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Central Valley Regional 
Water Quality Control Board 

Irrigated Lands 
Regulatory Program 
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Nine Regional Water Boards 

 Implement State and 
federal water quality 
laws based on region 
specific conditions 

 Regulate discharges of 
waste 
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Porter-Cologne  
Water Quality Control Act 

 Applies to: 
 “waters of the state” – any surface water 

or groundwater 
discharges of waste to waters of the 

state 
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Future Focus - High Nitrate Levels  

Nitrates above the maximum 
contaminant level of 10 mg/L NO3-N  
(nitrate-nitrogen) can impact infants 
and pregnant women 
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Known Nitrate Sources (Regional) 

 Irrigated agriculture 

 Dairies* 

Municipal*, septic* 

 Food processors* 

Other 

? 
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Nitrates and Groundwater 

 Pollution pathways for nitrates and 
pesticides are similar 

 Nitrates/water soluble pesticides leach 
through soil to groundwater 

 Nitrates/pesticides can be in surface runoff 
to unprotected/improperly sealed wells or 
other conduits to groundwater 
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Preliminary Assessment 
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Long-term Irrigated  
Lands Program-Coalitions 

Outreach 
Regional monitoring 

Surface water 
Groundwater (leverage existing wells) 

Develop surface and groundwater 
management plans 
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Long-term Irrigated  
Lands Program-individuals 

Enroll 
 Individual nutrient management/ 

plans/reporting in high vulnerability 
areas for “nitrate” 
 Implement management practices to 

protect surface/groundwater 
Consistent with regional management 

plans 
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Timeline 

7 geographically-based general 
orders; 1 commodity order (rice) 
2012: Rice Order, East San Joaquin 

Coalition 
2013: remaining coalition orders 
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CV-SALTS 
Collaborative 

Basin Planning 
Effort 

Utilizing 
Stakeholder 
Process to 
Develop Salinity 
and Nitrate 
Management 
Program 
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CV-SALTS 

 
Goal - Provide for long-term 
environmental and economic 

sustainability 
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CV-SALTS 
 Salt and Nitrate Management Plan to be 

Implemented thru Basin Plans 
 Beneficial Uses 
 Water Quality Objectives 
 Implementation—Water Quality 
 Recommendations for Water Rights 

 Monitoring 
 All programs (including Irrigated Lands) will 

implement the new regulatory provisions 
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