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The Big Picture 

“We are losing our ability to feed ourselves in 
CA.. And the public doesn’t understand why 
its important” 

 
“There is a growing disconnect between farmers 

and consumers” 
 

 
 

 
 



The Big Picture 

 
“Ag as we know it is simply unsustainable…The 

way we farm and produce our food can no 
longer be allowed to degrade the natural 
environment. We have to overcome this 

because it is not sustainable.” 
 



Ag Vision 

• Land loss 
• Regulation 
• Water 
• Climate change 
• Regional markets 
• Research 

 

• Labor 
• Invasive species 
• Stewardship 
• Renewable energy 
• Next generation  
• Access 
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The Big Picture 

• Agricultural trade will be redefined 
 
• “Missing” middle class will emerge 
 
• Counting calories 

– 8 crops/ 90 percent of calories 
• wheat and rice 

 
 



California Agricultural Exports 

2000  
1) Canada 
2) Japan  
3) EU 
4) Mexico 
5) South Korea 

2010 
1. Canada 
2. EU 
3. JAPAN 
4. China 
5. Mexico 
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• Labor 
• Invasive species 
• Stewardship 
• Renewable energy 
• Next generation  
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Ag Vision 

• Land loss 
– 55,000 acres a year 
 

• Water 
– 50% more water to meet food demands 
 

• Climate change 
– Policy/impact 

 
 



Ag Vision 

• Research 
– Irrigation, yields, GMO, etc. 
 

• Regulation 
- “augment local production rather than 

undermine it.” 



California  

• Agricultural Cooperators 
– 17 groups, $32 million 
 

• Marketing & Nutrition 
 
• Trade Barriers 

– Phytosanitary, tariffs,  and market access 
– Non-tariff barriers 
 



Opportunities 

• Marketing 
– Collaboration/partnership  
 

• Advocacy 
–  Federal level 
 

• Participation 
 

 



 
• Informational Services 
 
• Promotional Opportunities 
 
• Financial Assistance 
 
• Strategic Partnerships 
 

 
 

Individual Farmer 



State Board 

 
“It is in the public’s best interest to assist  

California agriculture in market development 
for agricultural products and to expand world 
trade in the products to maximize growth of 
the state’s economy.” –Food & Agriculture 

Code, Section 58552 (b) 2 
 

 
 
 



State Board 

• Engagement 
– Trade forum/advocacy/bigger picture 
 

• Advisory Role 
– State/federal 
 

• Funding 
– Specialty Block Grant Program 
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