Merced Irrigation District

A Single Delta Tributary Agency Perspective —
Merced River



The MID Community Sentiment

* Being responsible for what we can control in
MID and on the Merced River

* Being targeted for salmon life cycle stressors
our community did not create all the way to

the Pacific Ocean



Being Responsible

Water Management
®* AB 3616, SBX7-7 — Reporting on
Reasonable/Beneficial Use of Sr. Water Rights
®* Advanced Conjunctive Water Management

Fishery Management
®* Min Fishery Flows in Merced River since 1967

®* Vernalis Adaptive Management Plan (VAMP)
®* Spring and Fall Pulse Flows since 1999

* Merced River Salmon Hatchery
* 100% Fish Tagging — norm is 25%

® Private Trout Hatchery
®* MID Land and Merced River Water



Being Targeted — Stressors
Outside of MID Control

* Predators (Striped Bass) — from the Delta to
the Tribs

Invasive Aquatic Weeds/Clams/Mussels

* Ammonia Pollution from Water Treatment

Plants
* Mining of Rivers
* Unscreened River and Delta Pumping



Being Targeted — Cont’d

* Loss of Delta Wetlands Habitat to

Accommodate Delta Farming

* Stockton Deep Water Ship Channel

* Flood Levees Stripped Away Habitat

* Unnatural Channeling of Delta Outflows
* Ocean Conditions

* Ocean Salmon Harvest Numbers



Reality

* We Live In An Altered Environment
* We Can’t Undo It All
* We Can All Contribute In Part For Success



.

.

.

Old Approach is Not Working

Salmon Must Improve
® Our Futures Depend On It

We Want Salmon Improvement
®* Flow is PART of the Solution
®* Tributary Habitat is PART of the Solution

Salmon Require Assistance in Every Life Cycle Stage
®* Multiple Agencies Control Different Factors

No Coordination for REAL Population Improvement

Creates Self Interest Warfare not Cooperation
®* Farmers vs Farmers vs Fish vs Fisherman



No Coordinated Resource
Management Plan

®* Piecemeal Contradictory Approach Not Working
* Agency Approach

®* More Water = More Fish

®* Science Says Otherwise



One Potential Solution

* Agency Accountability
®* Salmon Life Cycle Stressor Management Plans
* Reporting for Environmental Water Use/Benefits



REAL Salmon Management Plans

* Life Cycle Stressor Best Management Practices

® Invasive Non-Native Predator
Control/Suppression/Elimination

®* Improve Outmigration Survival

®* Pollution Elimination

* Science Based Flows for Function/Results
* Stop lllegal Diversions

* Screening Diversions

* Restore Spawning/Rearing Habitat

* Hatchery Efficiency

®* Harvest Management



Agency Accountability

Resource Use Including Water
Life Cycle Stressor Improvements

Agency Coordination/Cooperation
®* Or Lack Thereof

Reporting Results on Stressor Improvement
®* Lack of Results Improving Each Stressor — Why?
* Corrective Action Plans

* The Corrective Action Plan Can’t Only be More
Water!



Agencies Involved

* Nat’l Marine Fisheries Service
* US Fish & Wildlife

* Ca Fish & Wildlife

* SWRCB

* US Bureau of Reclamation

* Department of Water Resources



Questions?
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