
Quagga mussel
(Dreissena rostriformis bugensis)

Mussels Mussels -- BivalviaBivalvia

Native to Ukraine, in the US introduced in the Great Lakes basin, Lake 
Mead in NV, and Lake Havasu and Lake Mohave on the CA/AZ 
border. 

Field ID: Small bivalves adults 20 40 mm long; color patterns variableField ID: Small bivalves, adults 20-40 mm long; color patterns variable 
with black, cream or white bands, usually with dark concentric rings on 
shell and paler in color near the hinge. Valves asymmetrical when 
viewed from the front or from the underside (no straight mid-ventral 
line), and ventral side convex (if a quagga mussel is placed on its 

entral side it ill topple o er hereas a ebra m ssel ill not)ventral side it will topple over, whereas a zebra mussel will not).

Habitat: Freshwater lakes and reservoirs; spread of this species across 
North American waters can occur by larval drift in river systems or 
fishing and boating activities that allow for overland transport or 
movement between water basins.movement between water basins. 

lateral view lateral view

convex ventral surface and rounded shape

ventral viewlateral view
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asymmetrical valves, medial line not straight
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