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C A L I F O R N I A

The California Dairy Information Bulletin   (ISSN-0892-4406) is published monthly as a 
cooperative effort of the California Department of Food and Agriculture Dairy Marketing 
and Milk Pooling Branches, and the USDA/NASS California Agricultural Statistics 
Service. In accordance with the California Government Code and ADA requirements, 
this publication can be made available in an alternative format by contacting the Dairy 
Marketing Branch at (916) 900-5014, by email at dairy@cdfa.ca.gov, or contacting 
TDD 1-800-735-0193.

The Dairy Statistics Unit appreciates the cooperation of all dairy processors by fi ling 
monthly statistical reports with our offi ce. These reports are carefully reviewed in an 
attempt to identify and correct any errors in reporting. All data is received directly from 
either California dairy processors or federal Milk Market Administrator offi ces in regions 
neighboring California. While data is submitted from reliable sources, no representation 
is made as to the complete accuracy of the data reported. Data is published subject to 
errors, revisions, or withdrawals without notice. 

California Milk Production Cost Comparison, by Region
4th Quarter and Yearly Average, 2010-2011

Milk Pricing Information:
Within California 1-800-503-3490

Outside California 1-916-442-MILK

Dairy Marketing Branch:
1220 N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Phone (916) 900-5014; Fax (916) 900-5341
Website: www.cdfa.ca.gov/dairy

Email: dairy@cdfa.ca.gov

2010 2011 2010 2011 2010 2011 2010 2011 2010 2011

4th Quarter
   Total Costs $19.15 $22.94 $14.83 $17.02 $14.71 $16.84 $14.06 $16.60 $14.81 $17.02

   Total Costs & Allowances* $21.00 $24.89 $16.33 $18.54 $16.24 $18.45 $15.65 $18.24 $16.34 $18.60

Yearly Average (All Twelve Months)
   Total Costs $17.80 $20.41 $13.86 $15.74 $13.57 $15.71 $12.88 $15.67 $13.70 $15.79

   Total Costs & Allowances* $19.60 $22.33 $15.32 $17.31 $15.07 $17.34 $14.48 $17.36 $15.19 $17.40
*  Includes an allowance for management and a return on investment
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The California Department of Food and Agriculture 
(Department) has called a consolidated public hearing to 
consider amendments to the Stabilization and Marketing 
Plans for Market Milk for the Northern California and 
Southern California Marketing Areas (Plans).  The 
hearing will be held on May 31 and June 1, 2012 in the 
Department Auditorium, 1220 N Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814. The hearing will begin both days at 9:00 a.m. The 
hearing on the second day will close once all testimony 
has been received.  

On March 2, 2012, the Department received two separate 
petitions requesting a public hearing to consider 
amendments to the Plans. The fi rst petition was received 
by a group of producer organizations which includes 
California Dairies, Inc., Dairy Farmers of America – Western 
Area Council, Land O’Lakes, Inc., Security Milk Producers 
Association, Milk Producers Council, California Dairy 
Campaign, and Alliance of Western Milk Producers 
(collectively the “Coalition”). The second petition was 

Department Calls Class 4b Whey Valuation Hearing

received from Western United Dairymen (WUD). The 
two petitions propose changes to the whey valuation 
in the Class 4b pricing formula. The hearing will 
consider the Coalition and WUD proposed changes 
to the whey factor in the Class 4b pricing formula and 
any other whey valuation changes that are raised by 
alternative proposals received in the time and format 
specifi ed. 

Following the call of the hearing, the Department 
received a request from California Dairies Inc. to 
expand the call of the hearing to include the Class 4a 
pricing formula. The Department denied this request, 
therefore, the May 31 and June 1, 2012 hearing will 
only consider changes to the whey factor in the Class 
4b pricing formula.

All interested parties are entitled to submit alternative 
proposals detailing alternative adjustments in the 
whey valuation of the Class 4b pricing formula. 

Alternative proposals must be signed by a responsible 
party and received by the Department’s Dairy Marketing 
Branch no later than 4:00 p.m. on May 1, 2012.  The Dairy 
Marketing Branch’s offi  ce location is the 2800 Gateway 
Oaks Drive, Sacramento, CA 95833. The Department 
strongly encourages all alternative proposals to be sent 
electronically via email to dairy@cdfa.ca.gov or faxed to 
(916) 900-5341.  Alternative proposals may be mailed to 
Hearing Offi  cer, c/o CDFA Dairy Marketing Branch, 1220 
N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814, but fi ve (5) business 
days in addition to normal mailing times should be 
allotted if mailed.

Interested parties who wish to introduce testimony 
and/or exhibits shall provide the Hearing Offi  cer at the 
hearing seven (7) copies of such documents for the 
offi  cial record, as well as one copy for the court reporter.  
From the time that a pre-hearing workshop is held 
until the issuance of a fi nal decision in a proceeding, 
Department employees involved in the decision-making 
process are prohibited from discussing the merits of the 
hearing issues with any person having an interest in the 
proceeding.  

A public workshop will be held on Tuesday, May 15, 
2012 in the Department Auditorium, 1220 N Street, 
Sacramento, CA 95814 beginning at 9:00 a.m.  At this 
workshop, interested persons can review and discuss 
all proposals submitted with Department staff  and 

other interested parties.  The Department will supply 
background and limited analysis of the petitions and only 
those alternative proposals submitted by the May 1st 
deadline.  The workshop will be informal and educational 
in nature.  Discussion during the workshop will not 
be part of the offi  cial hearing record and shall not be 
considered in rendering a decision.

The Department’s entire hearing exhibit for this hearing 
will be available for public inspection at the Dairy 
Marketing Branch offi  ce on May 24, 2012.
 
A copy of the petitions can be obtained by accessing the 
Department’s web site at www.cdfa.ca.gov/dairy or by 
contacting the Dairy Marketing Branch at (916) 900-5014. 
The website information can be accessed from the dairy 
home page, by clicking on Hearing Matrix, then go to 
Current Hearings; and click on Class 4b Whey Valuation 
Hearing – May 31 and June 1, 2012.

If any interested party has questions regarding the call of 
this hearing please contact Hyrum Eastman or Candace 
Gates at (916) 900-5014.

All interested persons are invited to attend and participate 
in both the public workshop and the hearing.  Interested 
parties are encouraged to present any data or information 
that is relevant to the consideration of the issues raised in 
the call of this hearing.
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