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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: CA Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 ‘N’ Street – Main Auditorium  Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
  

MEETING MINUTES FOR OCTOBER 27, 2010 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER 

(a)  The meeting was called to order Wednesday, October 27, 2010, at approximately 10:00 a.m.  Al 
Montna, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President Montna. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Al Montna   Arlan Van Leeuwen  Luawanna Hallstrom   
Michael Darnell  Kerry Tucker   Kiran Black    
Ashley Boren   Adan Ortega, Jr.   Daniel Dooley 
David Wehner   Ben Drake    Sean McNally   

 Craig McNamara  
     

Absent:  
Donald Bransford  Marvin Meyers 
     

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – September 22, 2010 
Board member Michael Darnell moved to approve the minutes of the September 22, 2010 meeting.  
Board member Ben Drake seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 

Secretary A.G. Kawamura provided a departmental update to the Board. Topics included: Red palm 
weevil; invasive pests/disease challenges, and CDFA transition preparation. 

 
(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Farmer-Veteran Coalition 

The Board heard a presentation from the Farmer-Veteran Coalition concerning farm programs 
available to America’s veterans. The presentation included an overview of programs, services, and 
outreach conducted by the organization.  
 
Speaker: 
 Michael O’Gorman, Farmer-Veteran Coalition. 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – California Certified Farmers’ Market Program 
The Board heard from the California Department of Food and Agriculture on the California 
Certified Farmer’s Market Program. The presentation included an overview of the Certified 
Farmers’ Market Program, applicable regulations, and common misconceptions about the program.  
 
Speaker: 
 Rick Jensen, California Department of Food and Agriculture 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(7) PANEL DISCUSSION – California Certified Farmers’ Market Program 

The board heard from four speakers concerning the California Certified Farmers’ Market Program. 
Discussion focused on challenges and opportunities concerning the operation, enforcement and 
funding for the program. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Fred Ellrott, California Certified Farmers’ Market Advisory Committee 
 Kurt Floren, Los Angeles Agricultural Commissioner and Sealer 
 Greta Dunlap, Beverly Hills Farmers’ Market 
 John Silveira, Pacific Coast Farmers’ Market Association 

 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(8) OTHER BUSINESS 

Board member Adan Ortega, Jr. provided an update on the Water Subcommittee. It was requested 
that the Board authorize a representative to attend the “20 x 2020: Building Momentum” Water 
Summit hosted by the Metropolitan Water District. 

 
MOTION: President Al Montna moved that Board members Ben Drake, Adan Ortega, Jr., and 
Luawanna Hallstrom decide on Water Subcommittee representation at this conference and report 
back to the Board. Board member Dan Dooley seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried 
the motion. 

 
Board member Kerry Tucker provided an update on the Farmers Feeding the Hungry 
Subcommittee. It was reported that the California Association of Food Banks is in need of 
information related to U.S. state expenditures on tax exemptions that support farm donations to food 
banks. 

 
(9) ADJOURNMENT 

Official business of the California State Board of Food and Agriculture was concluded at 
approximately 12:40 p.m.  
 
MOTION: Board member Sean McNally moved that the meeting be officially adjourned to allow 
public comments as part of the California Certified Farmers’ Market Listening Session. Board 
member Ben Drake seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
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(10) COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
The California State Board of Food and Agriculture hosted the first public listening session on the 
California Certified Farmers’ Market Program. The listening session was facilitated by CDFA staff 
and a quorum of Board members remained in attendance. Seven individuals provided public 
comment on the topic. 

 
(11) LISTENING SESSION ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:05 p.m.  
 


