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• National Perspective on Legalizing Medical 
Cannabis 

• Medical Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act 
(MRCSA) and California Department of 
Public Health (CDPH) 

• Scope of Regulating Medical Cannabis 
Manufacturing 

• CDPH’s Approach and Implementation Plan 
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        Medical Cannabis 
 
        Medical / Adult-Use Cannabis 

Source: National Conference of State Legislatures : 
http://www.ncsl.org/research/health/state-medical-marijuana-
laws.aspx (July 20, 2016) 
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http://www.ncsl.org/research/health/state-medical-marijuana-laws.aspx


            Medical Cannabis 
 
            Medical / Adult-Use Cannabis 
             
             Limited Medical Cannabis (Low THC/High CBD) 

Source: National Conference of State Legislatures : 
http://www.ncsl.org/research/health/state-medical-marijuana-
laws.aspx (July 20, 2016) 

http://www.ncsl.org/research/health/state-medical-marijuana-laws.aspx
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• 1996 - Prop 215 -  The 
Compassionate Use Act  

• 2003 - SB 420 -  Medical 
Marijuana ID Card 
Program 

• ID Card - CDPH & Local 
County Public Health 
Departments 
 

Medical 
Marijuana 
ID Card 
Program 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/


• 2015 – AB 243, AB 
266, SB 643 
 

• 2016 – SB 837 
amended the Act 

Medical 
Cannabis 

Regulation 
and Safety 

Act  
(MCRSA) 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/


Cultivators, Track and Trace, and 
Environmental Impact 

 
Distributors, Transporters, Testing 

Labs, and Dispensaries 
 

Manufacturers 

CDFA 

DCA / 
BMCR 

CDPH 
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Manufacturing Licenses Will Vary by 
Extraction Method 

• using non-volatile 
solvents 

Type 6  
(Manufacturing 1) 

• using volatile solvents Type 7  
(Manufacturing 2) 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/
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Office of 
Medical 

Cannabis 
Safety 

Engage 
stakeholders 

Learn 
manufacturing 

practices 

Benefit from 
other states’ 
experience Collaborate 

with sister 
agencies 

Leverage 
departmental 

know-how 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/


Staffing 

Regulations 

Lab Testing Methods 

Processes and Procedures 

Database 

Education and Outreach 

Plan 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/


Licensing Labeling 

Packaging Compliance 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/
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Manufacturing 
Licensing 
Database 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/


Staffing Regulations Database Licensing 

January 1, 2018 

Begin receiving license applications as of 
January 1, 2018 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/


Webpage: www.cdph.ca.gov/omcs 
 
 
 
 

Email: omcs@cdph.ca.gov 
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