  N/A      N/A

California
Manufacturing

Plants

Dairy Market 
News

Grade AA 
Butter

Block Cheddar 
Cheese

Nonfat
Dry Milk

Western Dry 
Whey

8/13 $1.9045 $1.6180 $1.1211 $0.3788

8/20 $1.9730 $1.6310 $1.1411 $0.3738

8/27 $2.1545 $1.6690 $1.1257 $0.3725

9/3 $2.2140 $1.7110 $1.1101 $0.3725

9/10 $2.2238 $1.7263 $1.0851 $0.3725

9/17 $2.2225 $1.7350 $1.0872 $0.3725

9/24 $2.2255 $1.7470 $1.1000 $0.3725

Dollars per Pound

Week
Ending

Chicago Mercantile Exchange

Month Quota Overbase
July ‘09 $11.30 $  9.60
August $12.18 $10.48
September $12.74 $11.04
October $13.61 $11.91
November $14.83 $13.13
December $16.17 $14.47
January ‘10 $15.18 $13.48
February  $14.81 $13.11
March $14.11 $12.41
April $14.33 $12.63
May $14.65 $12.95
June $15.17 $13.47
July $15.94 $14.24
August $16.54 $14.84

Milk Production Cost Comparison Summary for California *

By Quarter, 2009-2010

Quota Transfer Summary

Quota Transfers July August Sepember

Number of Sellers   10 6   7
Pounds of SNF Quota
    Transferred 4,524 3,988 12,875
Average Price Per 
   Pound of SNF Quota $431 $434   $434   

Pool Prices

C A L I F O R N I A 

California Dairy Review California Dairy Review California Dairy ReviewCalifornia Dairy Review

2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010

1st Quarter
   Total Costs $22.38 $19.02 $16.63 $13.60 $16.63 $13.26 $15.35 $12.81 $16.67 $13.48

   Total Costs & Allowances* $24.77 $20.86 $18.23 $15.11 $18.58 $14.78 $17.29 $14.49 $18.51 $15.02

2nd Quarter
   Total Costs $18.30 $16.54 $15.30 $13.17 $15.46 $12.81 $14.06 $12.20 $15.37 $12.98

   Total Costs & Allowances* $20.34 $18.30 $17.08 $14.59 $17.22 $14.25 $15.54 $13.75 $17.12 $14.43

3rd Quarter
   Total Costs $17.35 $14.47 $14.68 $13.85 $14.62

   Total Costs & Allowances* $19.08 $16.01 $16.26 $15.21 $16.17

4th Quarter
   Total Costs $18.23 $14.09 $13.91 $13.46 $14.05

   Total Costs & Allowances* $20.11 $15.68 $15.50 $14.89 $15.63
*  Includes an allowance for management and a return on investment

North
Coast

South
Valley

Southern
California

Quarter

North
Valley

Statewide
Weighted Average

Dollars per Hundredweight
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Pioneering UC Davis Study 

Finds Little Dairy 

Antibiotics in Groundwater

University of California, Davis
News Release 

In the fi rst large study to track the fate of a wide 
range of antibiotics given to dairy cows, UC Davis 
scientists found that the drugs routinely end up on 
the ground and in manure lagoons, but are mostly 
broken down before they reach groundwater. 

The fi ndings should help alleviate longstanding 
fears that dairy farms, and the fi elds fertilized with 
their waste, might lead to large-scale groundwater 
contamination. 

“What we found is that antibiotics can frequently 
be found at the manure-aff ected surfaces of the 
dairy operation (such as corrals and manure fl ush 
lanes) but generally degrade in the top 12 inches of 
soil," said Thomas Harter, an expert on the eff ects of 
agriculture on groundwater quality and the Robert 
M. Hagan Chair for Water Management and Policy at 
UC Davis.   "A very small amount of certain antibiotics 
do travel into shallow groundwater. Our next task 
is to determine whether these particular antibiotics 
are further degraded before reaching domestic and 
public water-supply wells."

Harter said the study fi ndings should be particularly 
useful to groundwater users and providers, the 
dairy industry and policy makers. It provides the 
fi rst comprehensive data set to assess and compare 
potential local impacts to groundwater from the 
wide variety of antibiotics in use on freestall dairy 
farms. 

California is the largest U.S. producer of milk, with 1.8 
million milking cows. More than 90 percent of those 
are housed in "freestall" operations, where they are 
free to enter and leave resting cubicles, as opposed 
to being confi ned in stanchions or pens.

On typical California dairies, antibiotics are 
administered to young cows (calves and heifers, 
which are cows that have not had a calf ), and to non-
lactating adult cows, but are not given to lactating, or 
"milking," adult cows.

Health offi  cials are concerned that antibiotics 
could travel from cows' urine and feces into the 
groundwater that supplies drinking water to people 

and livestock. They might foster antibiotic resistance 
in disease-causing bacteria.  Harter said that the 
health eff ects of antibiotics in drinking water at the 
low levels he detected are not known. 

