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C A L I F O R N I A

2008 Total Cheese & Grade AA Butter Production, 
by California Plants . . .
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Cheese Production by California Plants, 2008

Grade AA Butter Production by California Plants, 2008

•  In 2008, California’s 57 cheese 
plants produced 2.11 billion 
pounds of cheese

•  Of the 57 plants, only 13 plants 
made a commercial whey 
product, however, those 13 
plants accounted for 85% of the 
total cheese production

•  In 2008, Mozzarella, Cheddar, 
and Jack cheeses accounted 
for 42.5%, 17.8%, and 13.8%, 
respectively, of the total cheese 
production

•  In 2008, California’s 16 
butter plants produced 555 
million pounds of butter

•  In 2008, salted, unsalted 
and all other types of butter 
accounted for 67.3%, 32.4%, 
and 0.3%, respectively, of 
the total butter production
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The 9 largest plants all made 
a commercial whey product 
as well as 80% of total cheese

The 40 smallest plants produced 
only 4% of the total cheese

The 4 largest plants produced 
86% of the total butter

The 10 smallest plants produced 
only 4% of the total butter


