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San Joaquin County 
Presents 

 AgVenture 
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WHAT IS AGVENTURE? 
• A field trip for the County’s 3rd grade 

students featuring various entities of 
agriculture. 

• At AgVenture -students learn about local 
agriculture from farmers and others in the 
agricultural industry. 

• There are 3 AgVenture events at separate 
locations. 

• Over 1000 volunteers participate in the 
three events. 3 



AGVENTURE EVENTS 

South County 
– When: October 12, 2011 
– Where: Manteca School Farm 
– Who: 4,100 students from 

Manteca, Tracy, New 
Jerusalem, Escalon, Jefferson, 
Ripon, Ripon Christian, St. 
Anthony’s, St. Bernard’s, and 
Banta schools. 

 

Central County 
– When: January 25, 2012 
– Where: Stockton Fairgrounds 
– Who: 3,800 students from 

Stockton and Lincoln schools 
 

North County 
– When: March 7, 2012 
– Where:  Lodi Grape Festival 
– Who: 3,200 students from 

Lodi, Linden, New Hope, Oak 
View, and St. Anne schools. 
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A WALK THROUGH AGVENTURE 
• Upon arrival each class is greeted and given 

instructions on their day 
• Classes begin with 4 - ten minute formal 

presentations on specialty crops and 
nutrition 

• After presentations, teachers guide students 
to visit over 80 displays on Agriculture 

• After a 2 ¼ hour AgVenture experience the 
class returns to their bus. 
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GOING ON AN AGVENTURE 
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The AgVenture program pays for bus 
service 

For some schools, AgVenture is their 
only field trip for the year because the 
schools cannot pay for bussing 



THE AGVENTURE BEGINS! 
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Production 

• The students listen to 2 
ten minute 
presentations on the 
production and 
processing of a 
commodity like grapes, 
cherries and almonds. 

8 

Taste testing as well! 



PRESENTATIONS - CROPS 
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Processing 
The students then learn how the commodity is 

harvested.  The students learn about the different 
products that are made from the commodity. 
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PRESENTATION 
PROCESSING 
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Soil & Water 
Students  receive a 10 minute 

presentation on base resources , 
soil and water.  The USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 

provides volunteers and who also 
train FFA Students to educate on 

these resources. 
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http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS398US399&biw=1600&bih=691&tbm=isch&tbnid=0ryB3R95M5d-jM:&imgrefurl=http://www.quora.com/Food/What-are-the-nutritional-benefits-of-corn&docid=Hzjxvvjx1VrCLM&imgurl=http://qph.cf.quoracdn.net/main-qimg-8d633fa837f16c66a1ffe8090bed1c46&w=485&h=321&ei=yK5pUK_iNKHQiwLuwoCIAg&zoom=1


Corn Presentation 

• The volunteer conveys that San Joaquin 
County is the #1 producer of corn in California 

• Students are asked to name things which 
come from corn which can be eaten 

• Next they name products made from corn 
which cannot be eaten such as gasoline. 

• The students learn about the basic needs for 
corn growth. 
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PRESENTATION 
SOILS & WATER 
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Nitrogen- helps leafy growth and gives  
Plants dark green color 
 
Phosphorous- helps flowers and seeds form 
 
Potassium- helps root growth and protects 
from disease 



Nutrition 
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Students learn about the 
food pyramid, and healthy 
choices for a healthy life.  
Local health professional 

volunteers teach  this 
component. 



Nutrition Presentation 
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The volunteer briefly explains the 5 food groups for which each individual colored 
band represents (grain group, vegetable group, fruit group, dairy group, and meat 
group including nuts, fish, and eggs) and point examples of foods from each group 

that is shown on a poster.  The yellow band represents added fats and oil and though 
we need them in our diet in small quantity they aren’t considered a food group.  

 
The emphasis is on the importance of eating a variety of foods from each of these 

food groups, eating a minimum of 5 fruits and vegetables, choosing whole grains, and 
low-fat or fat –free dairy products.   