The new UC Davis study looked at two large freestall 
operations in the San Joaquin Valley, in a region with 
highly vulnerable groundwater due to its shallow 
depth and sandy soils. The two dairies had a total of 
more than 2,700 milking cows and 2,500 heifers. 

Soil and water samples were collected from: the 
ground surface under the animals; surfaces such as 
fl ush lanes, which carry waste; manure lagoons, where 
feces and urine are collected; farm fi elds where lagoon 
contents were spread for fertilizer; the fi rst 12 inches 
of soil immediately below the surface of various 
sections in the dairy operation; and from groundwater 
10 to 30 feet beneath the animal areas, adjacent to the 
lagoons, and beneath the manured fi elds. 

(The study did not test surface water, such as creeks. 
Dairies are not permitted to discharge waste-
containing runoff  to surface water.)

Harter and colleagues from UC Davis and the U.S. 
Geological Survey's Water Science Center in California 
conducted the fi eld work in 2006-2008, with analytical 
support from the U.S. Geological Survey Kansas. The 
research was funded with $568,000 from the CALFED 
Bay-Delta Authority Drinking Water Program, which is 
administered by the California State Water Resources 
Control Board, and $65,000 from the California 
Department of Food and Agriculture, using funds 
collected from dairy producers to support research 
and marketing. 

The study was published online recently by 
Environmental Science & Technology, a journal of the 
American Chemical Society.
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Milk Mailbox Prices in Dollars per Hundredweight
  December   Jan. ’10 February   March  April  May  June

$15.33 $14.12 $13.59 $12.81 $12.93 $13.25 $13.64
USDA  $16.37 $16.16 $15.97 $14.92 $14.51   $15.08   $15.39        

California mailbox price calculated by CDFA.
All federal milk market order weighted average, as calculated by USDA.

  
California

1

1

2

2

Milk Mailbox Prices for June 2010

California

$13.64

Northwest
States

$15.05

New Mexico
$13.82

Western
Texas
$14.69

Corn Belt States
$15.06

Minnesota

$14.52
Wisconsin

$14.78

Illinois

$15.34

Michigan

Ohio
$16.27

Appalachian States

$17.41

Florida

  $18.31

Southeast States
$17.52

$15.50

So. Mo$15.65

Iowa
$15.51

New
England

States
$16.86

Western
Pennsylvania
$16.20

New York
$15.70

Eastern
Pennsylvania
$16.32

$16.14Indiana

In June 2010, mailbox milk prices for selected reporting areas in Federal milk orders averaged $15.39 per cwt., up $0.31 from 
the previous month average, but up $4.12 from June 2009. The component tests of producer milk in June 2010 were: butterfat, 
3.52%; protein, 2.96%; and other solids, 5.75%. On an individual reporting area basis, mailbox prices increased in all Federal 
milk order reporting areas except Western Pennsylvania and Michigan where mailbox prices remained unchanged. Mailbox 
prices ranged from $17.52 in Florida to $13.82 in New Mexico.
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CDFA Secretary A.G. Kawamura announced the retirement of California State 
Veterinarian Dr. Richard Breitmeyer eff ective September 30, after 26 years at CDFA.  
“Dr. Breitmeyer leaves state service as one of the most respected animal health 
authorities in the nation,” said Secretary Kawamura.  “His leadership in public policy 
is highly valued by governments and veterinary organizations alike. I want to thank 
him for his tireless commitment to public service. We owe him a monumental debt of 
gratitude.”

Dr. Breitmeyer joined CDFA in 1984 as a veterinary medical offi  cer and has served 
as state veterinarian since 1993, under three governors. In that role, Dr. Breitmeyer 
served at the executive level as California’s state, national and international 
representative on all animal health issues aff ecting California and the nation, and was 
the principal advisor to the agriculture secretary for all food safety and animal health 
issues aff ecting California. Among Dr. Breitmeyer’s national leadership positions is a 
current term as president of the United States Animal Health Association. 

 Eff ective immediately, Secretary Kawamura has named Dr. Annette Whiteford to 
replace Dr. Breitmeyer as state veterinarian.  Dr. Whiteford has been with CDFA since 
2001 and has served as director of the division of Animal Health and Food Safety 
Services since 2004. In 2002/2003, she served as area and incident commander for 
California’s successful fi ght to eradicate exotic Newcastle disease. The response 
involved multiple local, state and federal agencies with up-to 1,500 people on the 
ground at one time. Dr. Whiteford will assume the duties of state veterinarian while 
retaining the director position. 

 Dr. Whiteford received her veterinary degree in 1998 from UC Davis and spent 
3 years in private practice before joining the Department. She also spent 8 years 
working for business fi rms in the private sector before choosing to enter veterinary 
school.  “Dr. Whiteford has more than demonstrated that she has the talent and 
experience to excel as State Veterinarian,” said Secretary Kawamura. “I look forward to 
working with her and have confi dence that she will distinguish herself in the position 
for many years to come.”     




