
Zebra Mussel
(Dreissena polymorpha)

Mussels Mussels -- BivalviaBivalvia

Native to the Black, Caspian, and Azov Seas, introduced in the Great 
Lakes basin, and all large navigable rivers in E United States. At 
present known from a single locality in CA, in San Benito County.

Field ID: Small bivalve mollusks, adults 10-40 mm long; color patterns 
usually striped with black, cream or white bands, although sometimes 
shells are only dark or light colored with no stripes. Valves symmetrical 
when viewed from the front or from the ventral side (with a straight mid-
ventral line), triangular in shape, and with flat ventral side (if a zebra 
mussel is placed on its underside it will not topple over).

Habitat: Freshwater lakes and reservoirs; spread of this species across 
North American waters can occur by larval drift in river systems or 
fishing and boating activities that allow for overland transport or 
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movement between water basins. 
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