
False Dark Mussel
(Mytilopsis leucophaeata)

Mussels Mussels -- BivalviaBivalvia

Native to the Gulf of Mexico, introduced to E United States. 

Field ID: Small bivalve mollusks, adults 10-25 mm long; rugose dark 
brown shell with fine to medium rough concentric lines in adults, 
cream colored and with zig zag patterns in young specimens Shellcream-colored and with zig-zag patterns in young specimens. Shell 
shape incurved with anterior side depressed and hinge margin 
excavated. Interior of the shell with an anterior shelf plate, or 
myophore, with an apophysis, a small triangular tooth that serves as 
attachment point for anterior retractor muscles, which is absent many 
i il l ki l i l di th Z b lsimilar-looking mussels including the Zebra mussel. 

lateral view

Habitat: Attached to hard substrates in brackish habitats. 

anterior apophysis no apophysis
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