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Preservation of California Rangelands 

California’s  Cattle Industry 
 

Current Preservation Efforts  
 

Threats & Challenges to Preservation of Rangeland 



California Cattle Industry 

•US Cattle herd smallest since 1952 
 

•California Ranchers graze about 34 million acres 
 

•Losing 40,000 acres/yr to other ag, urbanization 
 

•12,000 cattle ranches in CA down from 14,000 in 2000 
 

•In 2011 CA had 600,000 head of beef cows  
 

•In 1991 there were 1.2 million head 
 
 



California Rangeland Trust  
• Established: 1998 by a group of cattlemen 

from the California Cattlemen’s Association 
• Board of Directors: all ranchers and CCA 

members 
• Preserved 250,000 acres of rangeland  
• There is currently a list of 120 families waiting 

to preserve 500,000 acres.   
• CRT aims to preserve 1 million acres by 2020 



California Rangeland  
Conservation Coalition 

• In 2005 ranchers, environmentalists, wildlife 
groups and government agencies formed the 
California Rangeland Conservation Coalition 

 

• The coalition is focused on promoting the 
conservation of rangeland encircling the 

Central Valley, including the Sierra foothills 
and interior Coast Ranges. 



Threats & Challenges to Rangeland 
Preservation  

• Average Age of Rancher is 64  
• Estate tax 

• Profitability 
• Renewable Energy Projects  

• Over regulation/Costs of doing business 
 
 
 

 



Conclusion  

• Ranchers Want to Ranch 
• #1 Goal – Preservation of Private 

Property Rights  
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