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“The Farm Bill Drove Me Insane” 
America’s top nutrition thinker tried to unpack the most 

important food law. It was a mistake. 
 
 

-- Marion Nestle 
Food politics and policy professor 

New York University 
 

March 17, 2016 
Politico.com  
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Federal Agricultural Milestones 

Lessons Learned 

CFBF’s Role in the Farm Bill 

2018 Farm Bill 

• Title by Title Review 

• Ideas 
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Milestones in Federal Agricultural Policy 
 

Creation of the USDA & the Farm Bill 

Department of Agriculture  Farm Bill 

• (1820 & 1825: Creation of congressional 
agriculture committees) 

• 1862: Created by President Abraham 
Lincoln as “the people’s department” 

• 1889: President Grover Cleveland made 
USDA cabinet level  
 

• First official “farm bill” enacted in 1933 
• 1933 bill corrected a 1929 bill the 

incentivized production 
• 1929 evolved from a 1923 ag federal 

loan bill 
• July 17, 1916: Federal Farm Loan Act 
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CFBF Role in Farm Bill 
• General farm organization 
• Grassroots structure 
• Focus on the broad issues, threats, under-represented 
• 2008: Supported specialty crop title 
• 2014: Supported – EQIP air quality funding; specialty crop 

title; FSMA economic and scientific analysis 
• 2014: Opposed – egg interstate language 



Farm Bill Lessons Learned 
• Power of Public Sentiment 

• Direct Payments (1996 – 2014) 
• Means testing (2008 – 2014) 
• Risk Management subsidies (2007 – 2014) 

 
 

• Power of Effective Advocacy 
• Specialty Crops title (2008 – 2014) 
• The California “sleeping giant” 

 



Farm Bill 

Title by Title Review 

Title CFBF Position 

I: Commodities Neutral unless asked Avoid budget gimmicks similar to 2008 disaster 
funding that expired in 2011 

II: Conservation EQIP, CIG air quality 

III: Trade Preserve MAP, increase funding Preserve Technical Assistance for Specialty Crops 
(TASC) 

IV: Nutrition Neutral on SNAP Open the fresh fruit & vegetable snack program 
to frozen? 

V: Credit Support and enhance Beginning Farmer and 
Rancher programs 

Support California Agricultural Mediation 
Program (CALAMP) 

VI: Rural Development Value-added product market development 
grants 
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Farm Bill 

Title by Title Review 

Title CFBF Position 

VII: Research Specialty Crop Research Initiative (SCRI) funding 
doubled to $80m 

National Institute for Food and Agriculture (NIFA) 
has been a success 

VIII: Forestry 

IX: Energy 

X: Horticulture Preserve Specialty Crop Block Grant Plant Pest and disease management; separate 
from National Clean Plant Network? 

XI: Crop Insurance Support continuation Whole Farm Revenue 
Protection Program Oppose means testing 

XII: Miscellaneous FSMA scientific and economic analysis 
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Title XI: Crop Insurance – the new 
safety net 
• Farmers don’t think about it until there is a loss 
• Subsidy or discount? 

• When farmers sign up, they get a bill, not a check 
 • Means testing: Beware of unintended consequences 

• Whole Farm pilot – a move in the right direction 
• Agents: Gave up 50% of commissions in 2011; paid a year 

after sale 
• RMA error rate down to 2%; preserve RMA as lead agency 
• Every farmer eligible, regardless of size or location 
• Prevented planting provisions due to lack of surface and 

groundwater 
 



Closing Thoughts 

• Major strides made for California in last decade 
• California farmers and ranchers benefit from every Farm 

Bill title 
• 2018 Farm Bill will be marked by strong opposition from all 

sides 
• The Heritage Foundation priority: free market; proposal due in 

August/September 
• Environmental Working Group will continue means testing 

argument 
• SNAP divorce 
• Unforeseeable political/budget events 

• California agriculture unites 
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