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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 
 

Location: Mendota High School Cafeteria  Contact: Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1282 Belmont Ave.  Phone: (916) 654-0462 
 Mendota, CA 93640 
  

MEETING MINUTES FOR JUNE 24, 2009 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER 

(a)  The meeting was called to order Wednesday, June 24, 2009, at approximately 10:20 a.m.  
Marvin Meyers, Board Member of State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by Marvin Meyers. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Marvin Meyers  Michael Darnell  Craig McNamara 
Ashley Boren   Karen Ross    Donald Valpredo 
Thomas Deardorff II      David Wehner   Adan Ortega, Jr.   
Kerry Tucker   Luawanna Hallstrom 
   
Absent: 
Al Montna   Daniel Dooley   Arlan Van Leeuwen 
Donald Bransford    
             

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May 27, 2009 
 

MOTION: Board member Karen Ross moved to approve the minutes of the May 27, 2009 meeting.  
Board member Ashley Boren seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 

Secretary Kawamura provided a departmental update to the Board. Topics included: the statewide 
drought and the need for a reliable water supply. 
 

(5) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD 
The Board heard from four speakers regarding the impact of the statewide drought. 
Speakers included: 
 The Honorable Robert Silva, Mayor of the City of Mendota 
 The Honorable Phil Larson, Fresno County Board of Supervisors  
 The Honorable Elizabeth Eagan, Fresno County District Attorney 
 Jose Antonio Ramirez, City Manger, City of Firebaugh 

 
Presentations concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(6) CALIFORNIA DROUGHT UPDATE 
The Board heard from two speakers regarding the status of California’s drought and governmental 
action.  
Speakers included: 
 Wendy H. Martin, California Department of Water Resources 
 Robert Gore, Governor’s Office 

 
 The update concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 
(7) PANEL DISCUSSION 

The Board conducted a panel discussion focusing on the impacts of the statewide drought on 
farming operations. 
Speakers included: 
 Mario Santoyo, California Latino Water Coalition 
 Shawn Coburn, Coburn Ranch 
 Bob Diedrich, Farmer 

 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(8) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD 

The Board heard from two speakers regarding the status of water conveyance and agricultural 
irrigation. 
Speakers included: 
 Thaddeus L. Bettner, Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District 
 Dan Nelson, San Luis & Delta Mendota Water Authority 

 
The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(9) PANEL DISCUSSUION 
The Board conducted a panel discussion focusing on drought updates and reporting by the County 
Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers. 
Speaker included: 
 Thomas Nyberg, Fresno County Deputy Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer 
 Ruben Arroyo, Kern County Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer 
 Tim Niswander, Kings County Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer 

 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.  
 

(10) OTHER BUSINESS 
Board member Karen Ross requested that the Board entertain a motion to send a letter to Secretary 
Salazar, U.S. Department of the Interior and Secretary Vilsack, U.S. Department of Agriculture, on 
the impact of the drought on California’s communities.   
 
MOTION: Board member Karen Ross moved to have the Board’s Water Committee develop and 
send a letter to Secretary Salazar and Secretary Vilsack concerning the statewide drought and social 
impacts. Board member Craig McNamara seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the 
motion.  
 
Board member Karen Ross further requested that the Board entertain a motion to discuss CDFA’s 
budget at the July 22, 2009 meeting of the CA State Board of Food and Agriculture.  
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MOTION: Board member Karen Ross moved that CDFA’s budget be placed on the agenda for 
July 22, 2009 meeting. Board member Ashley Boren seconded the motion and a unanimous vote 
carried the motion. 
 

(11) COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
The Board received the following public comments: 
 
Edmer Archila, a student representing the youth of Mendota, informed the Board that as a result of 
increased unemployment (40 percent), parents are relying more on children to provide income to 
support the family. Children are missing school to help put food on the table. 

  
(12) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:25p.m.  