 
Because this is a San Joaquin County event the volunteer highlights that asparagus, 
tomatoes, cherries, grapes, walnuts and dairy are all crops common to our county.  

 
Eating a variety of foods from each food group helps our bodies to receive the 

nutrients we need to keep us healthy and every day we need to eat foods from all 
food groups. 



PRESENTATION 
NUTRITION 
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DISPLAYS - CROPS 



DISPLAYS - EQUIPMENT 
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DISPLAYS - ANIMALS 
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DISPLAYS  

They learn about honey  
and watching a live  
beehive. 



Exercise 
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One of the many displays includes an exercise component. At each AgVenture 
 we encourage our students to exercise more and instill in them the wisdom  
of good nutrition and a healthy lifestyle will yield years of dividends 
 in these young people’s lives. 



BONNIE PLANTS 
SCHOLARSHIP 

AWARD  
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• Bonnie Plants has 
supported AgVenture 
from its beginning. 

• In each state, they 
sponsor a $1,000 
scholarship for a 3rd 
grade student who 
grows the largest 
cabbage plant. 

• Every student 
attending AgVenture 
receives a cabbage 
plant to compete in 
the scholarship. THANK YOU BONNIE PLANTS! 



 BACK ON THE BUS 
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Where they have a better 
Idea where their food 
comes from! 



THE DAY DOES NOT END UNTIL THE 
VOLUNTEERS HAVE LUNCH! 

25 



• Provide all San Joaquin County third graders 
the opportunity to learn about San Joaquin 
County specialty crops, nutrition in relation to 
healthy living, and the importance of 
agriculture’s role in history and economics 
through three free field trips, maintained at 
the level for the 2011-2012 school year, as 
measured by the number of offered field days. 

• This goal has been met. 
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Goal 1 



Goal 2 

• Participating students will increase their 
knowledge of San Joaquin County speciality 
crops and nutrition in relation to healthy living 
by an increase of 10% as measured by 
pre/post field days tests. 
 

• This goal has been met. 
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Goal 3 

• Participating students will increase their 
knowledge of the importance of agriculture’s 
role in history and the local economy by an 
increase of 10% as measured by pre/post 
tests. 

• This goal has been met. 
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Goal 4 

• AgVenture will create an ongoing field trip 
program which is a partnership between the 
agriculture industry, San Joaquin County, and 
County school districts by increasing the level 
of support from the current level of 1,000 
volunteers to recruiting at least 375 
volunteers per AgVenture field day for 
presentations and program operations and 
create a partner database. 

• This goal has been met. 
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San Joaquin AgVenture  

 
 

• Was able to accomplish all goals and 
outcomes during the grant period.  The 

program partners have contributed to the 
success of the program.   
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• San Joaquin County:Oversees the program, 
volunteer support, and provided $25,000 in 
financial support. 

• San Joaquin Farm Bureau Foundation: 
Provides lunch for volunteers at all three field 
days and volunteer support. 

• U.C. Cooperative Extension: Provides data 
analysis of pre/post tests, curriculum 
assistance and volunteer support. 
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AgVenture Partners 



AgVenture Partners 

• Natural Resources Conservation Service: 
Provides volunteer support and training for 
presentations. 

• Cailfornia Women for Agriculture: Provides 
volunteer support and breakfast refreshment 
for all volunteers. 

• San Joaquin Office of Education: Provides 
grant and proposal development assistance 
and volunteer support. 
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AGVENTURE COMMITTEE 

• Scott Hudson- San Joaquin County Ag. Comm. 
• Gary Stockel- San Joaquin  County Ag. Comm. Off. 
• Janet Dyk – AgVenture Coordinator 
• Anna Martin – UC Cooperative Extension 
• Marci Souza – UC Cooperative Extension 
• Kory Campbell– San Joaquin Farm Bureau 
• Karen Cultrera - California Women for Agriculture 
• Cheri Wells – USDA Natural Resources 

Conservation Service 
• Molly Watkins-Committee Member 33 



Thank you! 
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From 

San Joaquin County 
 AgVenture 
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